The Anderson County Democratic Women’s Club News

November 2026

Building Second Chances
Work Release and Recidivism Reduction

& The 2026 Annual Meeting

Clinton Community Center (101 S Hicks St, Clinton, TN 37716)
Monday November 232026 -- 5:30 Potluck / 6:00 program / voting to follow

The program will feature Anderson County Detention Center’s Chief Deputy Zach Allen, Sergeant
Rylee Gustafson, and Director Lacresha Logan, who will be part of a community conversation focused
on work release opportunities, reducing recidivism, and developing pathways to successful reentry for
individuals returning to the community after incarceration.

Work release and reentry programs can play an important role in helping individuals develop job skills,
secure employment, build stability, and become productive members of their communities. By
exploring approaches to reducing repeat offenses, the program aims to encourage thoughtful
discussion about public safety, accountability, rehabilitation, and the long-term benefits of investing in
second chances.

The Anderson County Democratic Women’s Club invites community members and anyone interested
in criminal justice, workforce development, and community well-being to attend this informative
program. The event will provide an opportunity to learn more about these issues and consider how
effective programs and community partnerships can contribute to stronger, safer communities
throughout Anderson County.

Following the program, Anderson County Democratic Women’s Club members, will vote for the 2027
club officers. Those identified by the Nominating Committee are: President: Ann Miller; Vice
President: Ebony Capshaw; Treasurer: Amy Dunkirk; Secretary: Linda James; Nominating Chair: Open.
If you would like to learn about this position please contact Tiffany Malone as soon as possible. We
will take nominations from the floor for Nominating Chair and for all positions.

Other Events

Upcoming Public Meetings:

Oak Ridge: View meeting schedules and agendas for Oak Ridge
City Council Regular Meeting, 7 pm 2nd Monday of month, Municipal Building Courtroom
Municipal Planning Commission, 5:30 pm 3rd Thursday of month, Oak Ridge Municipal Courtroom
Traffic Safety Advisory Board, 7 pm 3rd Monday of month, Central Services Complex Conf Room
Disability Advisory Board, 11 am 3rd Monday of Month, Senior Center



https://www.oakridgetn.gov/210/Agendas-Minutes

Land Bank Board of Directors, 8:30 am 3rd Tuesday of month, Municipal Building Courtroom.

Recreation and Parks Advisory Board, 7 pm 2nd Thursday of month, Conference Center.

Board of Education, 5 pm 4th Monday of month, Board Room - School Admin Bldg (304 New York

Ave.) https://www.ortn.edu/central-office/board-of-education/members-schedule/

Anderson County: View meeting schedules and agendas for Anderson County.

Anderson County Operations Committee, 6:00 pm 2nd Monday of month, Anderson County

Courthouse Rm 312 (100 North Main Street, Clinton, TN 37716).

Anderson County Budget Committee, 4:00 pm 1st Thursday of month, Anderson County

Courthouse Rm 312.

Anderson County Commission Meeting, 6:30 pm Monday November 16", Anderson County

Courthouse Rm 312. Presentations at 6:00 pm.

Anderson County Election Commission, 4:00 pm Wednesday November 18™, Anderson County

Courthouse Rm 118A.

Anderson County Library Board, 5:30 pm Monday November 23™, Anderson County Courthouse

Rm 312. Please note: at the last Commission meeting the Library Board was put on-hold until

further notice — check with the County prior to going.
NOTE: The Anderson County Board of Commissioners are looking for citizens who would like to
serve on the Anderson County Library Board. Six (6) members: term beginning December
2026. Interested citizens can pick up a request to serve form at the County Commission Office,
100 N. Main Street, Room 118, Clinton, TN, posted outside the office door. Download the
application from: www.andersoncountytn.gov or contact Amy Emert by phone at 865-463-
6866. The deadline for consideration as a possible nominee will be Tuesday, November 10 at
12:00 noon in the County Commission Office, Room 118. County Commission will meet on
Monday, November 16, 2026, at 6:30 PM in Room 312 to consider nominees.

Anderson County Animal Advisory Board, November meeting is not on the calendar, Anderson

County Courthouse Rm 312.

Club Updates

Get Involved: The Club needs a Nominating Chair to recruit officer candidates for 2028. We will take
nominations from the floor for the Nominating Chair, and for all positions at the Annual Meeting.

Club Events
We had three events in October!

October 2" the Club and the AC Democratic Party had the great
pleasure to welcome Jerri Green to Oak Ridge! There were over
300 people in attendance at The Greens in Oak Ridge.

The venue was relaxed with outdoor seating, great craft beer and
ciders, free sodas, gourmet hotdogs, and the energy that comes
from standing room only.

Jerri is always inspiring and hits all the right notes of affordabilty,
dignity, and quality of life issues. A highlight for many was the time
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and precision she put into answering questions from the attendees — with clarity, wisdom, and a
common sense plan.

Even Mother Nature was a Jerri supporter! The downpour waited until Jerri had wrapped up. The
clean-up crew got a nice refreshing shower!

October 5t was a candidate forum at the 201 Café and Wine Bar in Oak Ridge. There was not an
empty seat in the house!

Anne Backus started off the evening with an amusing story about “Pot for Potholes,” and then gave a
brief history of what brought her to this moment. While volunteering as a CASA she learned that too
often our systems fail the people they are intended to help. For instance, how do parents get the
doctor’s note for school if they have no insurance to afford taking the sick child to the doctor. When
there is alcohol or drug issues in a home, by digging deeper the root cause is often untreated medical
issues. Her core issues are: healthcare; living wages and support for unions; affordable housing;
abolishing the tax on food; Pot for Potholes; and closing tax loopholes for the ultra-rich and
corporations.

Anna Golladay treated the group to a fun game of trivia, with questions from music, books/movies,
food, science, geography, and history. Anna’s core issues are: prices for basic necessities such as
healthcare, childcare, and housing — and the refusal to fairly tax those who have more. She told the
story about her own recent experience with the ACA Marketplace when the Golladay household
premium went from $950/month to $50,000/year for the same coverage and no change in their
conditions. 7 counties in her District are in danger of losing their hospitals. Another issue is the Social
Security payroll cap, currently at $184,000 — an upper-middle class salary. Increasing that cap to
include those in the upper wealth classes would give Social Security at least another 30 years of
solvency. The environment affects all locales, just in different ways. In Anderson County a main
concern is nuclear industry clean-up; however, other counties are concerned with data center issues
and others with maintaining their tourism industry.

David Miller has a goal to break the current super-majority so Tennessee can come back to sane
statesmanship. He would like to be a beacon for other districts that there are Democrats all across the
state, and that regular people can get involved, run, and be elected. We can do this by coming
together for the common cause.

Gina Grubb is running for AC Commissioner from District 8. Her goal is to serve people — not politics,
and to protect the 1%t and 4™ Amendment rights. She believes her values of stewardship (the purpose
of taxes is to serve the people); transparency (regular town halls with District 8 residents); and
community (the environment and the people are precious and need to thrive — not just survive). Gina
has a backgroud as a police officer and teacher, which will help her navigate the complex issues in law
enforcement and the school system. UPDATE: We congratulate Gina on her decisive win and look
forward to her leadership on the Anderson County Commission!

A fun made-goods auction really got competitive! There was a beautiful shawl made by Anne Backus,
an apple cake, a children’s book authored by David Miller’s sister, 3-berry cobbler, a very fancy
chocolate cake, and an Italian Cream Cake (won by the Scheffler’s to celebrate their anniversary with
the same cake as at their wedding).

Ali Simpson closed the evening with some of her spicy stand-up comedy. She poked fun at those who
complain about people from blue states moving to Tennessee. They shouldn’t complain — those



transplants are paying a high price to get our lousy roads, low ranking schools, and the ?low? crime —
“except for the Meth Head who drove his car into the Sonic while you were trying to enjoy your
corndog!” She underscored the point that to move forward we MUST find common ground.

AND October 25% was a fun and relaxing picnic rally to celebrate the vote, and all the hard work the
Club’s members have put into upholding our democracy this election cycle. We should all take a
moment to feel proud of the efforts to support the candidates, make calls, write postcards, knock
doors, staff information tents, and speak up for Democratic values. Onward to 2028!

Contact the ACDWC

President: Ann Mostoller amostoller@msw-law.com

Vice President: Ebony Capshaw ebonymcapshaw@hotmail.com

Treasurer: Amy Dunkirk adunkirk1234@gmail.com

Secretary: Ann Miller amiller.ixd@gmail.com

Nominating: Tiffany Malone tiffanymalone09@gmail.com

EMERGE Liaison: Ebony Capshaw ebonymcapshaw@hotmail.com

Hospitality: Amanda Mantooth mantoothaj@gmail.com

Club Website: acdwc.org
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