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Saint Joseph Catholic Church 

Key to the City  
 When an important person visits a city, sometimes the 
mayor presents the key to the city as a sign of welcome; or a key 
may be presented to a citizen who has given outstanding service 
to the community. In today’s Gospel, Jesus gives Simon both the 
keys to the kingdom of heaven and a new name, Peter. This is 
more than just a symbolic honor bestowed by a mayor. Jesus is 
actually giving both a blessing and a responsibility. 
 The blessing is that Peter recognized Jesus as the Son of 
God. It was a blessing because Peter did this, not by his own 
cleverness or the help of other disciples, but with faith, a gift 
from God the Father. Even today, people are blessed with this 
kind of faith. An atheist who has heard of Jesus but regards him 
as just another holy man may receive the faith to see that Jesus is 
the Son of God. A person who withdraws from others and only 
cares about himself may find the faith to see Jesus in those 
around him. A sick person may see that Jesus is with her in her 
suffering and begin to have hope. The faith that sees Jesus in 
others is the rock on which Jesus builds his church. It is also the 

“crown of righteousness” that St. Paul says belongs to all who 
long to see Jesus (2 Timothy 4:18). 
 The responsibility comes in the binding and loosing. One 
meaning of this is the power that Jesus gives his church to forgive 
sins. Jesus forgave many sinners, sometimes even before they 
asked. He knew they wanted forgiveness in their hearts, though 
they may not have dared to ask for it. He even forgave those who 
crucified him (Luke 23:34). So those who follow Jesus have that 
same obligation to forgive others. If we forgive those who hurt 
us, they may come to see God’s love in us and know that God 
forgives them, too. On the other hand, if we refuse to forgive, we 
might push someone away from seeking God’s forgiveness. That 
doesn’t mean we are responsible for how others react to us. But 
why pass up an opportunity to show God’s love by forgiving 
someone? All Christians pray in the Lord’s Prayer that we may be 
forgiven as we forgive others. Let us use the keys of the kingdom 
to open the doors of God’s love. 
-Tom Schmidt 
(In Father’s absence last week, this reflection comes from 
Diocesan.com.) 

Scripture Readings 
 
For the Week of June 29, 2025 
Sunday The Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles 
 Vigil: Acts 3:1-10; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5; Gal 1:11-20; Jn 21:15-19 
 Mass during the Day: Acts 12:1-11; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 2 
 Tim 4:6-8, 17-18; Mt 16:13-19 
Monday Memorial of the First Martyrs of the Church of Rome 
 Gen 18:16-33; Ps 103:1b-2, 3-4, 8-9, 10-11; Mt 8:18-22;   
Tuesday Memorial of Saint Junipero Serra, Priest 
 Gn 19:15-29; Ps 26: 2-3, 9-10, 11-12; Mt 8: 23-27 
Wednesday Gn 21:5, 8-20a; Ps 34:7-8, 10-11, 12-13; Mt 8: 28-34 
Thursday Feast of Saint Thomas, Apostle 
 Eph 2:19-22; Ps 117: 1bc, 2; Jn 20: 24-29 
Friday  Gn 23:1-4, 19; 24: 1-8, 62-67; Ps 106:1b-2, 3-4a, 4b-5; Mt 9: 9- 
  13 
Saturday  Memorial Anthony Mary Zaccaria, Priest and Saint Elizabeth  
  of Portugal  

 Gn 27:1-5, 15-29; Ps 135:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6; Mt 9:14-17  
Sunday Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 66: 10-14c; Ps 66: 1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20; Gal 6: 14-18; Lk 10: 1-
 12, 17-20 or 10:1-9 

Cedar Point - Sunday, July 27 
Join us for a unique opportunity to gather as a faith community for 
a special Mass celebrated by Bishop Daniel E. Thomas at Cedar 
Point.  The Mass will be held at 11:00 am at the Convention Center 

inside the park.  Limited discounted tickets are only $34.28.  Visit 
toledodiocese.org/cedarpoint for tickets and details.   

Summer School Office Hours  
July  -  By appointment only.  Leave a voice 
mail as messages will be checked frequently.    
August  -  Monday thru Friday, 8:00 am to 
2:00 pm until school resumes. 

Fourth of  July                     
Mass at St. Joseph Cemetery 
Friday, July 4 at 9:00 am 
We hope you can join us 
for this special outdoor 
Mass.  Bring your lawn 
chairs.   
In case of inclement 
weather, we will have 
Mass at St. Joseph Church.  
Watch our Facebook page 
for updates.   

Surveys for South School 
Capital Campaign are due   
July 1 
If you have not already done so, please 
complete a survey and turn it in via the 
collection basket, mail, or drop it off at the 
parish office.  We appreciate your input!     
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Check Ministry 
Pro for updates. 

Sunday, July 6 
7:00 am 

Sunday, July 6 
10:30 am 

Lector Nicole Roberts Debby Ketcham 

Extraordinary  
Ministers of Holy  

Communion 

Don Alt 
Dave Horning 
Connie Marek 

Joann Palm 
Peggy Pauley 
Kristen Wozniak 

Altar Servers 
Samantha Link 
Sydney Link 

Gavin Parsons 
Lane Zucker 
Tyler Zucker 

Gift Bearers John & Shari Link 
Matt & Sheila Bickert  
Family 

Ushers 
Don Alt 
Doug DeNero 

Bernadette Karasko 
Lynn Whites 

Mass Schedule & Intentions 
Tuesday · July 1 
6:30 pm Mass at Sacred Heart               
  Rosemary Sutter 
Wednesday · July 2 
8:30 am  Mass at Sacred Heart                         
  Mark Rietschlin 
Thursday · July 3 
5:30 pm  Confessions at St. Joseph                
6:30 pm  Mass at St. Joseph                                          
  For the People of St. Joseph and  
  Sacred Heart Parishes 
Friday · July 4 
9:00 am   Mass at St. Joseph Cemetery 
  For Those in the Military and Their  
  Families 
Saturday · July 5 
3:30 pm  Confessions at Sacred Heart 
4:30 pm   Mass at Sacred Heart 
  Roger Broach 
Sunday · July 6 
7:00 am  Mass at St. Joseph 
  In Thanksgiving for a Prayer   
  Answered 
8:30 am  Mass at Sacred Heart 
  Dorothy Blum; Jeanne, Paul &   
  Kathleen Gosser 
10:30 am   Mass at St. Joseph 
  Jerry & Josie Dunn; Charles Marek 

 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 Today is an exceptional event on our calendar: the regular Sunday 
of Ordinary Time is eclipsed by a solemnity honoring two saints who 
didn’t spend much time together in their earthly ministry, and who have 
distinct feasts so they probably don’t mind sharing this one. Yet each 
suffered a similar fate in the same city, Rome, during the persecution of 
the Emperor Nero. Nero probably ordered the destruction of many of 
the residential neighborhoods in service to his building projects, and 
when the homeless began to look for 
someone to blame for the fires, Nero 
targeted the Christians. Soon, Peter was 
crucified, upside down, on the Vatican hill. 
Excavations (called scavi) under the Vatican 
basilica have proven the authenticity of his 
burial place near the place of his death. Paul, 
a Roman citizen, was later granted a swifter 
execution by sword, and is remembered at a 
vast basilica on the city’s outskirts. 
 Peter and Paul were just about polar 
opposites. Peter rough and ready, Paul poetic 
and polished. Peter carried a burden of 
regret for his denials, Paul had his own issues 
with which he struggled. Peter leapt over barriers to go to the Gentiles, 
Paul strove with and surrendered to the same call. True, they spent very 
little time together in this life, but the same Spirit filled their hearts and 
by their witness changed the face of the earth.               
—Rev. James Field 

Retrouvaille Weekend for 
Married Couples 
Registration is now open for the 
next Retrouvaille Weekend for Married 
Couples, taking place July 18–20, 2025, 
through the Northwest Ohio Chapter. This 
program is a lifeline for couples experiencing 
difficulty in their marriage—offering hope, 
healing, and practical tools to renew your 
relationship. The weekend is followed by a 
series of post-sessions that help strengthen 
communication, rebuild trust, and rediscover 
joy in your marriage. Couples of all faith 
backgrounds are welcome. Learn more and 
register at helpourmarriage.org, or contact 
419-481-1116 or 
NWOhio@helpourmarriage.org.  

The parish office will be closed 
on Friday, July 4.   
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Saint John Vianney, patron of parish priests, pray for us.

Dear Lord, we pray that the Blessed Mother wrap her mantle around your priests and through her intercession
strengthen them for their ministry. We pray that Mary will guide your priests to follow her own words, “Do whatever

He tells you” (Jn 2:5). May your priests have the heart of St. Joseph, Mary’s most chaste spouse. May the Blessed
Mother’s own pierced heart inspire them to embrace all who suffer at the foot of the cross. May your priests be holy,

filled with the fire of your love seeking nothing but your greater glory and the salvation of souls. Amen.

Parents of Priests

PRAY FOR CLERGY, RELIGIOUS, OR THE SPECIAL INTENTION  FOR EACH DAY
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June 24, 2025, marks the third anniversary of 
the Supreme Court’s decision in Dobbs v. Jackson 
Women’s Health Organization, which overturned 
Roe v. Wade and ended nearly fifty years of virtually 
unlimited, nationwide abortion. Hope had never 
been lost in God’s power to right that wrong and 
accomplish what the world believed to be impossible. 
During this Jubilee Year of Hope, we are called to 
reflect more deeply on the enduring hope that has 
been won for us through the death and resurrection 
our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Dobbs decision not only gave states the freedom 
to protect preborn children but also paved the way for 
pro-life victories nationally. The federal government 
is now closer than ever to defunding Planned 
Parenthood and other organizations whose abortion 
profiteering harms women and babies.

At the same time, we know that several states have 
enacted extreme pro-abortion policies, overriding 
existing pro-life safeguards, with some states leaving 
children vulnerable to abortion even up to birth. 
Despite the good that Dobbs decision accomplished, 
the battle for life is far from over. I urge all Catholics 
to engage their elected officials on all issues that 
threaten the gift of human life, in particular the threat 
of abortion.

As we confront the challenges of our time, let us find 
hope anew in this Jubilee Year and be strengthened 
in our resolve to serve the cause of life. May our 
Catholic parishes continue to welcome, embrace, and 
accompany women facing unexpected or challenging 

pregnancies through initiatives like Walking with 
Moms in Need. And may we never tire of sharing 
Christ’s message of mercy with all who are suffering in 
the aftermath of an abortion through ministries like 
Project Rachel. 

Even amidst the increasing attacks on human life, 
we know that the “storms that buffet us will never 
prevail, for we are firmly anchored in the hope born 
of grace, which enables us to live in Christ and to 
overcome sin, fear and death.”1 As we move forward 
in hope, may we be united in our efforts to protect 
God’s gift of life, in every stage and circumstance.  

Most Reverend Daniel E. Thomas 
Bishop of Toledo  
Chairman, USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities

Copyright © 2025, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved. 

1 Spes non confundit, 25.

Chairman’s Statement on Dobbs Anniversary
USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities

https://www.respectlife.org/prayer-and-action
https://www.walkingwithmoms.com/
https://www.walkingwithmoms.com/
https://hopeafterabortion.com/






Saint Joseph Catholic Church 

Holy Hour 
Please join us as we pray a Holy 
Hour on Tuesdays in St. Joseph 
Church at 11:00 am.  Please come 
and pray the Rosary and other 
prayers for our beloved country. 
God bless us all and the USA.   

 
 
Weeky Offering  
 
From June 22, 2025 
Total Offertory Collections ......... $4,577.00 
Sunday Envelopes ....................... $2,350.00 
Loose Checks ...................................$400.00 
Loose Currency ................................$212.00 
Online Giving ...................................$408.00 
Votive Lights ......................................$27.00 
School Support ................................$150.00 
Parish Maintenance ........................$610.00 
Church Building Maintenance .........$335.00 
Caritas ...............................................$75.00 
Altar Candles .....................................$10.00 

 
Thank You ! 

 
To sign up for weekly or one-
time online contributions, you 
can use the QR code or visit our 
parish website:  
https://stjosephcrestline.or
announcements.   

Pray the Rosary With 
Us! 
Every Sunday at 9:55 
am in church before 
the 10:30 am Mass 
Extra rosaries can be 
found in the narthex. 

SAINT JUNÍPERO 
SERRA (1713-1784) 
July 1 

No one who has 
stood before the 
quiet majesty of 
Mission San Juan 
Capistrano, or the 
altogether 
different but no 
less lovely Mission 
Dolores in San 
Francisco, or any of 
the missions from 

San Diego to Sonoma can fail to bless 
the Franciscan padre who, while not 
founder of each, was inspiration for 
them all, Blessed Junípero Serra. 
Abandoning the comfortable academic 
life to which his doctorate in theology 
entitled him, Serra journeyed to the 
New World where his tireless traveling, 

dramatic preaching, and penitential 
austerity converted thousands of 
native peoples. Saving souls and 
celebrating the sacraments were Padre 
Serra’s primary mission but not his only 
one. Education in letters and crafts, 
trades and agriculture transformed the 
people, while roads and irrigation 
systems transfigured the landscape. His 
more than thirty years of ministry were 
not free from conflict with authorities 
or without controversy in the 
retrospectively critical eye of history. 
But when John Paul II beatified him in 
1988, he praised Padre Serra for 
assisting his converts to use their new 
faith to advance their true human 
development. 
—Peter Scagnelli 

Vacation Bible School     
Grades K - 4                             
Winnie the Pooh and the Fruit 
of  the Spirit 
July 27 - 31, 2025, 6:00 to 8:30 pm,           
Free meals for kids 6:00 to 6:30 pm 
Bible stories, crafts, and games 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 410 N. Thoman St., 
Crestline                                               
Questions?  Contact Paster Diana Seaman at 
419-683-3972 
Family Pool Party with Pizza                  
August 3, 2025  -  5:00 to 7:00 pm                               
Heise Park Pool  -  Galion, Ohio 
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Parish Contacts 
Pastor Father Jeff Smith 
 419-683-2015 · smith@toledodiocese.or
Business Manager Joann Palm 
 419-683-2015 · jpalm@stjosephcrestline.or
Parish Secretary Bonnie Cochran 
 419-683-2015 · bcochran@stjosephcrestline.or
Pastoral Assistant Lisa Simmons 
 419-683-2015 · lsimmons@stjosephcrestline.or
Elementary School Principal Sue Sanders 
 419-683-1284 - ssanders@stjosephcrestline.or
Elementary School Secretary & Convocation Center 
Coordinator Andrea Burton 
 416-683-1284 - aburton@stjosephcrestline.or
Athletic Director Jonah Studer 
 419-543-0119 - Jo55st@yahoo.com 
Deacon (Retired) Deacon William Horning 
 419-683-3775 
OCIA Coordinator Kim Legge 
 419-689-3033 
Maintenance Committee Moderator Stephen Marek 
 419-683-3671 
Finance Council Moderator Don Alt 
 419-205-5763 
School Advisory Council Moderator Denise Belcastro 
 419-543-1364 
Cemetery Manager Ben Hocker 
 419-565-7925 
Funeral Dinner Coordinators Janice Link 
 419-543-2298 
 Bernadette Karasko 
 419-529-6086 
Natural Family Planning Contacts Sean & Laura Beeson 
 419-569-5354  
 
Parish Office Hours:  
Monday—Friday, 8:00 am—1:00 pm 
 
School Office Hours: 
8:00 am—3:00 pm (While in session) 
Please email with any concerns. 
 
Bulletin Deadline:  
Nine days before the desired Sunday. To submit items for 
the bulletin, please email Lisa Simmons at 
lsimmons@stjosephcrestline.or or call the Parish Office. 
 
When traveling masstimes.org will help you find a Sunday 
Mass to attend. 

Morris ‘Mo’ Gatchall 
Mo Gatchall of Crestline, husband of Peg (Linn) 
Gatchall passed away on June 18, 2025 at the age 
of 82. 

 
 

Philip Edward Sherer 
Philip Sherer, brother of  Nate Sherer, our school’s 
music teacher, passed away on June 8, 2025 at the 
age of 77.   

 
"Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. And let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May their souls, and the souls of all the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen." 
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