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Letter From the Pastor

One of the greatest honors | have as a priest is the opportunity
to visit the home bound. As more and more members of the
baby boomer generation struggle to leave their homes during
the cold winter months, it becomes my responsibility—and my
privilege—to bring Christ to them in Holy Communion.

It is a profound experience to enter their homes and bring them
the Eucharist. Do you feel called to join me in this ministry? | am
not seeking to step away from my own visits; rather, | wish to
extend an invitation to others who may feel drawn to serve in
this way.

Please let me know if you feel called to be trained as a
Eucharistic minister to the home bound.

If you are unsure, here are several meaningful reasons to
consider bringing Communion to parishioners who are unable
to attend Mass:

1. Jesus cared deeply for those who suffered physically.

He calls us to remember and minister to those in our
community who face physical limitations. In serving the home
bound, we follow His example.

2. Our senior parishioners possess a wealth of lived experience.

They have lived through events we often encounter only in
books or documentaries. Spending time with them provides
invaluable insight as they speak about:

° wars, recessions, and social movements,
° courtship and relationships in a different era,
° occupations that no longer exist.

Scripture Readings

For the Week of February 1, 2026

It is like sitting with a living history book—except you can ask
questions and form relationships.

3. They often express humor in delightful and unfiltered ways.
Many older adults possess:

° a dry, understated sense of humor,
° a candidness that is both refreshing and wholesome,
° colorful expressions and sayings that are often

endearing and memorable.

| frequently find myself quoting them—sometimes in homilies—
because their wit is that impactful.

4. These visits foster appreciation for simple yet profound
human connections.

Your presence may be:
° the highlight of their week,
° the only meaningful conversation they have that day.

Our visits remind us of the power of presence and the
sacredness of attentive listening.

Let me reiterate: | deeply enjoy and value my visits to the home
bound. However, if you feel called to join this ministry, |
encourage you to take part. The training is easy—even if you are
not currently a Eucharistic minister at Mass. Don’t worry; | will
start by assigning you just one person to visit occasionally, and |
will continue my own visits with that individual as well.

In Christ,
Fr. Jeff

First Friday
Eucharistic
Adoration

Friday, February 6
Sacred Heart of Jesus

Sunday Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time Church
Zep 2:3; 3:12-13; Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10; 1 Cor 1:26-31; Mt 5:1- 7-’30}7117 _ 8_.30Pm
12a
Monday Feast of the Presentation of the Lord
Mal 3:1-4; Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10; Heb 2:14-18; Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32
Tuesday 2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30; 19:3; Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Mk Feast of St. Blaise, Bishop &
5:21-43 Martyr
Wednesday 2Sm 24:2,9-17; Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7; Mk 6:1-6 i
Thursday Memorial of Saint Agatha, Virgin and Martyr Blessing of Throats
1 Kings 2:1-4, 10-12; 1 Chr 29:10, 11ab, 11d-12a, 12bcd; Mk 6:7- Tuesday, February 3
13
Friday Memorial of St. Paul Miki and Companions, Martyrs 9:00 am - 5t. Joseph Church
Sir 47:2-11; Ps 18:31, 47 and 50, 51; Mk 6:14-29 11:00 am - Sacred Heart Church
Saturday 1 Kings 3:4-13; Ps 119:9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14; Mk 6:30-34
Sunday Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Is 58:7-10; Ps 112:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 1 Cor 2:1-5; Mt 5:13-16

School Advisory Meeting
Thursday, February 5 at 7:15 pm in the Knight's Room

Deanery Wide Eucharistic
Mission

St. Joseph in Galion is hosting this mission
starting Monday, February 9. See the last page
of the bulletin for more details.

Saint Joseph Catholic Church

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Mass Schedule & Intentions

Tuesday * February 3
6:30 pm Mass at Sacred Heart
In Memory of the George Hines Family

Wednesday - February 4

8:30 am Mass at Sacred Heart
Rev. Robert Kill

Thursday - February 5
5:30 pm Confessions at St. Joseph

6:30 pm Mass at St. Joseph
For the Community of Faith

Friday - February 6

8:30 am Mass at St. Joseph
For Our Church Leaders

Saturday - February 7
3:30 pm Confessions at Sacred Heart

4:30 pm Mass at Sacred Heart
Ron & Barb Finnegan; Jeff Belcik

Sunday - February 8
7:00 am Mass at St. Joseph
Rev. Stanley Szybka
8:30am Mass at Sacred Heart
For the People of Sacred Heart and St.
Joseph Parishes
10:30 am Mass at St. Joseph
Deacon William Rall; Lindsey & Lisa Anatra

e
Happy 9lst CoranPis
Birthday to WAl
Frances Livengood! B_, __I_,u@j% ‘,'
February 3, 2026 Q)
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“l§ “Y Please join Steve & Sheila Vogt at

“ the Sacred Heart Parish Center. The
dates are as follows: February 11 &

25; and March 4, 11, 18, & 25. Each session will begin
at 7:00 pm and last approximately 1 hour. Hope to
see you there!

The Catholic Women’s Club

The Catholic Women's Club will have their February
luncheon and meeting on Wednesday, Feb 11th at
the Ontario Event Center. Social time at 11:30 and
buffet lunch at 12:00 is $19. Our speaker is Jenny Zang
from Flying Horse Farms. Collection will be fabric and
batting for quilts. All women of the deanery are

invited to attend, bring a friend, and enjoy time
together. If you need a reservation, call Cheryl Mears,
Feb committee chairperson 419-512-1021 for details.

L Y Sunday, Sunday,
Check Ministty Pro Februaty 8 ) I
or upaates. 7:00 am 10:30 am
Lector Nicole Roberts Mark Schneider
Extraordinary Barbara DiPietro Denise Belcastro
Ministers of Holy Dave Horning Tracy Dzugan
Communion Steve Marek Kristen Wozniak
Morean Frve Vincent Hocker
Altar Servers JakegRa ﬁer‘; Lilly Mills
y Harper Warnecke
Gift Bearers Bonnie Cochran Anne Looney
Usher: Don Alt Bernadette Karasko
shers Curt Young Lynn Whites

Volunteers Needed for Fish Fry Fridays

Our six Friday Fish Fry dates are February 20 & 27 and
March 6, 13, 20, and 27. If you have worked Fish Frys in
the past, | have your number and will be in touch. If you r

‘ M ™
have never worked our Fish Frys but would like to get ) 'l(, ] l'l'[)[
involved, please text or call me at (419) 631-1321 OR use '
reith.tressa@gmail.com to send me an email. If you are not able to
volunteer, we hope you will come and get meals for you and your family.

Thank you!
~ Tressa Reith

Sacred Heart PTO Euchre Tournaments
March 1

Sacred Heart Parish Hall. $20 per team. Doors open at 12:30 pm, play
begins at 1:00 pm. 50/50 drawings, food and drinks for sale. Pre-
registration required. Please sign up by 2/23. Call or text Kelsey Keller at
419-565-1241 to sign up your team.

The Terror of Demons: The Virtues of St. Joseph
Thursday, March 19, 2026

We hope you will be able to join us for an evening of faith, fellowship,
fun, and learning more about our patron saint, St. Joseph.

We will start the evening off with Mass at St. Joseph Church, followed by
a light meal in the Convocation Center. After the meal, we have invited
John R. Woods, author of “Ordinary Lives, Extraordinary Mission” to
present “The Terror of Demons: The Virtues of St. Joseph”.

Matthew Kelly from Dynamic Catholic states “/ believe John is one of the

great emerging Catholic voices of our time. John Wood has a passion
that is contagious... make an effort to go and hear him speak!”

Please mark your calendars now for this special event. You wont want
to miss it! More details to follow!

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time February 1, 2026
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Prayer Pawrtnery

Evwich your prower life this Lent.
Become av Prayer Powrtner!

This Lent, students of St. Joseph School would like to be your Prayer
Partner. Participants from the Parish will be assigned a student partner from
the school. Each week Prayer Partners will pray for each other and write a
brief note of encouragement. Notes from parishioners can be placed in the
purple box in the Main Entrance during weekend Masses. Notes from the
students will be waiting near the box. Students will write the first note to start
the process.

Please consider participating in this program and enrich your prayer
life this Lent! Interested participants should complete the form below and
drop it in the February 8" weekend collection or send it to the school office.

*kkkkkkkkkhhkkhkkhkkkkkhkkkkkkkkhhhkhkhkhkhhkhkhhkkkkkkhkhkhkhhkhkhkhkkkhhkkkkkkkhkkhhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Yes, | would like to be a Prayer Partner with a St. Joseph student!

Name:




Discovering I;pe and Joy in the Catholic faith.

February 2026

One Minute
Meditations

St. Onesimus

Born in Phrygia, St. Onesimus was
enslaved to Philemon of Colossaein
present-day Turkey. He encountered
St. Paul during the apostle’s
imprisonment in Rome, where
Onesimus had fled after stealing
from his master. Moved by Paul’s
witness, he repented, was baptized,
and later gained his freedom.
Onestmus became a trusted
companion and co-worker of St.
Paul and was eventually martyred
for the faith during the persecutions
under Em peror Domitian.

God’s Valentine to us

If God sent a Valentine, it might
sound something like this: "My
darling child” (Jeremiah 31:20), "You
are precious in my eyes, and honored,
and I fove you” (Isaiah 43:4). "As
the Father has loved me, so I have
loved you; abide in my love” (John
15:9). "Greater love has no man than
this, that a man lay down his life for
his friends. You are my friends...”
(John 15:13-14). "Do you love me?”
(John 21:16) That makes the Bible
the world’s longest love letter.

“God is not the enemy of our
freedom but its ground. That is
something we ought to relearn
in these days. Only love that is
almighty can ground a joy that is
free from anxiety.” Pope Benedict
XVI

St. Joseph Catholic Church
Rev. Jeff Smith, Pastor

“ What do you seek?” (John 1:38)

Have you ever felt restless or quietly
dissatisfied, sensing that something
in your life needs changing? Lent
offers that opportunity. [t is a spiritual
reset, inviting us to reorient our hearts
toward Christ, the true source of peace,
joy, purpose, and meaning. Here are

practical ways to deepen your encounter

with God and His love this Lent.

Faith is relational, not
informational. The first disciples were
not content with simply hearing about
Jesus. They wanted to be with Him
and to know Him personally. Christ

extends that same invitation to us today.

We respond by making room for Him
through prayer and meditation, regular
participation in Mass, and time with
Scripture, not as duties to complete, but

as ways of choosing a living relationship

with the One who loves us most.
Choose trust over control. “Let

Him lead and guide you,” Pope Leo

has urged. God'’s invitation to deeper

friendship is renewed each day, and

Lent is a privileged time to respond

with intention. Begin each morning by

offering your day to God, placing your

work, relationships, and uncertainties

in His hands. This simple act of trust

opens the door to genuine freedom.
Share what you have received. A true

encounter with God naturally leads

to what Pope Leo called “missionary

“If you sense the Lord calling you,
do not be afraid...He alone knows the
deepest, perhaps hidden, longings of
your heart — the path that will lead you
to trve Fulfillment.” {Pope leo XIV)

zeal,” the desire to share with others
what we have received. After meeting
Christ, St. Andrew simply brought his
brother, Simon Peter, to Him. Likewise,
sharing your faith is often as simple as
an honest conversation with a friend
about the source of your hope. You are
not persuading or performing; you are
inviting someone you care about to
meet the Friend who has changed your
life

This Lent, let renewal take root.
Choose presence, trust, and generosity,
and allow God to do the rest.

Abstaining from meat on Fridays in
Lent is not merely a rule, but a reverent
sacrifice rooted in remembrance of
Christ's sacrifice on Good Friday. By
giving up something we enjoy but do
not need, we unite a small, bodily
sacrifice to His offering on the Cross.

© Copyright 2026 Success Publishing & Media, LLC All Rights Reserved

Why do Catholics give up
meat on Fridays in Lent?

This “prayer of the body” strengthens
the prayer of the soul, training our
hearts in discipline and gratitude. It
keeps our focus on Christ and serves as
a quiet, outward sign of faith. For the
same reasons, the Church encourages
Friday penance throughout the year.

3622
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When things go wrong, choose charity

When difficulties arise, our instinct is often to complain,
assign blame, or turn inward with harsh self-criticism. These
reactions rarely solve the problem. More often, they weaken
charity, cloud judgment, and strain relationships. A more
constructive response is to choose kindness deliberately, in
thought, speech, and action.

Practice kindness in thought: When self-pity, resentment,
comparison, or harsh self-judgment appear, treat them as
temptations rather than truths. Pause and redirect your
thinking. Replace them with a steady reminder such as,
“This is difficult, but I can respond well." Offer yourself the
same patience you would give a friend.

Practice kindness in speech: Before speaking, ask whether

your words will help or simply vent frustration. If you would
not say something to or about someone you love, refrain,
When emotions run high, bring your complaints to prayer
first. Naming them before God can bring clarity and restraint.
Practice kindness in action: Focus on what you can
do rather than what you cannot control. Choose one
concrete act of goodwill: express gratitude, offer help,
listen attentively, or perform a small, unnoticed kindness.
These simple actions restore perspective and soften difficult
moments.
Responding with kindness does not ignore problems.
It creates the conditions for peace, clearer judgment, and
constructive action to take root.

- from
/cripture

In this passage, Jesus is tempted by
the Devil. First, Satan tempted Jesus
to satisfy His hunger with a miracle -
to put physical needs above spiritual
needs. Jesus showed us that spiritual
needs come first, and to entrust both
to God's care. Next, Satan commanded
Jesus to jump from the temple roof,
forcing Cod's hand. Again, Jesus
refused: serving God means doing
things God's way.

Finally, Satan offered to surrender
all the kingdoms of the world if Jesus
would worship him. While homble, it

Feasts &
Celebrations

February 5 ~ St. Agatha (c.251). Born
to a noble Sicilian family, 5t. Agatha
dedicated herself to God at the age
of fifteen. The governor Quintianus
was determined to marry her and
threatened her if she refused him.

She kept her vow despite torture, and
imprisonment. God sent her a vision of
St. Peter to comfort her, heal her, and
fill her dungeon with heavenly light.

February 18 - Ash Wednesday. The
first day of Lent. The ashes of old palms
are placed on the forehead in the shape
of a Cross, as a sign of penance. [t's

Matthew 4:1-11, He chose us

promised a “painless” way to save the
world. Jesus rejected it, choosing the
Cross because it was the only way to
save us. He chose us. When tempted to
do what's “easy” versus what's morally
right, ask for the strength to choose
what's right.

The season of Lent is a powerful
opportunity for spiritual renewal
and growth in love. We can take
comfort knowing Jesus faced the same
temptations we do and conquered
them. If we stay dose to Jesus, He will
lead us to victory.

'Q What to do with
| & dryness in prayer

A, God never leaves us, yet our
W experience of prayer can ebb
and flow. There are times of joy and
peace, and others marked by dryness
and difficulty. While dry seasons can
be discouraging, that is often when our
faith can grow the most. Don't avoid
them, but live them well,

Ask why. Dryness in prayer can point
to areas that need attention. Chronic
stress, lack of rest, constant busyness,
excessive screen time, or unresolved sin
can weaken our attentiveness to God.
Examine your habits and ask what may
be interfering with prayer.

Remember the good times. When
times are tough, memory sustains love.

also a day of abstinence from meat
and fasting - one regular meal and two
small meals that together don't equal a
full meal.

February 22 - St. Margaret of Cortona
(1297). St. Margaret's conversion came
after the sudden death of the man she
was having an affair with. Shaken, she
repented and became a Franciscan
tertiary. She founded a hospital and an
order of Tertiary sisters — fe Poverelle
— to operate if.

February 22 - The Chair of §t, Peter.
Today marks St. Peter’s establishment
of the Holy See, the “seat” of authority,
in Rome. We thank God for His Church
and pray for its holy preservation.

Follow Mary’s example, who “kept all
these things, pondering them in her heart”
(Luke 2:19). Recall the ways God has
acted in your life. Remembering His
faithfulness restores confidence.

Renew your “yes” daily, Mary's
consent 1o God’s will was a daily
| surrender, even amid suffering. Resist
| the temptation to abandon prayer. Each
| day, echo her words: “Let it be done unto
{ me according to your word" (Luke 1:38).

Qur Mission
To provide practical ideas that promote
faithful Catholic living.

Success Publishing & Media, LLC
Publishers of Growing in Faith™ and Partners in Faith™
(540)662-7844 (540)662-7847 fax
htp:/fwww.infaithpublishing.com
(Unless noted Bible gquotes and references are from the
Revised Standard Version and the New American Bible -

Revised)
© Copynght 2026 Success Publishing & Media, LLC All Rights Resarved



Due to the
information was not available for printing.

weather, the offertory

This information will appear in next week’s
bulletin.

Thank you.

To sign up for weekly or one-time online
contributions, you can use the QR code or visit our
parish website: https.//
stjosephcrestline.org/
announcements.

Relic of St. Carlo Acutis

The Diocese of Toledo will host the Relic of the
Heart of Saint Carlo Acutis during a three-day
visit at Our Lady, Queen of the Most Holy
Rosary Cathedral from Saturday, February to
Monday, February 9, 2026.

Msgr. Anthony Figueiredo, promoter of St.
Carlo’s cause, will offer catechesis and
reflections drawn from his personal involvement
in Carlo’s canonization. The faithful are invited to
venerate the relic, deepen their faith through
prayer, and write prayer intentions that Msgr.
Figueiredo will bring to the tomb of St. Carlo in
Assisi.

See https://toledodiocese.org/diocesan/heart
for more information on the events surrounding
this visit.

Church in Latin America
Collection

Thank you for your generous support for last
week’s Collection for the Church in Latin
America. The money we collected will be used
to share the faith with our brothers and sisters in
Latin America and the Caribbean, so that they in
turn can share the Good News in their
communities. If you missed the collection, it’s

not too late to give! Visit usccb.org/Latin-
america.

Pray the Rosary

Holy Hour Wi
Pl ’ te: During th int ith Us!
case note: . uring these w.|n e_r Every Sunday at 9:55 am
months, we will not be meeting in .
in church before the
church on Tuesdays. Please 10:30 am Mass

continue to pray at home for our
beloved country. We will resume
sometime this coming spring. God
bless us all and the USA.

Extra rosaries can be
found in the narthex.

Crowds
Mountain
Blessed
Meek
Land

= Mercy
Hedrt
Rejoice
Glad

Reward ®
. IN
B
]

e L\ - =~

St. Joseph Senior Citizen Luncheon
Tuesday, February 17 at 12:15 pm - Convocation Center

Cost $5. Menu: grilled cheese sandwich, tomato soup, grapes, and cookie. Please
RSVP to the school office at 419-683-1284 by Wednesday, February 11.
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Job Opening at Most Pure Heart of Mary, Shelby

Part-time Parish Life Coordinator.

The Parish Life Coordinator is a passionately Catholic missionary disciple who
coordinates and oversees various activities in the life of the parish; as well as
plans, executes, and assesses faith-based social activities. This position also
coordinates parish fundraisers and volunteers. Qualifications include being an
active, practicing Catholic who possesses an authentic and faithful understanding
of Church teaching and is self-motivated, anticipatory, and collaborative in the
workplace; and has experience in budgeting, recruitment, evaluation, and
supervision.

Estimated start date will be February 17, 2026. To Apply please send cover letter
and resume to Most Pure Heart of Mary Parish, Attn: Father Chris Mileski, 29
West St., Shelby, OH 44875 or email at_fatherchris@stmaryshelby.org by February
8, 2026.

Saint Joseph Catholic Church

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



DEANERY WIDE

February 9 - 12, 2026
St. Joseph Activity Center &
Church, Galion

" Fr. John Miller

Fr. Chris Mileski

Fr. Jeff Smith

Fr. Chris Mileski

Each evening will begin at the Activity
Center at 6:30pm with a light dinner
followed by a presentation about
Jesus in the Eucharist at 7:00.
Following the presentation, we will
move to the church for Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament until 8:30pm.

formed

Forming Catholics for /ge.

This Week on Formed

Week of February 01, 2026

The Presentation

The Presentation is already foreshadowing the Cross. The

offering Mary makes at the Presematior

the Temple becomes

manifested and reaches its fulfilimerit at Calvary.

The Martyrs | Littlest Saints

When a young Christian girl Is arrested and impnscned in

ancient Rome, she hears stories of martyrs like St. Catherine of
Alexandria and 5t. Lawrence the Deacon—will she find the
strangth to make the ulimate sacrifice for her faith?

Martyrs and Monastics

Our parish has & Formed subscription
Visit signup.formed.org and select our parish name.

February 7 | May 2 | October 3
11:00am in the Upper Basilica

The Anointing of the Sick will be celebrated within Mass.
Following Mass, all are invited to receive

an individual blessing with the Relic of the True Cross,

& 5
< <

Basilica & National Shrine of

Our Lady of Consolation - 2% =
315 Clay St., Carey, Ohio 43316 i

Lunch, hosted by the Knights of Columbus,
will be available in the Shrine Cafeteria
following Mass.

Pilgrimage Opportunity

The Tri-Parish group of the Mansfield area invites you to consider
joining us on a trip to Italy October 12-23, 2026. We will spend
several nights in each of Assisi, Florence, and Rome, visiting many
basilicas, and other historical and faith-related sites. Mass will be
celebrated each day, and we will have a local guide
accompanying us throughout the trip. If the Holy Father is in
Rome, we will attend the weekly papal audience. You can find
additional information about this trip at_catholicfaithjourneys.
com or by contacting Kathy Wilkinson at 419-989-8513 or by
email to kmadams58@gmail.com.

The Catholic Women’s Club Scholarship

The Catholic Women's Club of the St. Juan Diego Deanery offers a
scholarship to a qualified Catholic girl in her Senior year.

She should graduate in 2026 from high school and plan to attend
college or trade school. She does not need to be attending
Catholic High School, or to attend a Catholic college to apply.

See your parish office, youth director, or the President of CWC,
Brenda Starr-Jude for the application form and requirements.

Submit the application by mail before April 8, 2026 to:
Brenda Starr-Jude, President CWC

182 Foxcroft Rd., Lexington OH 44904
PH:419-610-8251

Help with Tuition at St. Joseph School

Ohioans can receive a dollar for dollar tax credit up to $750

per person or $1,500 for married couples filing jointly for
donations to the Diocese of Toledo Scholarship Fund. Donations
received prior to April 15th, 2026 can be applied to the 2025 tax
year. Please designate St. Joseph, Crestline as the recipient. Learn

more at www.dotsgo.org.
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Zara Construction, Inc.

2 General Contractor
Vi v
v \"-. New Homes - Additions - Remodeling
\ Insurance Restoration - Roofing - Siding

3240 Park Avenue West, Mansfield, OH
419-525-3613

/" Let There Be
Peace on Earth
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O MERCIRL S RESIDETS

Operations: 900 E. Main St., Crestline, OH 44827
Business: 3240 Park Avenue West, Mansfield, OH 44906

419-571-2934

And Let [t Begin
With Me
LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

www.dzuganra.com

419-683-3100
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Consider catholicmaichr
Remembering Ohio
Your Parish in .

Your Will :

For further information, g

please call the parish office.

METAL ROOFING SYSTEMS)

Bloomville

419-544-6275

www.kssmetalroofs.com
kensstandingseamroofs@gmail.com
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