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Letter From the Pastor
Congratulations to our graduates!

This time of year brings many celebrations, and one of the greatest joys for our parish family is recognizing our graduates. Whether
graduating from kindergarten, middle school, high school, college, trade school, or another program, we congratulate all who have
reached this important milestone!

Graduation is more than receiving a diploma. It is the fruit of years of hard work, sacrifice, perseverance, and support from family,
teachers, mentors, and friends. Behind every graduate are many people who encouraged them along the way.

As Catholics, we also recognize that every gift and accomplishment ultimately comes from God. He has blessed each graduate with
unique talents, opportunities, and a calling. While graduation marks the end of one chapter, it is also the beginning of a new journey
/ ministry filled with decisions, challenges, and exciting possibilities with our Lord.

To our graduates: remember that success is not measured only by achievements, income, or recognition. True success is becoming

the person Jesus created you to be. Stay close to the Lord every stage of your life! Be people who bring Christ to others by the way

you live... wherever God calls you.

In Christ,
Fr. Jeff

Scripture Readings

For the Week of May 17, 2026

Metal Recycling Weekend

St. Joseph Parking Lot

Last Chance!

Sunday, May 17 — Noon to 2:00 pm

We welcome items made of steel, aluminum,

Sunday The Ascension of the Lord copper, and stainless steel. Old refrigerators,
Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9; Eph 1:17-23 or Heb 9:24-28; freezers, kitchen or laundry appliances, window
10:19-23; Mt 28:16-20 air conditioners, dehumidifiers, gas grills, patio

Monday Acts 19:1-8; Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab; Jn 16:29-33 furniture, and metal shelving are all acceptable.

Tuesday Acts 20:17-27; Ps 68:10-11, 20-21; Jn 17:1-11a Volunteer help appreciated! Proceeds benefit

Wednesday Acts 20:28-38; Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a, 35bc-36ab; Jn 17:11b-19 St. Joseph School.

Thursday Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11; Jn 17:20-26

Friday Acts 25:13b-21; Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab; Jn 21:15-19

Saturday Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Ps 11:4, 5 and 7; Jn 21:20-25 Catholic Communication

Sunday Pentecost Sunday Campaign

Acts 2:1-11; Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34; 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13; Jn
20:19-23

Memorial Day Mass at St. Joseph Cemetery
Monday, May 25 at 8:30 am

St. Joseph Cemetery
Please bring your own lawn chairs.

In case of rain, we will move the Mass to
St. Joseph Church.

God Bless all the men and women who
gave their lives while serving in the United

States Armed Forces.

Thank you for your generosity toward last
week’s collection for the Catholic
Communication Campaign (CCC). Your support
helps CCC fulfill its mission of love to share the
gospel message of hope. If you missed the
collection, it’s not too late to give! Visit www.

uscch.org/ccc.

Last Day of School - May 21

Please keep our school children, their parents
and our school staff in your prayers as they begin
their summer vacation. We pray that they will
have a safe and restful summer.

Saint Joseph Catholic Church
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a SATURDAY, SUNDAY,
MAY 16, © [ mMaY 17,

10AM TO 2PM NOON TO 2PM

The Building and Maintenance Crew has saved up some broken or replaced items
from around our campus. As we looked into recycling them we thought maybe .
parishioners would also have items that need to be recycled.

...................

The weekend between Mother’s Day and Pentecost, Kurtzman'’s will have a

large dumpster in the parking lot for your recyclable metal items. Steel, Aluminum,
Copper, Stainless Steel are welcome. More details next week about what we
will be able to accept.

................................

An old fridge, freezer or other kitchen or laundry appliance is fine. Window air

conditioners and dehumidifiers are okay. Rusted-out gas grille or patio furniture?
We'll take that. Replacing some metal shelving in your garage or basement?
Bring it over. :

Innovative Recycling will take it from there and the school
will receive a nice check to boot.

If you can'’t bring it yourself, we may be able to have someone
pick it up for you. You will need to call the parish office
(419-683-2015) to make your request in advance. If you
have questions or are able to help for a few hours, please
let Bonnie or Lisa know that as well.

7y

o reduce. | @ repurpose. | ) ReNEW. | Together, we make o difference! =




Mass Schedule & Intentions

Tuesday - May 19

6:30 pm Mass at Sacred Heart
Rhonda Borgelt

Wednesday - May 20
8:30 am Mass at Sacred Heart
Paul Gosser

Thursday - May 21
5:30 pm Confessions at St. Joseph
6:30 pm Mass at St. Joseph

For a Safe and Restful Summer for Our
School Students, Parents and Staff

Friday - May 22
8:30 am Mass at St. Joseph

For an Increase in Vocations to the
Priesthood and Religious Life

Saturday - May 23
3:30 pm Confessions at Sacred Heart
4:30 pm Mass at Sacred Heart

Ron & Barb Finnegan; Jeff Belcik

Sunday + May 24 - Pentecost Sunday

7:00 am Mass at St. Joseph
For the People of Sacred Heart and St.
Joseph Parishes
8:30am Mass at Sacred Heart
Cecil Biglin; Quentin Finnegan
10:30 am Mass at St. Joseph
Lindsey & Lisa Anatra; Gerald Bickert

Go and teach all nations, says the Lord; I
am with you always, until the end of the
world. Alleluia, alleluia.

~ Matthew 28: 19a, 20b

Check Ministry Pro Sunday, May 24 Sunday, May 24
for updates. 7:00 am 10:30 am
Lector Morgan Frye Joann Palm
Extraordinary Barbara DiPietro Ann Coward
Ministers of Holy Morgan Frye Joann Palm
Communion Connie Marek Dave Sharrock
Don Alt Adaline Burton
Altar Servers Jake Raffert Alexandrea Burton
y Sub Needed
Gift Bearers LarrY & Ruth Karl Ric & Carleen Higgins
Family Family
Usher Jerry Studer Bernadette Karasko
suers Curt Young Chris Wozniak

K/1 Classroom Teacher — St. Joseph Catholic
School, Crestline

St. Joseph Catholic School, Crestline is seeking a combined K/1 classroom
teacher for the 2026—-2027 school year.

Qualifications:

- Bachelor’s degree required; preferred background in early childhood
education, elementary education, or a related field

- Current Ohio teaching license or willingness to obtain appropriate
certification

- Successful background checks and completion of Virtus

- Support the mission of our Catholic school

Interested candidates should send cover letter and resume to
ssanders@stjosephcrestline.org or Sue Sanders, St. Joseph Catholic School,
333 N. Thoman, Crestline, OH 44827

Preschool Teacher Aide — St. Joseph Catholic
School, Crestline

St. Joseph Catholic School, Crestline, is seeking a part-time Preschool
Teacher’s Aide for the 2026-2027 school year. The hours would be Monday
- Thursday from 7:30 AM -2:00 PM.

Qualifications:

- High-school diploma

- Successful background checks and completion of Virtus
- Experience working with young children is preferred

- Willingness to obtain Aide Certification

- Nurturing and patience toward children

- Support the mission of our Catholic school

Interested candidates should send cover letter and resume to
ssanders@stjosephcrestline.org or Sue Sanders, St. Joseph Catholic School,
333 N. Thoman, Crestline, OH 44827
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TRANSITIONAL DIACONATE

ORDINATION

Deacon Evan Sekerak was ordained to the transitional diaconate on Saturday, May 16, 2026.
Meet the newest transitional deacon of the Diocese of Toledo!

Deacon Evan Sekerak

My name is Evan Sekerak, from St. Aloysius in Bowling Green. Growing up, my
parents showed my younger sister, brother, and me that faith is always a priority no
matter where the military moved us, including the gift of now twenty years of
Catholic education. Everywhere we lived, we found ourselves at home by jumping
wholly into parish life. My father’s last assignment brought us back to Ohio, our
families’ home and Bowling Green, where it began. Here, my thoughts about the
priesthood and my faith in general took more shape through the diocese’s
discernment groups and retreats and attending ordinations since 2006.

| attended Cardinal Stritch Catholic High School and then made the 1,000+ mile trip to the University of Mary in
North Dakota to study engineering. After a year, | switched my major to philosophy as God’s call to enter the
seminary became clearer. In the spring of 2020, | applied and was accepted to enter the seminary for the
Diocese of Toledo. | spent two years at Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit before arriving to my current
home at Mount St. Mary’s in Cincinnati.

The example of holiness and presence of the priests from all the places we lived was a great witness that |
believe planted the seeds of my vocation. So many were encouraging and took time from their busy days to
foster my prayer, discernment, and zeal. | am also grateful for the prayers and support from so many across the
diocese where | have served and who | have not yet met. Please continue to pray for all of our seminarians as we
discern and are formed to be the men and priests to make Christ present as He so wishes to be.

Please keep our newest transitional deacon and all seminarians in your prayers!



May 10, 2026

Total Offertory Collection ............. $6,261.13
Sunday Envelopes ......ccccceeveeveennen. $1,840.00
Loose Checks (All Categories)............. $435.00
LOOSE CUITENCY eovveereereereenreeeveereennnn $532.00
Online Giving (All Categories)............. $735.13
Votive LIghtS....cccvveeriecieiieceecre e, $59.00
School SUPPOrt ..ccvecviceecieeceeeee e, $40.00
Parish Maintenance ........ccocvveeeeenn. $1,485.00
Church Building Maintenance............ $520.00
Caritas .ooooeveiieieee e
ASCENSION et
Cemetery....ooocciiniiiiiiiiiiiee e

Catholic Communications........cccoeeun....

Thank You !

To sign up for weekly or one-
time online contributions, you
can use the QR code or visit our
parish website: https.//
stjosephcrestline.org/announcements.

Widow’s Group
Sunday, May 24 at 1:00 pm

Sacred Heart School Gymnasium
ATTENTION ALL WIDOWS:

Come join us at our 2nd area wide Widow's
Group get together.

While rooted in the Catholic faith, all widows are
welcome. Feel free to invite a friend.

For more information contact: Lilian Niese at
rriniese @hotmail.com or Kathy Cole at kathym.

cole@icloud.com

The Parish Office will be
closed on Memorial Day,
Monday, May 25.

Memorial Day,

Holy Hour

Please join us as we pray a Holy
Hour on Tuesdays at 11:00 am in
St. Joseph Church.

Come and pray the rosary and
other prayers for our beloved
country. God bless us all and the
USA.

Pray the Rosary

With Us!

Every Sunday at 9:55 am
in church before the
10:30 am Mass

Extra rosaries can be
found in the narthex.
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Furish

Girgge Sl

Thursday, June 11 through Saturday, June 13, 2026
Hours: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm every day

No clothing or exercise equipment please. If possible, please price the items you
donate. More details coming regarding dates/times to drop off donated items.

To make this a successful event, we will need several volunteers. If you can help
any or all of these days, please call Cyril Cochran at 419-632-3166. We really
appreciate it! All proceeds go to St. Joseph School.

Church Cleaners Needed

We are looking for some volunteers to join the church cleaning crew. Do you
have some time on Monday mornings a couple of times a month to help out?
Duties include dusting, vacuuming, and dry mopping. If you are interested,
please contact Bonnie at the Parish Office - 419-683-2015. Thank you!

Saint Joseph Catholic Church
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Night
of Healing

WORSHIP WORD HEALING

* Diocese
Dioc
B,

il oo |
Fr. John Miller

Fr. Kishore Kottana
Fr. James Brown

St Peter, Mansfield

104 W. 1st St., Mansfield, OH 44902

ADORATION WITNESS RECONCILIATION

Group healing and personal prayer teams
For more info call the Ministry to Catholic Charismatic Renewal 734-888-8197¢r visit website: www.mccrholyspirit.org

Check Out FORMED

The summer months are a great time to check out all of the
inspiring content on FORMED. Take some time and explore! It
will be time well spent! Our parish has a subscription which
makes FORMED free to you. Visit sighup.formed.org and select
our parish name.

formed

Forming Cathelics for /e

This Week on Formed

Week of May 17. 2026

Saint Rita

ESt. Rita of
This story &
hirm oo
chil

= immaortalized in this wonderful, deeply moving film
who married her knight, helped
nd convert to faith, happily bore im two

his r‘ark na:
4, -and later end
lifee. Her story and love for

es everything in her

eal holiness!

The Ascension | Sacred Art

‘;L;';“,zm |

The Asceasion of Christ

Join Dr. Ben Akers and Taylor Kemp to expand your knowledge
of sacred art. In this episode on Formed, they discuss The
Ascension of Christ by tacopo Tintoretto.

Saint Rita of Cascia: The True Story

Our parish has & Formed subscription.
Visit signup.formed.org and select our parish name.

3rd & 4th Grade Full-Time Teacher
Sacred Heart School, Shelby, Ohio

Sacred Heart School is seeking a dedicated and enthusiastic full-
time 3rd and 4th Grade Teacher for the 2026-2027 academic
year. We invite qualified candidates to become part of our
outstanding Catholic school community, rooted in faith, academic
excellence, and service.

Qualifications:

e Valid and appropriate state teaching licensure

e Successful completion of BCl and FBI background checks

¢ Strong commitment to Catholic education and values and a
passion for fostering student learning and development

Position Benefits include competitive salary; paid personal and
sick leave; comprehensive benefits package including health,
dental, vision, and life insurance; and retirement plan. Interested
candidates are encouraged to submit a resume and salary
expectations via email to Lmyers@shelbysacredheart.org or
applications may also be delivered in person to the Sacred Heart
School Office.

Spring Fling
Friday, May 22  6:00 pm to 10:00 pm
St. Mary School, 26 West St., Shelby, Ohio

BINGO with a twist - Each game features a chance to win a
Designer Handbag or $250 Cash! Live Auction, Basket Raffle,
50/50 Raffle and a DJ!

Reserve your table: $400 per table (seats 8 guests). Includes
dinner for all guests and one pack of BINGO cards for each guest.
Same-day payment in full is required to secure your reservation.
For reservations, call 419-342-2626.

All proceeds from the Spring Fling go directly to St. Mary School.

Adoration at the Ohio Statehouse

Tuesday, June 2 - Praying for Unity and Healing of
Our Country

In celebrating Catholic contributions to the United States of
America on the Semiquincentennial anniversary, the U.S. bishops
will consecrate the United States to the Sacred Heart of Jesus on
June 11, 2026. In preparation for this historic event and
America's 250th anniversary, all are invited to come and pray at
the Ohio Statehouse and contribute to 250 Hours of Adoration.

Eucharistic Adoration will take place:

Tuesday, June 2, 2026 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm
Governor Thomas Worthington Center (inside the Ohio
Statehouse)

1 Capitol Square, Columbus, Ohio, 43215

For more information, visit https://www.ohiocathconf.org/
adoration

T
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BY BISHOP DANIEL E. THOMAS

“A Catholic and American Moment!”

Growing up Catholic in Philadelphia, there were a few
realities that simply went with the terntory! In our lLiving
room, there was always an image of the Sacred Heart of Jesus,
hung there by my parents in accord with the promises of
Jesus to Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque. What memores 1
have of hearing my Dad whisper prayers to the Sacred Heart
as he passed by that image! My folks mnstilled in us a deep
love for Jesus and His Church!
In the City of Brotherly Love
and nearby, there was always
the draw of historical places,
and my parents made sure that
early on we had an
appreciation for history and a
love for our country. What
memories I have of my parents
taking us on tours and visits to
the Liberty Bell, to
Independence Hall, and to
Valley Forge. My folks
instilled in us a deep love and
respect for our country and for
her citizenry.

On July 4t of this year, we will celebrate the 250t birthday
of our nation, grateful for the blessings of this our “land of
the free and the home of the brave” And to mark this
“sermuiquincentennial”’, on June 11, the eve of the Solemmty
of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, the Bishops of the United
States gathered in prayer will consecrate our Nation to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus. This truly is a Catholic and American
Moment!

It was two hundred and fifty years ago that a remarkable
group of men, including several faithful Catholics, gathered
in my hometown of Philadelphia. Their deliberations would
change the course of history. The Declaration of

Scene at the Sigming of the Constitution of the United States by Howard Chandler Christy, 1940

Independence proclaimed that “all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the
pursuit of Happiness™” As an American, I have always found
those words moving. As a bishop, I find them even more so,
for they echo, however imperfectly, truths the Church has
proclaimed from her very beginning: that every human
person bears the image and
likeness of God, and that
human dignity is not a gift of
government but a gift of God
Himself; that our freedom has
been won for us by the
crucified and risen Lord, and
that perfect happiness awaits
us in heaven!

The Catholic Story
of America

The story of the Catholic
Church in America 1s as old as
the nation itself, indeed, older.
Long before the first shots of
the Revolution were fired, Catholic missionaries were
planting the Cross in American soil. Franciscan and Jesuit
priests journeyed into the unknown wilderness, learning the
languages of indigenous peoples and sharing the Gospel at
great personal cost. The North American Martyrs, Saints
Isaac Jogues, Jean de Brébeuf, and their companions, gave
their lives for the faith on this very continent. Their blood,
shed out of love, planted the first seeds of the Church in the
New World.

When the Founders gathered in Philadelphia to declare
independence and later to frame a Constitution, Catholics
were present among them. Charles Carroll of Carrollton was
the only Catholic signer of the Declaration of Independence,
and the last surviving signer to die. His cousin, Bishop John

Saint Joseph Catholic Church
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Carroll, became the first Catholic bishop in the United States,
assigned to the newly established See of Baltimore in 1789,
the very year George Washington took the oath of oftfice as
President. From those intertwined beginnings, the Church
and the Country grew, a nation of sinners and saints.

Wave upon wave of Catholic immigrants, many settling right
here in Northwest Ohio, came to these shores carrying with
them their faith. They built parishes, schools, hospitals, and
orphanages in every corner of this land.

love, and peace may be more fully realized in our land.

250 Hours of Adoration & 250 Works of Mercy

The USCCB has also recommended two powerful ways for
Catholics to witness and participate in the _America 250
commemoration as a Church. I mvite each of our parishes
and families to consider taking part in both, together a unique
expression of who we are:

250 Hours of Adoration Panshes are

Catholic Religious Sisters staffed those
schools and hospitals, often without
pay, serving the uneducated, poor and
sick with heroic generosity. Today, the
Catholic Church operates the largest
private school system in the country and
one of the largest networks of hospitals
and charitable organizations in the
world. This is the Catholic contribution
to America, not merely in words, but in
works of mercy that have shaped this

encouraged to host holy hours or a
series of holy hours before the Blessed
Sacrament, praying for the unity and
healing of our nation. As Pope Francis
reminded us in Difexit Nos, we are to
"nourish our lives with the strength of
the Eucharist" so that we might
understand and live Christ’s love more
deeply. There is no better preparation
for the consecration than time spent in
silent prayer before the Lord, truly

nation from its eatliest days.
An Historic Act of Consecration

In preparation for the historic .Awerica 250 celebration, this
June 11t will be the first time the United States has ever been
formally consecrated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, entrusting
America to the merciful love of Chuist.

Devotion to the Sacred Heart 1s among the most beloved and
ancient devotions in the life of the Church. It deepened
dramatically through the apparitions of Our Lord to Saint
Margaret Mary Alacoque in the seventeenth century and has
since been championed by pope after pope as a wellspring of
grace for individuals, families, and nations.

To consecrate our nation to the Sacred Heart is not a political
act. It is a profound act of prayer, an acknowledgment that
we, the people of this nation, need the mercy, healing, and
love that only Chnst can give. In a ime of deep division, fear,
and uncertainty, what better gift could we offer our country
than to place it, with open hands, into the Heart of Jesus?

An Invitation

I warmly invite every parish, school, family, and individual in
the Diocese of Toledo to join in this moment of grace. The
U.S. bishops are encouraging parishes around the country to
join them in consecrating our nation to the Sacred Heart in
June, praying together for the unity and healing of our
beloved country. This is a2 moment for all of us — not just
bishops — to lift our hearts and our nation to Christ.

In the weeks leading up to June 11t the USCCB has
prepared a novena and rich prayer resources to help the
faithful prepare. We will pray not only for ourselves but for
our neighbors, our communities, and for all Amernicans of
every background and belief, that God's kingdom of justice,

present in the Most Blessed Sacrament.

2750 Works of Mercy Rooted in the Gospel of Matthew,
the Corporal Works of Mercy, feeding the hungry, giving
drink to the thirsty, sheltering the homeless, visiting the sick
and imprisoned, burying the dead, and giving alms to the
poor, are central to our Catholic identity. As we celebrate 250
years of America, let us ask: how can our parish, our family,
our school perform works of mercy that reflect the love of
the Sacred Heart to those most in need in our community?

For resources on the consecration, the novena, 250 Hours of
Adoration, 250 Works of Mercy, and more, I invite you to
visit our diocesan page at toledodiocese.org/america250.
There you will find everything you need to participate fully
and prayerfully in this historic moment.

As I reflect on 250 years of American history, as a Catholic
and as an American, I find myself grateful, grateful for the
missionaries who carried the Gospel to this continent, for the
immigrants who built our parishes with their sacrifices, and
for every faithful Catholic who has lived the Gospel in this
land. And I find myself hopeful, hopeful that by entrusting
our nation to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, we renew our
commitment to be, as a Church, a leaven of justice, love and
peace in our society.  As we entrust our Nation to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus, may we whisper those familiar prayers:
Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place my hope in you; Sacred Heart
of Jesus make my heart like unto thine; Sacred Heart of Jesus,
have mercy on me a sinner.”

-f-MM
Most Rev. Daniel E. Thomas

Bishop of Toledo
May 8, 2026
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Zara Construction, Inc.

General Contractor
v New Homes - Additions - Remodeling
Insurance Restoration - Roofing - Siding

3240 Park Avenue West, Mansfield, OH
419-525-3613

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

www.dzuganra.com

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL
& AUCTION SERVICES

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will

For further information,
please call the parish office.

" Let There Be

Peace on Earth

Operations: 900 E. Main St., Crestline, OH 44827 -"_:_-._. A
Business: 3240 Park Avenue West, Mansfield, OH 44906 | &

419-571-2934

And Let [t Begin
With Me
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