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April 2026 Meeting Schedule 

Organization Location Time Date 

Legion Post 3   Elks Lodge, 5910 S 58th St   7:00 PM 04/14/26 

Auxiliary Unit 3   Elks Lodge, 5910 S 58th St   7:00 PM 04/14/26 

SAL Squadron 3   Post 3 Office, 123 S 84th St   7:00 PM 04/09/26 

ALR Chapter 3   Denton Legion Club   6:00 PM  04/16/26 

40 & 8 Voiture 103   Elks Lodge, 5910 S 58th St   6:30 PM 04/21/26 

8 & 40 Salon 832   Elks Lodge, 5910 s 58th St   6:30 PM 04/21/26 

8 & 40 Salon 92   VFW 3606, 3340 West A St   1:00 PM 04/16/26 

Buddy Check   Enclosed Shelter, 1650 Antelope Park    6:00 PM 04/22/26 

CoffeeHaus   Auld Pavilion, Antelope Park   10:00 AM 04/18/26 



 

 

Commander’s Call 

Fellow Legionnaire, 

This month we will be honoring twenty Post 3 members 

for multiple years of Continuous Service in the American 

Legion.  We will present certificates to nine 50 

Continuous Year members, eight 60-year and three 70-

year members. All these members have been invited to attend our monthly 

meeting on April 14th at the Elks Club. Hopefully we will be able to recognize 

these folks in person and present them with their certificates. Six of these 

members live out of state and have already had their certificates along with 

letters from the Post congratulating and thanking them. Of course, any local 

members that cannot make it in person will have their certificates mailed to 

them.  

In next month’s newsletter we will recognize all twenty of these gentlemen 

with accompanying photos of those attending our monthly meeting.  In times 

of declining membership these Legionnaires in particular command our 

highest respect and admiration for maintaining a lengthy continuous 

membership in the American Legion. 

Additionally in April we will be recognizing University of Nebraska Lincoln 

(UNL) Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) and Northeast High School 

Junior ROTC students for Scholastic and Military Excellence with medals and 

certificates. These awards will be presented on April 16th at the 2026 

Chancellor’s Review in Cook Pavilion on the UNL campus and at Lincoln 

Northeast High School at their Junior ROTC Award Ceremony. Post 3 annually 

supports these important programs that prepare our young people to be good 

citizens and appreciate military service. 

As noted in last month’s newsletter Post 3 has one male and one female 

applicant for the 2026 American Legion Law Cadet Program. On April 2nd Post 

3 will hold a board to interview and certify these two candidates as the District 

15 nominees for attendance this summer at the State Patrol Training Academy 

in Grand Island.  

 



 

 

(Commander’s Call – Continued) 

 

At the Academy they will explore and experience various aspects of law 

enforcement such as firearms training and emergency vehicle operation. 

Additional areas of instruction are on drones, aviation support, gangs and 

SWAT. The Post will pay $100 for each applicant which covers insurance, food, 

T-shirt, cap, classroom materials and administrative expenses. The Nebraska 

State Patrol provides training, counselors, facilities and equipment as a public 

service. Our candidates appear very well qualified to represent Post 3 and 

District 15 well. 

Again, this month I want to advertise our Post 3 Scholarship program. We are 

offering three $500 scholarships to students who are related to Post 3 

members for continuing education.  Applications are available in this 

newsletter, on the Post 3 web site at www.lincolnpost3.org and available on 

request at our office. Applications must be submitted to the Post not later than 

May 31st so if you have students who may qualify, please submit applications 

on time.  Post 3 will convene a board to select the most outstanding 

candidates for these scholarships. 

Finally, there is still time left if you have not renewed your Post 3 2026-2027 

membership, please do that expeditiously. As you will see from this 

newsletter, we are doing very good so far in getting over 93% of our 

membership renewed. That last 7% is a challenge for us to achieve. As always 

please at every opportunity encourage any veteran you know that is not a 

Legion member to join us.  

Happy Easter wishes to all! 

 

For God and Country, 

Ron Hindmand 

Post 3 Commander 

 

 

http://www.lincolnpost3.org/


 

 

Notes from the Adjutant’s Desk 

Fellow Legionnaires, 

I am now into my second month as Adjutant of Post 

3.  I want to thank everyone for their support as I 

transition into filling Ed Schnabel’s many years of 

service.  

As of March 31st, membership is just above 93%. 

We have 877 members paid for 2026. Our goal from 

National was 923 members.  We are now in the slow 

period for renewals.  If you haven’t paid your dues 

there are several ways to continue your membership. You can pay online, send 

your dues to the post or stop by the office on Tuesdays or Thursdays from 10:00 

to 12:00.  

At our next post meeting, we will recognize members for 50, 60, and 70 years of 

continuous service. We have invited these members to our next post meeting on 

Tuesday, April 14th when we can present the certificates in person.  Those unable 

to attend will be mailed their certificates.  These are some great achievements. 

We are also working on our Consolidated Post Report for the year. This 

document shows what Post 3 has done for the year so far.  Examples of what we 

do are items such as Honor Guard, Oratorical Contest, Junior Law Cadet, Boys 

State and the like. This document goes to National, who in turn, lets our 

Congress and Senate know what we do to continue to fund Veteran’s programs 

and also gives us a voice.  

I am available to serve you in anything you may have a question.  My cell # 617-

407-1841.  Leave a brief message and a phone number and I’ll get back to you 

ASAP. 

 

Steve Fowles                                                                                                              

Post 3 Adjutant 

 

 



 

 

Lincoln CBOC/VA News 

I want to wish a very Happy Easter and Passover to all Veterans who 

have given so much to protect this Country. 

The VA is currently requesting Veterans to update their VA 

Identification Cards.  If you receive a notice from the Department of 

Veteran Affairs, you can update your VA ID card while in the Clinic.  

You will need to bring some form of a State issued ID, like a Driver’s 

License, etc. 

The Lincoln CBOC can always use bus passes or gas cards. Gift cards can be used to buy 

clothing, coats, etc., as the needs come up during the year. 

There will be a “Veteran Health Fair,” at the Lincoln CBOC, Thursday May 28th.  More details to 

come later. 

Flu shots and Covid shots are now being given for those with appointments, walk-ins, or 
through urgent care.  If you have an appointment, you will be asked if you wish a flu or covid 
shot, or to update any other vaccines that show up as overdue on your VA Health records.  If 
you do not have an upcoming appointment, call your local clinic to schedule one. Covid shots 
are being given by appointment only.  
 
If you receive a statement from the VA for Co-payments, remember that most CBOC do not 

have finance offices.  If you have a billing question, you need to call the number that is listed 

on your statement.  Mail payment to the address shown on your statement.  You should find a 

finance office at most of the VA Hospitals, but they may have limited hours.   This is true for 

the Omaha VA hospital. 

Currently there are no mask requirements at VA clinics and hospitals.  Masks are available for 
those who wish to wear them at the front doors of the clinics. 
 
Express Care is a walk-in service, for those who wish to have a nurse check out minor items.  
Times might be different at your local clinic, so give them a call and see if they offer this 
service. This care is available to those who might wish to see a VA nurse without an 
appointment during normal hours.  The Lincoln Clinic treats 300 a month as walk-ins. 
 
With the signing of the PAC act, more veterans have become eligible for services, not only for 
those who served “boots on the ground”, but anyone who has served since the Gulf War.   
If you have any questions, call your local county, or state service officer, or registered VSO.  It 
only takes a few minutes to see if you might qualify for a new increase, or a new VA disability 
rating.  
 
Veteran Affairs web sites are great places to visit. You can find out the latest information 
affecting Veterans. You can track claim status, file for travel pay, view your VA account, 
payments received, or Co-pay owed. You can make the Co-pay payments online, etc. 
 
 
 



 

 

(Lincoln CBOC/VA News – Continued) 
 
My HealtheVet site allows you to set up an account where you can view you VA medical 
records, track your meds, order meds, or contact your VA medicals providers.  It is a quick 
and easy way to see notes on your latest appointment and track your upcoming 
appointments. 
 
The Lincoln Clinic does not currently have an Advocate on site.  If you need to talk to an 

Advocate, you will need to contact their office by phone.  There are numbers to call, based on 

your question, posted on the door of the Advocate Office in the Lincoln Clinic 

The Lincoln CBOC is trying to fill open staff positions, podiatrist, including a NP or nurse to 

provide foot care for Veterans in the Lincoln area. 

There are many ways to serve veterans.  The VA system has need of volunteers.  The local 

clinics or hospitals can always use volunteers for Greeters or Escorts. 

The VA can use more volunteers at your local clinic or hospital.  You can volunteer to help 

veterans in a local clinic or hospital, or a veteran home. They can always use a monetary 

donation, or you can donate activities bags for younger kids to have when they come to the 

clinic or hospital with a parent for their appointments.  

Hours given by the volunteers are credited with saving the VA Health at Omaha, Lincoln, and 
GI an equivalent of 25 full-time staff employees. This is based on an hour of service being 
credited at the rate of $31.50 dollars per hour. 
 
A food drive to collect food items for our homeless veterans in our area is still ongoing.  Items 
requested are shelf ready, power bars, easy to open items (pull tabs), etc.  Please do not bring 
in food items that are past their expiration date as they just must be thrown away.   A can 
opener would be nice.   
 
There are few requests for food items that need to be cooked, such as canned vegetables, 
baked beans, etc.  Other items that our Homeless Veterans could use are hygiene care items.  
They should be the small size that would fit easily into a backpack.  Volunteer Services has a 
list of the most requested items.  In Lincoln, they can be reached by calling 402-486-7938 or 
texting Ty.Andrews@va.Gov. 
 
Only trained service animals should be brought into a VA Health clinic or hospital. Trained 
service animals that qualify under DAV requirements are always welcome.  Other pets do not 
qualify and should be left at home.  If you do bring a comfort or emotional support dog into a 
VA clinic, you are responsible for cleaning up after them.   Please do so.  Don’t leave a mess 
for others to clean-up.  
 
Thanks for your service to your fellow Veterans and thanks for your service to this great 
country. 
 
Ed Schnabel 
American Legion Rep 
For the Lincoln CBOC 



 

 

ALR Riders, Chapter 3 Director’s Remarks 

Greetings, Fellow Riders and American Legion Family! 

Welcome to springtime in Nebraska... daytime temperatures in 

the "who knows whether it'll be hot or cold" range, and 

nighttime temperatures in the "why is it still so dang cold" 

range.  As they say... Nebraska, it's not for everyone. 

As you will have seen, the warmer daytime temperatures have 

brought out the motorcycle riders in increasing numbers.  I ask 

all of you to please remain vigilant.  

Drivers, please remember that each motorcyclist is a mother, father, son, daughter, 

grandmother, grandfather, grandson or granddaughter... or auntie or uncle or cousin or 

whatever.  Each of whom wants nothing more than to arrive at their destination safe and 

alive.  Be cautious as you approach intersections, and keep vigilant while driving. 

Riders, please remember that you are less visible than other vehicles, and that the 

reason that a driver doesn't see you is more likely to have simply not noticed you rather 

than maliciously targeted you (even though sometimes it seems like the latter is 

sometimes the case).  Keep your head on a swivel and do your best to make sure you 

are visible to other drivers. 

There are still raffle tickets available for both the rifle and the motorcycle. 

We already have several events on our riding calendar coming up in the next few 

months... several parades (including our usual appearance in Seward), a couple of 

longer rides (Nebraska Legacy Run and the Ride For America - Nebraskas 250 Flag 

Escort), and I plan on leading at least a couple of dinner rides. 

Keep an eye on our Facebook page for details and more exciting information. 

Until next time, 

Ride (and Drive) Safe! 

 

Bruce Gubser 

Rider Director 

Lincoln Chapter 3, American Legion Riders 

 



 

 

Post 3 Honor Guard 

 

In March, the Honor Guard assisted the Military Honors teams at 10 funerals. 

Their civic involvement was limited to one event:  We presented the Colors at the 

annual PGA Professionals meeting at Hillcrest Country Club. 

In calendar year 2026, the Honor Guard assisted the Military Honors Teams at 23 

funerals and was present at 5 civic functions. 

The dedication of the Honor Guard in paying tribute to our fallen veterans and 

appearances at civic functions is truly valued.  I sincerely thank all those who 

continue to offer their support. 

Post 3 TAPS – March 2026 

 

LEGIONNAIRE WAR ERA BRANCH YEARS 
Lee M. Hinrichs Korea Army 73 

Vern A. Jansky,  Sr. Korea Navy 57 

Gerald A. Saunders Vietnam Army 34 



 

 

The Chaplain’s Remarks 

 

WAKING UP—April 2026—It’s not snowing. It’s not hailing. And…it’s not coming up on 

your next subscriber program. It’s…YOU! 

The Lord is not someone that you can have your way with. For example: God IS NOT 

here for YOUR convenience, nor for your varying tastes, according to His own Word, 

the Holy Bible (Exodus 20:1 – 7). He has told us—upfront—that He is only God. No 

other forms of nature or spirit can take His place. 

But let’s take another gander at what God KNOWS you can do for proper worship and 

fellowship. It starts with accepting that First Commandment, in short: “Thou shalt not 

have strange gods before Him.” Examples of other gods may include: your ego, your 

family’s inordinate attention for one another, fame, fortune, money, and notoriety above 

God. Any time you violate, or transgress, God’s will, it’s called sin, or disfellowship 

with Him (the scene of Adam and Eve’s eating of the forbidden fruit, as enticed by a 

talking snake, Satan in disguise).  

And then there’s the notion of what you expect of God. Are you a follower of the 

world’s most ardent offerings—sex, money, power, fame—or are you up to being holy, 

i.e., living your life as one of God’s persons with the Bible close to your heart 

(Leviticus 11:44; 1 Peter 1:16). 

The power of the good life is well available to every saint, or faithful follower of Christ.   

God desires your praise so He may faithfully guide you as you depend on Him. 

 

Rev. Dr. William Jackson                                                                                                                                       
Lincoln ALP 3 Chaplain 

 

 



 

 

Regular Meeting of American Legion Post 3  

Lincoln Elks Lodge #80 - March 10, 2026 

 

Commander Ron Hindmand opened the March 10, 2026, meeting of American 

Legion Post 3 at 7:00 PM at the Lincoln Elks Lodge 80 with 21 Legionnaires 

present. 

 

Veterans of the various war eras were asked to stand and be recognized. 

 

The minutes of the February meeting of Post 3/District 15 were read and approved. 

 

Steve Bartos reported on Boys State, indicating that there were only eight 

applicants from Lincoln. 

 

Finance Officer Bruce Gubser gave the financial report for February showing a 

balance on hand of $49,884.16 

 

Chapter 3 Riders Director Bruce Gubser reported on upcoming raffles and Rider 

participation in the recent Abate Show.  He reminded everyone that the improving 

weather will put more motorcycles on the road. 

 

Adjutant Steve Fowles reported Post 3 membership at 872. 

 

Gerry Wolf reported on Memorial Squad activities for January and February. 

 

Squadron 3 Commander Brendan Moore announced that the SAL would meet this 

Thursday at the Post 3 business office. 

 

Commander Ron Hindmand announced that we would be sponsoring one boy and 

one girl for the Jr. Law Cadet Program.  Interviews of the applicants will be 

upcoming. 

 

As carry-over business from the District Convention, tentative dates for the 2027 

Law Cadet interviews and Boys State orientation were confirmed. 

 

 



 

 

(Meeting Minutes – Continued) 

 

Commander Hindmand reported that Post 3 has 20 Legionnaires who will be 

receiving certificates for 50, 60, or 70 years of continuous membership in the 

American Legion.  For those able to attend, presentations will be made at the April 

meeting. 

 

It was announced that the Veterans Advisory Group Coffeehaus will be held at the 

VFW on West “A” Street in March.  (third Friday) 

 

Commander Hindmand mentioned the Auxiliary fundraiser at Don & Millie’s and 

the Elvis Show fundraiser to be held at the Playmore Ballroom. 

 

The Unit 3 Auxiliary was thanked for providing refreshments tonight in recognition 

of the American Legion Birthday. 

 

Ron Hoppes initiated a discussion on ways in which veterans can get help.  The 

Be The One initiative is one way.  Monthly Buddy Checks are held.  The Vet Center 

is located next door to the Post 3 business office.  The VA Clinic also has help 

available. 

 

Ed Schnabel reported that the developer has announced plans to begin converting 

the original VA Hospital to potential veterans’ housing in the near future. 

 

Steve Bartos read the TAPS report, and the meeting was closed in proper form at 

about 7:30 PM. 

 

Steve Bartos 

Recorder 

 

 

 



 

 

U S Army Air Force Serviceman identified from WWII 

On Feb. 24, 2026, the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency identified the 

remains of U.S. Army Air Forces Tech. Sgt. Jim W. Verhines, missing from World 

War II.  Verhines entered the service from Texas and served with the 458th 

Bombardment Squadron, 330th Bombardment Group.  

On April 13, 1945, he was the engineer on a B-29 Superfortress aircraft that took 

part in a combat mission against targets in Tokyo, Japan. During the mission, 

the aircraft was shot down. Verhines survived the crash but was captured and 

later imprisoned at the Tokyo Military Prison.  He died on the night of May 25–26, 

1945, when an air raid ignited a fire that burned much of Tokyo, including the 

Military Prison.  

Following the war, the American Graves Registration Service recovered 65 sets 

of remains from the prison but was unable to identify any as Verhines. Thirty-

nine Unknowns associated with the Tokyo Military Prison were interred at Fort 

McKinley Cemetery, now the Manila American Cemetery and Memorial, in Manila, 

the Philippines.  

In 2022, DPAA exhumed those 39 Unknowns for laboratory analysis. There, 

scientists used modern forensic techniques to identify Verhines. 

He is memorialized on the Courts of the Missing at the National Memorial 

Cemetery of the Pacific. 

 



 

 

Medal of Honor Recipient Terry Richardson 

 

Staff Sergeant Terry P. Richardson distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and 

intrepidity above and beyond the call of duty on September 14, 1968, while serving as the 

Lima Platoon Leader with Company A, 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry Regiment, 1st Infantry 

Division in the vicinity of Loc Ninh, Republic of Vietnam.  

On this date, his company was tasked with the mission of securing Hill 222 in hostile 

enemy territory near the Cambodian border. It was a hilly area covered with rubber trees. 

Lima Platoon was assigned by the company commander to be on point for the mission. 

Staff Sergeant Richardson directed one of his squads to be the point element leading the 

way. Shortly after the assault began, three of the squad members became severely 

wounded and pinned down between three enemy machine gun bunkers. Going back on 

three separate occasions, Staff Sergeant Richardson advanced forward under heavy 

enemy fire and recovered his wounded Soldiers between heavy machine gun fire.  

By the time he was able to make it back to join his unit, his entire company had been 

completely surrounded by the enemy. Staff Sergeant Richardson gave instructions to his 

soldiers to cover him and then, without regard for his own safety, advanced to the top of 

Hill 222 under enemy fire for better sight lines to direct the tactical air strikes. He began to 

direct the tactical air strikes and shortly thereafter became wounded by an enemy sniper. 

Staff Sergeant Richardson continued directing the tactical strikes for seven more hours, 

before the enemy broke contact with him and his company. Six soldiers from his platoon 

found him, still alive but wounded and unable to hear due to his proximity to the ordnance 

dropped all around him. 

 Staff Sergeant Richardson declined medical evacuation for his gunshot wound and 

requested that he be allowed to stay to lead his soldiers. The damage caused to the enemy 

by his direction of the tactical air strikes allowed his company to secure Hill 222 

unopposed saving the lives of 82 fellow soldiers who remained in Alpha Company.  

Staff Sergeant Richardson’s conspicuous gallantry, extraordinary heroism, and intrepidity 

at the risk of his life, above and beyond the call of duty, are in keeping with the highest 

traditions of military service and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United 

States Army. 



 

 

Friday, April 17th, 10:00-12:00 A.M.

 



 

 

Wednesday, April 22nd, 6:00-8:00 P.M.

 

 



 

 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 3 is partnering with Don & Millie's (at both locations, 56th & 

Nebraska Parkway and 81st and O Street), with an ongoing fundraiser. Every 3rd Sunday, from 

11am-9pm. Just tell the cashier that you are supporting Legion Auxiliary Unit 3 when you dine 

in or drive through. Don & Millie's will donate 20% of your order to the Auxiliary. You eat there 

anyway (you know you do, admit it), so why not support a worthy cause while you're at it! 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

Sons Of The American Legion Application 

 

To be eligible for membership in the Sons of the American Legion, you must be a 

male descendant (son, grandson, stepson, or adopted son) of:   

A member of The American Legion, or 

A veteran who died in service during World War I or since December 7, 1941, or 

A veteran who died after their honorable discharge from such service, and 

Return the application below along with $35.00 to: 

Sons of The American Legion ATTN: 

Brendan Moore 

123 South 84th Street, Suite L 

Lincoln, Ne 68510 

  



 

 

Become a Member of The American Legion 

Do you want to help your community and fellow Veterans by becoming a 

member of the American Legion?  Would you want to help recruit a new 

member?  If you can certify you, or do you know someone, who served at least 

one day of active military duty since December 7, 1941, and was honorably 

discharged or are currently serving honorably?  Then they are eligible.  

Complete the application below and send it with a check in the amount of $56.00 

to:   

American Legion Post 3 

123 South 84th Street, Suite L 

Lincoln, Ne 68510 

 

To renew or transfer to Post 3, you only need to sign below and mail this 

application and a check for $56.00 made out to “American Legion Post 3” to the 

address listed above. If you have already renewed for 2025, and want to transfer 

to Post 3, only sign below and return the bottom portion to us.    

YES! Please transfer my membership to Lincoln American Legion Post 3    

                     ___________________________________  Signature    

                      ___________________________________ Membership Number   

                      ___________________________________  Email address   



 

 

 

American Legion Post 3 

123 South 84th St. Suite L 

Lincoln, NE 68510 

(402) 466-3958 

Email:  Post3legionlincoln@gmail.com 

Web Site:  lincolnpost3.org   

2025 - 2026 Post 3 Officers 

Commander – Ron Hindmand – Cell:  254-291-1514 

First Vice Commander – Rich Lemmerman – Cell:  402-694-9834 

Second Vice Commander – John Ottoson – Cell:  402-314-8707 

Adjutant – Stephen Fowles – Cell:  617-407-1841  

Post Service Officer – Ed Schnabel – Cell:  402-480-8542 

Chaplain – William Jackson – Cell:  402-613-9774 

SAL Commander – Brendan Moore – Cell:  402-417-9586 

SAL Adjutant – Fred Craigie – Cell:  402-499-0079 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Please submit any announcements or items for the monthly newsletter to the 

editor for approval, (Gerrywolf@aol.com or 402-417-8230).  All requests must be 

received one week before the 1st of the month.   

https://lincolnpost3.org/
https://lincolnpost3.org/
https://lincolnpost3.org/
https://lincolnpost3.org/


 

 

       

 

 


