[image: ]                          MINUTES - TOWN OF HILL TOWN BOARD MEETING
February 17, 2026

The Regular meeting of the Town of Hill Town Board was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Chairman Ron Wiitala. 
PLEDGE of Allegiance was recited.
MINUTES – The minutes of the January 19, 2026 meeting were read. A motion was made by John Underwood, 2nd by Jeff Ulrich to approve the minutes M/C
TREASURERS REPORT: 
Checking: Forward     Balance   1/1/26                            $266,488.24
Deposits/Interest	          				    $396,666.38                   	      
Checks/Withdrawals		 	                               $293,458.55
Ending Balance	                1/31/26                           $369,495.84
Forward Equipment ACCT #6342			         $6,468.15
Deposits included: 1/5/26 – TAXES ($122,685.41) ACH CREDIT ($23,103.05) 1/12/26 – TAXES ($100,262.29), 1/20/26 TAXES ($52,920.55), 1/26/26 TAXES ($97,299.62) A motion was made by John Underwood, 2nd by Jeff Ulrich to approve the Treasurers Report.  M/C
REVIEW BILLS:  Bills were reviewed. A motion was made by John Underwood, 2nd by Jeff Ulrich to approve the bills.  M/C
OLD BUSINESS:
1. RESP Updates – check received 2/11/26 ($22,908.00) Jeff U needs to do final closeout via email. 
2. Hill of Beans Liquor License – tried stopping by but no one was available. Opinion is it will not be sold in the foreseeable future. Migrating house down into restaurant floor. 
3. WTA District Meeting Recap – Overview of the day, topics and due dates. Transportation Resolution available next Town Meeting. Proposition 304 is also now dead in the water regarding clerks and absentee appointments. 
NEW BUSINESS:
1. Josh Carlson – Rural Insurance Presentation
1. Josh gave a brief history of himself and his work. Military and Corrections officer and moved into Insurance. Moving into new home Eau Claire after a house fire in 2025. Working in Medford office 2-3 days per week. Office is now up and adding more team members to support their customers. Full transparency between agents in their office. Morgan will be our point person with claims / paperwork. Wife is chiropractic, own a health food store and a holding company. Josh wants to know when things are not working for us and how our customer service experience is going. 
2. Josh asked questions about number of fire numbers, fire departments, ambulance, fire response times, and some historical questions about Town of Hill. #1 fire cause is battery operated hand tools charging stations. How have we paid our premium historically – annual check is sent in by town clerk. 
3. Josh read a review of coverage that we currently have blanket for all 3 buildings ($705,000). Blanket personal property (Roads Supervisor tools) is $40,000 which should be reviewed to make sure all is covered. Josh recommends we consider increasing our personal property coverage to $80K for an additional $100. Towing and labor ($1500) Review of Roads Equipment, Voting equipment and other misc. assets. 
4. $4million/2million personal liability. $10K under insured/ uninsured. Payroll over $50K annually still. No rate increases in past several years as well as current year.
5. Motion made by Jeff Ulrich, 2nd by John Underwood to increase personal property up to $60K/ M/C. 
2. Price County Bridge and Culvert Aid
1. Discussion on next steps for Hill. We need to get requests for bids out on the areas and repairs needed. Board / Road’s decision to focus on culvert near Hultman Lake. Timelier and cost effective if we focus on 50/50 rather than the 90/10 programs. May need to size up for flow needs. 
3. Deputy Clerk Questions for Meeting Agenda creation.
1. Agenda is open to additions by all but email to chairman the week before the meeting. 
4. Roads Supervisor insurance benefits conversation
1. Handouts provided by WTA for a state wide insurance plan to be considered. ETF plans and how to enroll, general options available, ala carte offerings for health, dental, vision, retirement plans. Must be covered by Wisconsin Social Security Section 218 Agreement plan in order to be eligible for the other plans. 
5. Snowmobile Ordinance update conversation
1. Review of current Ordinance and of sample full ordinance with the question of do we need to update what we have to a fuller ordinance? 
6. (LSSIP) Local Small Structures Improvement Program
1. Focus on the small bridge towards Suomi will be the LSSIP (small structure) Facilitator needs to direct inspection for 620. 
ZONING UPDATE / FOREST CROP UPDATES:
1. Waiting on permit for a new home permit (Wanke Builders)
2. Another house going in by Michael Freak (Shoreland)
3. Carter Scheitauer might be building near County C
AMBULANCE AND FIRE MEETING REPORTS and WTA: 
1. John Underwood Updates review of meeting minutes. Yearly summaries for calls, times, budgets and other Fire details. They will have a table at the Wild Game Feed still this year. 
FUTURE MEETINGS:
1. March 16, 2026 7:00 PM Town Board Meeting 
2. April 7, 2026 – SPRING ELECTION
3. April 21, 2026 6:00pm - ANNUAL MEETING
4. April 21, 2026 7:00pm Town Board Meeting
5. April 29, 2026 6:00 – 8:00pm OPEN BOOK 2026
ROAD REPORT:
1. Steamer out today for the first time, all worked well. Lots of slush on the road.
AGENDA ITEMS for NEXT Meeting
1. ETF RESEARCH
2. SNOWMOBILE ORDINANCE
3. VOTING MACHINE PRICING RESEARCH
4. TRANSPORTATION RESOLUTION
ADJURN: A Motion made by John Underwood 2nd by Jeff Ulrich to adjourn the meeting M/C.

Meeting Adjourned 8:18 PM.   Kristin N. Torgler, Deputy Clerk   
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