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Week of July 13, 2025

25 An expert in the law stood up to test Jesus.[a] “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to
inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read
there?” 27 He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind and your neighbor as
yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will
live.” Luke 10:25-28 (NRSVUE)
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The parable of the Good Samaritan is one that is quite well known. We see the man,
robbed and beaten on his way from Jerusalem, left by the side of the road. We remember
the priest and the Levite crossing to the other side of the road to avoid the man. But the
Samaritan came upon him and went to him, bandaged his wounds, took him to an inn,
and cared for him. Neighbors who look like us, who act like us, who talk like us, are
easy to identify as neighbors to love. The grace and mercy we show to those who are
different—that is what we are called to do. The lawyer in today’s scripture wants to be
told who isn’t his neighbor. He wants Jesus to help him know who he doesn’t have to
look out for. Who he is permitted to ignore. This parable is a strong reminder that there
is no one that we come in contact with that is not already loved by God. Every person we
meet is our neighbor and in our circle of a community of faith. Every person we meet is
beloved. Let us live as Jesus has told us to live, loving our neighbors—all of our
neighbors—by sharing mercy, grace, and support to all we meet.

Prayer: Dear God, You do not put people into boxes, allowing some to be loved as a
neighbor and others not. We are called to love all we meet by showing them mercy and
grace. Help us to see through Your eyes the way you love each of' us. Help us to stay on
our paths as we encounter others who are different than we are, not crossing the roads to
avoid them, but staying our course so that we may meet them where they are. In the
name of Jesus Christ we pray, Amen.

With Grace and Love,

Pastor Amy
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