Grace Devotion

Week of Aprll 28, 2024 Pastor Fred Young
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‘I am not sure exactly what heaven will be like, but | know that when we die and it
comes time for God to judge us, (God) will not ask, ‘How many good things have you
done in your life?’; rather God will ask,

‘How much love did you put into what you did?””

Mother Teresa
++++++++++ bbb R

READ: John 15:1-8

For the last few weeks, the Gospel of John has been full of metaphors to help
the early followers identify the role of Christ in their lives. Last Sunday we heard
about Jesus as The Good Shepherd, and within this week’s gospel, the vine and
branches illustrate the relationship between God and Jesus, and between Jesus and
us. Perhaps we are not skilled at herding sheep or caring for the gifts of orchards
and vineyards, but these images of Jesus are familiar enough for all of us to
understand John’s description of abiding love, the intricate designs and

interdependence of these ancient analogies.

Such images inspire hope, root our faith, and give us a glimpse of the
characteristics of Christ. Dependable, watchful, protective, loving, loyal, nurturing,
ever reaching, showcasing the love he put into what he did. These metaphors
provided much needed reassurance for the early followers and founders of the faith.

They have withstood the test of time, for even today, they still speak to us.



The Gospel of John’s Jesus
teaches plainly, openly claiming
who he is and why he has come.
Love is at the heart of what it
means to be a follower of Jesus.
Sharing Christ’s love can be hard

work.

Scripture may point us to God, but our connectedness will continue only if we are
willing to share our relationship with God with another. The wonderful image of the
vine and branches reassures us that we are all connected to the Divine and to each

other. How will you reach out?

PRAYER: Giver of life, guide us as we strive to remain connected to you and to
each other, branches of one vine. Inspire us to carry your love as fruit to a hungry
world. Amen.

Blessings!
Pastor Fred
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Prayer Requests Prayer Requests

e Donald Becker, friend of Jean Brady

e Wayne Boyers, Angie Boyers’ uncle

e Sue Caler

e Elsie Coppersmith with medical concerns

e Cove, medical issues from a kidney transplant®*

e Dennis Fausey, Gary and Deb Rickrode’s brother-in-law
e Charlie Fennell, celebrating the end of chemo

e Alice Freet, Edie Cline’s friend

e Barbie Gault, a friend of Amy Fawks

e Gerry, Gary and Deb Rickrode’s nephew

e Paul Grote

e Tina Hagarman

e Barbara Hitchen with medical concerns

e Sue Huss, a friend of Linda Hillsinger

e Ada May Koehler, Edie Cline’s friend

e Sue Little

e Sara McMinn, Janette Becker’s granddaughter

e Bret Motter, Margy Wagaman’s son-in-law

e Mike Mummert

e Faye Myers

e Brenda Rummel, Ron and Judy Rummel’s sister-in-law
e Silvia, Martha Channel’s friend diagnosed with cancer®*
e Jay A. Smith, Sr., Angie Boyers’ uncle

e Joanne Smith, Tom Craig’s friend

e The Strevig Family after a serious car accident™®*

¢ Bentley Topper

¢ Braden Topper

e (loria Werner, Faye Myers’ sister-in-law

e [eah Wilhelm, Linda Hillsinger’s niece

o Jake Wysocki with health issues/diabetes

Please remember to help Pastor Fred update prayer requests and keep him informed when someone is no longer in
need of prayer.

New or changed addition

Leave prayer requests on the Prayer Line or Pastor Fred Young at 717-253-2214. You can also email
pastoryoung.tuccgburg@gmail.com. Requests will be added weekly to the bulletin, mailings, and easel in The
Gathering Place and daily to the phone line.
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on John 15:1-17
Available at InternationalBibleLessons.org
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Psalm 22
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- Todayis Psalm.:

i —Psalm 22:26 (KJV)—
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