Grace Devotion

Week of March 2, 2025 Pastor Fred Young

When Glory
A Blessing for Transfiguration Sunday
That when glory comes,
we will open our eyes
to see it.
That when glory shows up,
we will let ourselves
be overcome
not by fear
but by the love
it bears.
That when glory shines,
we will bring it
back with us
all the way,
all the way,
all the way down.

—Jan Richardson
Painted Prayer Book

Our poet also reflects:

The story of the Transfiguration is not simply about learning to leave the
mountaintop, or about releasing what we have grown attached to. It’s not just about
resisting our desire to turn moments of transcendence into monuments. The story of
the Transfiguration is about opening our eyes to glory, allowing that glory to alter us,
and becoming willing to walk where it leads us. The story urges us to trust that what
we have seen, what we have known, will go with us. It assures us that the gifts
received on the mountaintop will continue to illuminate us not only on level ground

but even when we walk in the valley of the shadow.
++++++++++




Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain
apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, Sand his clothes became dazzling
white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. Mark 9:2-3

| cannot imagine what these first disciples felt as they watched the man they
had followed for three years be physically transformed in front of their eyes! They
had withessed many healings, miracles and feedings, but had they truly understood
the identity of their teacher and friend? Jesus was not the only one transformed on
that mountaintop, their lives and ministry would never be the same.

| often think about what a privilege it must have been for these three, but have
also questioned, “Why did Christ only take Peter, James and John?” Perhaps that is
the point, in our own lives there are many moments when we too are privileged to
see the glowing face of Christ. The question remains whether we have been attuned
enough to see our Teacher and Friend?

Things to Consider:

1. When have you wanted to stay on the mountaintop? What is it that called you
to come back down?

2. In what ways have experiences of sacred encounters created space for
transformation in your life?

PRAYER: Shining God, you change us in ways we cannot imagine. As we descend
the mountain today, guide us in our next steps in proclaiming your love. Amen.
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Exodus 34
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2 Corinthians 9
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Fur as touching the ministering 1o the saints, i1 is superflucus for
me 1 L o
For [ konow the forwardness of your mod. for which [ boast of
wou to thern of Macedonia, thal Achala was ready a0 voear aoe: and
zeal hath provoked very many.
Yol have 1 sent the bretheen, lest vur boasting of you should be in
vain in this behall: that, as 1 =said, ve may b :
Lest haply i€ they of Macedonia come with me, and find you
wnprepared, we (that we say ool yed shoold be in thix
sme conlident boasting.
Therefore [ thought it necessary o sxhort the brethren.
they would go before unto you. and make up
bulvrehond vour bounts, whereo! ve had notice befoce, that the
sirne mighl be ready. as o malier of bounty, and ool as of
COYETMINMESS.
Dt thas 1 say. He which soweth sparmgly shall reap alsoe
spacinuly: and he which spweth shall cerup also
bountilully.
Every man accerding as he purposaeth in his heart, so 1ol him
wive: nol - or ol necessity: for God loveth a cheerful
ZIver.
And Gudl is able e make all grace abound tewarcd wou; that se,
always having all suflcieney e all things, may abound 1o
vood work:

« WRITE « WRITTEN
« YOUR « SEED
» READY » THANESGIVING

« ASIIAMED « THIE
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fAN L s - 1l hath dispersed abroad: he

hath miven o the poor his righteousness remaineth
for vwer
Mow he that minisiereth seed o the sower both
minister bread for your food, aod multiply your
sowe and dncrease the froits of your
righleoisness:)
Being enniched in every thing te all bountifuloess,
which vauserth through us o God.
For the adminisiration of service nol
only supplisth the wanl of the saints, bur i= abundani
also by many thanksgivings unte God,
by thee experiment of (s minisiration
thew plusify Gudd for yeur professed subjeciion unlo
The pospel of Christ, and for vour hberal distribution
unta them. and unto all men;
Andd by their prayer for yvou, which long
wou for the excceding grace of God in you.

b unte God for his unspeakable pifl

= THAT » WIILES
« BOUNTIFULLY - AFTER
« GRUDGINGLY s THANES
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