Week of December 4, 2023
Dear Friends.

Our Christmas tree is up and decorated, but we had to put several bungee cords
around the tree to anchor it to make sure that our new cat Neil doesn't knock it over if
he tries to climb it. So far, so good. The house has been peaceful, and | love sitting
quietly each night as | pray and prepare the Bible moment for the prayer line (717-634-
8865). The lights about our fireplace light the room and the large angel on the mantel.
Christmas can be a time of peace.

| am sadly aware that there are wars in Ukraine and
Isra_ael, and that there is much wrong with the world. Yet, | truly
believe that there is much that is RIGHT with the world. If the
first week of Advent allowed us to contemplate HOPE, this
week will allow us to reflect on PEACE.

‘Peace, goodwill to all people” (Luke 2:14), sang the angel chorus as the
shepherds heard the proclamation of the Savior’s birth. Those are the words we still
need to hear, to sing, and to work hard to make them a reality. We pray for and need
peace — in our hearts, in our homes, in our nation, and in the world.

We can begin in small ways, by forgiving others and ourselves, by healing
broken relationships, and by refusing to give into our sometimes-selfish desires and
compromise with others. Peace, like so many virtues and longed-for blessings, begins
at home. We cannot change the world until we change ourselves.

As John the Baptist called to the Jewish people over two thousand years ago,
we, too, hear the message: “Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for
him,” in John 1:3. Let us prepare the way for Jesus this Advent season. Let us make
room for the Christ child in our hearts so that we can begin to feel the peace of God
and work to bring that peace to all we meet.

Love in Christ, _ Y !;:,
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Peace

‘Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, for he will speak peace to his
people, to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.” Psalm 85:8

We light the second candle, peace,
And watch the bright flame burn.
We pray that war and conflict cease,
And for goodwill we yearn.
Each generation has been vexed
With nations fighting nations;
What does our Lord from us expect?
What are our obligations?

No magic answers do await;
The road to peace is hard,
But we must travel, armed with faith,

And our own anger guard.

Let us begin with tranquil hearts
That trust in Jesus Christ,

With willingness to do our part

And make a sacrifice.

The peace of God goes far beyond
Our selfish wants and needs.

Our hands don’t hold a magic wand,
But they hold healing seeds.

Let’s work for peace both near and far;
Our efforts should not cease.
Look to the candle and the star:
Christ is the Prince of Peace. Patti Miller
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How you can rejoice in the midst of loss

Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on
the realities of heaven, where Christ sits in the place of honor at
God’s right hand. Think about the things of heaven, not the things of
earth.—Colossians 3:1-2

One night in December of 1914, a fire in West Orange,
New Jersey, claimed Thomas Edison’s manufacturing
facilities and with it, almost $1 million worth of
equipment and the record of much of his work.

The next morning as he walked about the charred embers of much of his life’s
work, Edison said, “There is value in disaster. All our mistakes are burned up.
Now we can start anew.”

When material possessions are lost - be it a family heirloom, a retirement
account, or a home - we have a choice in how we will respond. We can either
throw up our hands in despair, or we can remember where our real security
lies and look for a way forward.

How we react to losing worldly possessions says everything about our
priorities. If we truly set our hearts on things above, not below, then however
devastating our loss is, we can rejoice in knowing we have treasures in heaven
that can never be destroyed.

So when you see the things of the world passing away, let it remind you of
the coming world where nothing will pass away. Set your heart on heaven -
not your earthly possessions — and you'll be able to rejoice even amidst

worldly loss.

Prayer Challenge: Pray and ask God to help you maintain a focus on heavenly
things, not earthly things.

Questions for thought: Think of your most valued earthly possession. How
would you feel if it were lost?

How might looking at every worldly object as something that’s passing away
help give you perspective in a time of material loss?

https://www.seniorlivingministries.org/2023/11/how-you-can-rejoice-in-the-midst-of-loss-6/
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First Sunday of Advent, December 3, 2023
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 64:1-9

The celebration of Advent is possible only to those who are troubled in soul, who
know themselves to be poor and imperfect, and who look forward to something
greater to come. —Dietrich Bonhoeffer
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In 1863, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote a poem, “The Sicilian’s Tale.” In it, King
Robert of Sicily is sitting in his royal box at the cathedral, dozing through a Christmas
c:antata. Suddenly, he sits up straight. He’s caught a few words of what the choirboys are
singing!

The king’s Latin isn’t so good, so he asks a nearby monk to translate. When the good brother
gets to the part about the mighty being cast down from their thrones and those of low degree
being lifted up, the wily king remarks: *’Tis good that such seditious words are sung in Latin,
lest the peasants understand them.”

King Herod might have felt the same way if he had been eavesdropping on Mary when she
burst into song while visiting her cousin Elizabeth. “My soul magnifies the Lord,” she sang,
“and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior” (Luke 1:46-47). Her song became known as “The
Magnificat.”

She went on to sing, “He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the
lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty” (vv. 52-53).
She was carrying the Christ child. She can feel a revolution in her womb! God has chosen to
become a human, born in humble circumstances. It signals the dawn of a new era: the
downtrodden finally have their day. Salvation for the righteous and the poor is at hand!

Mary’s song is a beautiful hymn, but it also is a song of solidarity. It reminds us that the
Christmas story is not primarily a cute story of a baby being born in a manger to the adulation
of angels and shepherds.

No, it is much more! God is shaking the heavens and the earth! Change is coming!

Back to Longfellow and King Robert. God is offended by Robert’s pride, and installs an
angel in his stead as king, and relegates Robert to the role of court jester. When Robert insists
that he is the true king, he is denounced as a madman or a joker. Only when he confesses,
“Thou art the king,” is he restored to his throne.

As we begin our observance of Advent, let us ask if we are prepared to be a part of this new
kingdom that God in Christ has announced to us! —Timothy Merrll

Prayer: Almighty God, thank you for planting the seeds of your kingdom here on Earth. Help us
to be sensitive to your will. Amen.
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%HOMEYOUCH" Activity Page

Week of December 3, 2023

@

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

Sunday: 1 John 3-5 Solution to last

Monday: 2 John, 3 John, Jude week's puzzle:
Tuesday: Revelation 1-3 there are 18
Wednesday: Revelation 4-6 squares.

Thursday: Revelation 7-9
Friday: Revelation 10-12
Saturday: Psalms 139-141
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ANSWER: 3. The numbers in columns 2 & 3

equal the number in column 1.
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DIRECTIONS: Change the position of only one letter in each word below to make a new word.

EXAMPLE: MINUTE, MINUET

1. HOWEVER 2. LINKING
3. ENERVATE 4, CUTTLE ‘:';
E

5. TRUMPETS 6. DEIFIED =
7. STOPPING 8. TICKLER §
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Edified, 7. Toppings, 8. Trickle. Cryptogram: Do not boast about

tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring.



An Advent Word Search
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Isaiah 40
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