Grace Devotion

Week of December 8, 2024 Pastor Fred Young
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John 10:11-16
‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. ?The
hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf
coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and
scatters them. "*The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for
the sheep. I am the good shepherd. | know my own and my own know me, "’just as
the Father knows me and | know the Father. And | lay down my life for the sheep. "%/
have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. | must bring them also, and they will

listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.
++++ R

“Pastores a Belen”
(As Shepherds Filled with Joy)

As shepherds filled with joy, to Bethlehem we’re going,
For Mary’s child is born this blessed Christmas morning.
See there, see there, the baby Jesus waits.
O let us bring our honey so sweet, an offering for the Child to eat.
Hurry, hurry and see the child born of Mary.
Let’s go and see Emmanuel.

O holy, heavenly Child, the shepherds seek your blessing,
While singing happy songs, our hope and joy confessing.
We run, we fly, to greet the glorious Child.
With thankful hearts we offer our best to Jesus, at the manger we’ll rest.
Hurry, hurry, and see, the child born of Mary.
Let’s go and see Emmanuel.

This week we celebrate the joyous faces of the shepherds at the manger. “Pastores
a Belen” is a traditional carol from Puerto Rico. The song invites the singer to



experience the wonder and joy of the shepherds as they came to greet the Holy
Child of the Bethlehem stable.

When | was a kid, | loved the idea of all the characters assembling around Mary,
Joseph and the baby Jesus. How cool for Jesus to have visitors bring gifts and bow
before him. As an adult my questions changed and as a pastor they changed even
more. Today | wonder how Mary, after giving birth in a barn, truly welcomed the
motley crew of dirty shepherds pawing at her baby. The point of the visit was to set
up the type of Messiah Jesus truly represented. One that would humbly offer
themselves, for the sake of the flock. Perhaps the shepherds had questions of their
own:

What kind of sign was that, then?
Not the new star, strange as that may seem;
Not even the angels,
Or those weird travelers from the east;
But a rag-wrapped baby in a feed box.
| ask you, was that a sign to shake the gates of hell, or even Rome?

The sign grew up, or so | heard.
Came to a no-good end, they say.
Maybe that’s all we can look for from our signs,
A gleam of light, a night of peace, before they fade away.
Who knows?

PRAYER: Leading God, send us on our way to find the Light that will bring us
peace. Amen.

Blessings!
Pastor Fred
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