Grace Devotion  sethe church’ Series Week 3

Care for the Poor

Week of JU|y 14, 2024 Pastor Fred Young

++++++++H R
Matthew 25:31-36
All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, *and he will put the
sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 3Then the king will say to those at
his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; **for | was hungry and you gave
me food, | was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you
welcomed me, %I was naked and you gave me clothing, | was sick and you took

care of me, | was in prison and you visited me.’
+++++++++HHHH R+

| know the images offered in today’s Gospel lesson speak of a final judgment where
‘goats’ and ‘sheep’ are separated one from another. | know this. And yet, | find it
most helpful to hear this as encouragement even now to see and experience and
respond to this world in new ways. Indeed, | hear Jesus’ words today reminding me
that | simply don’t know when | will encounter the face of Christ next: thus making
nearly all ground holy ground. And in the end, maybe that is precisely what these
words are meant to do.

Just last week, there was a knock at the parsonage front door. A man with a
suitcase greeted me and asked if | knew where he might get some personal care
items. Our Blessings Box had been removed last year due to inappropriate use and
| had no other resources to offer. | asked him to wait a few moments and Kara and |
searched the house for unused soap, toothpaste, deodorant and other helpful items.
| reappeared with two small bags. He thanked me and asked about shelter for the
night, and | directed him to Gettysburg's shelter. The man shared he was fleeing
from a domestic violence situation and had traveled to our town from the



Philadelphia area. We talked few a few additional moments then he went on his
way.

We all have our stories. Today’s message serves as a reminder that we will
encounter Jesus in the ‘least of these’ — in the hungry and the thirsty. In the
stranger and the naked and the sick and those in prison. We live our faith in what
we do. We live it in what we do in places that aren’t always comfortable.

PRAYER: God, guide us as we try to follow as closely to Christ as possible.
Encourage us to reach out and share your love with others. Amen.

Blessings! Pastor Fred
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