G race DeVOtiOI‘I “Be the Church” Series Week 4

Forgive Often!

Week of July 21, 2024 Pastor Fred Young

e
Matthew 6:9-15
%Pray then in this way: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. "°Your
kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. "'Give us this day our
daily bread. '?And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. *And
do not bring us to the time of trial but rescue us from the evil one. "For if you forgive
others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; "®but if you do not

forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.
++++++++ R R

During my first year of ordained ministry, | was serving as the Associate Pastor of
Christ Church UCC in Elizabethtown, Lancaster County, PA. | vividly recall the day
of the West Nickel Mines Amish School shooting in Nickel Mines, Pennsylvania. The
world watched as a 37-year-old gunman stormed the school and fatally shot five
female students and wounded five more before turning his gun on himself and dying
by suicide. The staff gathered around the TV in the church library watching the
events of that morning unfold. Horrified does not come close to the feelings we
shared. Nickel Mines would never be the same.

On the year anniversary of the shooting, the pastor appeared in my office and said,
“‘We have to prepare to be interviewed by Channel 27 News who are on their way
here for their Noon Program!” | responded, “What do they want to talk to us about?”
“The Nickel Mine Shooting,” she explained. We had about 15 minutes to come up
with something intelligent yet theological to share on camera. The first thing that
popped into our minds, forgiveness!

No matter the generation, culture has always struggled with forgiving. The Nickel
Mines tragedy reminded our region of Pennsylvania about the value of forgiveness.



The Amish Community consoled the shooter’s family as they comforted each other.
Some even attended the gunman’s funeral in support of those he left behind. Since
the tragedy, people around the world have been inspired by the way the Amish
expressed forgiveness toward the killer and his family. But while their acts of
forgiveness were inspiring, they also caused a misperception that the Amish had
quickly gotten over the tragedy.

Jesus spoke about loving our neighbors as we love ourselves. Although Love is the
greatest commandant, when Christ taught us first disciples to pray, he spoke of
forgiveness and not love. Such love is not possible without forgiveness of self and
others. What is it that weighs on your heart today? Can you find a way to let go and
let the power of forgiveness wash you clean?

PRAYER: God, help us to forgive self and others as often and freely as you
unconditionally forgive each one of us. Amen.

Blessings! Pastor Fred
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Mighty Mouth Sworn

Praise
David



2 I will sing

of the mercies of the Lord

“;“’* forever;

With my mouth will
| make known
Your faithfulness to all

S CIC Iy ALTOI1S.
£ J Paalm 89:1

o

Unscramble the following words found in Psalm 89

L

AINNOEDT

. LBIDL

. CEVONTHA

. ADVD

« SCSEDLMDETAR
. TSBLHAIDESE

. FSFLUNIHTASE
. ROMAETESING

. HEESAVH

. OYLH

. DEML

. TIHMY G

. OMATU

. RSPESA]

. WNRTASE

. DATSFTSAE

. OWHSR




