Grace Devotion

Week of July 7, 2024 Pastor Fred Young

T o e
Mark 6:1-13
He left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. *On the sabbath
he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said,
“Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What
deeds of power are being done by his hands! *Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and
brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?” And
they took offense at him. *Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without honor, except
in their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own house.” >And he could do no
deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them.
SAnd he was amazed at their unbelief.

Then he went about among the villages teaching. "He called the twelve and began to send
them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. ®He ordered them to
take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; *but to
wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. '°He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house,
stay there until you leave the place. ''If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to
hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against
them.” '?So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. *They cast out many
demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.
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| have always been facinated with this text from Mark. A prophet is never welcome
among the people who know them. That which is familiar can’t be from God. Right?
But then, | think about our current situation here at Grace, and ponder, am |
accepted by those who know me? Can | be their pastor? | am NOT claiming to be a
prophet or like Jesus. However, | do wish to thank you for allowing me to come and

visit you. These are the times when pastors get to know the people of the church on



a deeper level. There never seems to be enough time to do this at church on a

Sunday morning.

When | read this text, | realize how diffucult it is to truly follow Christ. Not only do we
need to pick up our crosses, we carry them with extrelemly limited resources. Jesus
told his disciples to take nothing with them excpet a walking staff. The point, when
we walk with Jesus, all we need is to rest on him. As we journey through this
Season after Pentecost, may we be willing to put aside all life’s distractions, and

follow lightly into the unknown. Jesus is waiting.

PRAYER: God, send your Spirit to journey with me, thy staff is light, but thy Way is
heavy. Amen.

Blessings! Pastor Fred
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Psalm 48

" BOZLEXLSTEADFASTEDIXN
BEMPZVAIS S EM L EDOEHRHABMY
SAJBSPOKPEFS ZBXBNLHKW
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CC I TADELSCLSCZLWPUTE.J
HEFHOBOIARHYETPOMGAGHRH
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ETXZPXCMDYMI JAUFUDAHEB
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UDTMDMTARSHI SHTI DFEA
MOLAANGU I SHWMGOGRLUOQEZU
L NMOBFFHLTY LDODOESONDT
HMXMBELMYKECLUCMORRTE I
TKOCOC I OADULNYBCXHKNHNEF
HAREDJJ XGSARXOQTTO Y U Y U
VFAWRJAHHCHKXAAI GWVY OL
B JRVY ZJLOEJL I XNGYNMH
ODTCY ANT MZSBMNMGEFO G I OX
oI HY HI T HNY BCXLIZIWWVWP
YY H OJ G AL QORCMPTG SV F G
Eztablishes Steadiast Citadels Boautiful
Assembled Trembling Tarshish Elevation
Agtounded Maurtain Travil Anguisks
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