Grace Devotion

Week of June 9, 2024 Pastor Fred Young

T R
POEM
(Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia Thompson)
UCC General Minister and President

Rebirth
Change comes sweeping like the winds of hurricanes,
Flooding waters rising high taking with them, doubt, fear.

In the midst of change my heart races, my pulse a staccato beat,
my feet cemented, fear a reckoning not to be forgotten,
nothing to hold on to, | sink into the water | am carried on the winds.

| am lifted carried on the highs of harsh winds,
tumbling into heights unknown
spiraling into newness, | am reborn.
| am new there is a vision for this time and space, | rest, renewed.
| am in this present, | am in this newness full of Spirit, | am free.
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“Thatthey may all be one.” This single line formed the United Church of Christ and
set our mission. In Jesus’ prayer to God near the end of his life he asks that God
grant the disciples unity (and those who believed because of them) and to bring
them oneness in God as Jesus himselfis one with God. We, as the UCC, embraced
that prayer and that hope when we formed. And we still do.

Our unity in the UCC was neveruniformity. Uniformity might have been easier since
it would be clearwho is in and who is out. Instead, the UCC sought a flexible union.
An open union in which everyone would come in with their traditions, their worship,



their theology — and we would still be one. One in Christ Jesus. With all the gifts that
each person brings, we would do the work of discipleship and BE the church.

I love how Karen Georgia identifies change as a hurricane that makes her heartbeat
faster. | would say that the same happens for me when faced with change. But,
eventually, change is the catalyst God uses to continue speaking to the church and
to each of us. Change is hard. Change is also necessary for anything to move
forward. Grace is standing on the crossroads of change, and hopefully the path
chosen will continue to unite us as one in Christ and with each other.

PRAYER: God, inspire us, stretch us and help us grow into your vision. Amen.

Blessings! Pastor Fred
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* Rebirth!

HOLY BIBLE

Change comes
Sweeping
Like the winds of hurricanes
Flooding waters rising high
taking with them
doubt
fear

In the midst of change
my heart races
my pulse a staccato beat
my feet cemented
fear a reckoning
not to be forgotten
nothing to hold on to
I sink into the water
| am carried on the winds

| am lifted
carried on the highs
of harsh winds
tumbling into heights
unknown
spiraling into newness
| am reborn.

| am new
there is a vision
for this time and space
| rest
renewed
| am in this present
| am in this newness
full of Spirit
| am free

1 Karen Georgia Thompson, 22 February 2017, Lakewood, OH



What man can’t do

And this is the way to have eternal life—to know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, the
one you sent to earth.— John 17:3

Think about all the incredible inventions man has created
over the generations. Which ones are the best? Perhaps
you're partial to the flushing toilet - a great one - or the
telephone, which would be hard to live without these days.
Both of those have made our lives a lot easier!

But in spite of how smart we are (or think we are), mankind has yet to come up with an
invention that can defeat our ultimate enemy: death. Just imagine how much money you’d
make if you discovered a way to cheat death and live forever!

Yet no one’s done it. And no matter how hard we try and how many medical breakthroughs
we see, death is still around. But there’s good news - God has taken care of that for us. All
you have to do is simply put your faith in Jesus.

Man will always fail us because we’re limited in our understanding. But if we’ll put our
faith in Jesus Christ and trust in His death and resurrection for forgiveness of our
sins, we'll cheat death and live forever!

Prayer Challenge

Thank God for providing eternal life through His Son, Jesus Christ!

Questions for thought

When you think about the day you’ll move from this life to the next, what anxieties do you
have?

How does having eternal life in Christ bring comfort to those anxieties?

https://www.seniorlivingministries.org/2024 /03 /what-man-cant-do-2/
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Presence

Walking Garden

Heard
Afraid

Fruit

Tree

Commanded

Beguiled Cursed

Serpent
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