Grace Devotion

Week of May 12, 2024
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We cannot all be one, we cannot
realize the prayer of Jesus unless we
believe that all people matter equally
to God. To do so requires us to shift

our motivation from determining what
is good for a narrowly defined “us”
toward considering all people as part
of the “One.” What if we looked at
one another and saw all people as
valuable, as part of the oneness Jesus
desired for the people around him?

Rev. Martha Spong

Pastor Fred Young

Pastor Martha Spong asks us to
consider how life would be different if we
noticed and embraced each other.
Inclusiveness is much easier to talk
about than put into action, but being
followers of Christ is not supposed to be
easy. We are called to be open to the
indwelling and transformative presence
of Christ. We are tasked to awaken our
God-given talents to become a sign of
what it means to be a disciple, part of the
living church. Grace is rooted in and
through Jesus Christ, and we are also a
community of believers bound together,
‘United’ by covenant: a bond that has
been challenged in this past year of
uncertainty, illness, and isolation.

Our faith stretches back over 2000 years, yet we are a church who truly
believes, God is Still Speaking! That is why we are committed to hearing God’s
ancient story anew in our lives and in the world today. It's why we strive to remain
attentive to God’s creative movement around us. We believe worship should feed us
as we celebrate, nourishing both head and heart. Christ’'s prayer for us, “That They
May Be One” is more than just a catchy tag line for our church; it should be the focus
of our movement, ministry, mission, and hospitality. In the Gospel of John, Jesus
makes God known,; revealing the divine to humanity so that people might recognize



God and be transformed. | recently acquired a book of quotes from Mr. Rodgers and
found this one to be work well with John’s Gospel:

“Love isn’t a state of perfect caring. It is an active noun like “struggle.’
To love someone is to strive to accept that person exactly.
the way they are, right here and now.”
Our friendly neighbor reminds us of the constant work of Christianity, how we strive
and struggle to follow the path of Jesus. How is your acceptance?

PRAYER
Dear God, you love us unconditionally, provide us with the compassion needed to
love and accept our neighbors as ourselves. Amen.

Blessings!
Pastor Fred



Can anyone be a good leader?

But Moses pleaded with the Lord, “O Lord, I'm not very good with words. |
never have been, and I'm not now, even though you have spoken to me. |
get tongue-tied, and my words get tangled.” Then the Lord asked Moses,
“Who makes a person’s mouth? Who decides whether people speak or do
not speak, hear or do not hear, see or do not see? Is it not I, the Lord? Now
go! I will be with you as you speak, and I will instruct you in what to
say.”— Exodus 4:10-12

A rich businessman once held a dinner party to which Calvin Coolidge
had been invited. After Coolidge left, the man remarked that he thought
Coolidge would one day make a good president of the United States.
Some disagreed, feeling Coolidge lacked the personality and charisma
needed to hold such a high office.

The man’s six-year-old daughter spoke up. “I like him,” she said, holding up her pointer
finger with a bandage around it. “He was the only one at the party who asked me about my
hurt finger.”

“And that’s exactly why he would be a great president,” added her father.

People very often value charm or charisma in their leaders over and above things like
character and compassion. But the truth is, attractive personalities in leaders are often
nothing more than a fagade to mask their shortcomings.

Things like charisma and an attractive personality aren’t necessarily bad. But a good
leader must have much more.

So instead of counting yourself out as a leader simply because you think you don’t have the
right personality, look inside to the gifts God has given you, like compassion, wisdom, and

character. When you do, you’ll find you do have what it takes to be a spiritual leader to
others.

Prayer Challenge

Ask God to open your eyes to the gifts He’s given you that you can use to lead others.
Questions for thought

When you think of a great leader, what leadership characteristics come to mind?

What might be the advantages of having a leader who focuses less on personality and more
on things like compassion and wisdom?

https://www.seniorlivingministries.org/2024/03/can-anyone-be-a-good-leader-6/
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Psalm 1

WSXLTPOEPSINNERSCRLT
CEHDPPYLLGUPUSGZZDNU
QSZFDSZIGAJYEYGGAXWU
RIOBLESSEDGIJIHSEATWT
PUSKNBUMXENZGDBTPOMI
DXQHGYDZUZBAHFWSTOWN
XHRKMMANSXMBSLTCKNLL
XFISEORGQEGIJOMZOYJSN
AGLZUUKBYTFMGDIJFTOH]I
LFOESLOSLAWGLKLFUHORQ
OYZSFYPGIQHNINRETIYCA
WEDWTPLTEDFCIYZRLMIA
AERQKAPUQCMOYEOSOXZPO
HPNBHXNELDGUVHIJIRYT]]
GZCHTDWDWRLNDBASDHPM
NDDMEPNASBOSFQTNGYWM
TRMKIVSOLONELIJPIQRDM
ANCZSNCKYKWLKQLNNCAC
FIGXNIJHLZDSFKETZUPZE
WSSZHCIOJWGWDEFLAGKP
Blessed Main Walks Counsel
Wicked Stands Sinners Seal

5coffers Delight Law Lord



KMNPOHNHDCTXUZQDVTUS
HLPWOBSGUARDEDRLOFCY
ZHYSJECVFNWHYDLROWLF
AWSRILNUBAIPEGUOGOC I
TIFEUIGRHARIHDPWHEGF
I RLQJEIBMAFLITZDVTMA
QI XZVVIY I ODONYEWRYT
WZXSUEEIRQDMOLRTNRPH
RQDFXDNOLXXKUYQSAIVE
LMBMPGLMFNEFTGHEUBHR
LRMCUGFVASQHEBUFNKOT
SJVNFGISVZIBMEKIRFHO
DFGHEFXYCNPMAIDNS I QT
JUPXGKWOGOLUNPTAJRCZ
XFZHMGWY LSPPWCZMLPRP
POJFDXDLKHCVY JARQVJCL
XDESJLMKCGKDYOUMRUFP
KPGUPI ZIPYXUYHPVMAAZ
AKWSRI IWNMERELESYDFM
BXJDEVIECERKGCHDB I QF

BELIEVED
EVERYTHING
FATHER
GIVEN
GLORIFIED
GUARDED
HOLY
MANIFESTED
MINE

NAME
PRAYING
RECEIVED
THINE
WORLD
WORLD



