Grace Devotion

Week of November 30, 2025
2l4The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
3 You have multiplied exultation;”!
you have increased its joy,
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
* For the yoke of their burden
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
3 For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
S For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders,
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 Great will be his authority,/*
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. (Isaiah 9:2—7 NRSVUE)
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Hope: “The Light Shines in the Darkness”

Greetings of Hope,

Sunday, Nov. 30" begins the first week of Advent—a season of waiting, watching, and trusting
in the light that is coming into the world. This week we light the first candle of Hope. As we
light the candle, spilling light into a darkened room, we remember that God’s promises still hold
true, even when the world feels uncertain. Hope reminds us that the story isn’t over. Hope
reminds us that God is still at work in us, around us, and through us.

Advent begins in the dark. It is the time before the angels sing and before the manger is filled.
Advent is that sacred time where we admit that life isn’t always as we wish it were, yet God
moves toward us with grace. Hope in this season doesn’t pretend that everything is fine. Hope
means looking at the world as it is, and still believing that light is coming. It is trusting that
God’s promises are still unfolding, even though we can’t see the whole story yet. This week, let
the flicker of the first candle remind you that hope is not fragile. Hope is resilient. Hope grows
quietly, one act of kindness, one prayer, one breath at a time.

Prayer:
God of Hope, When the world feels heavy, remind us that Your light still shines in the darkness.
When we grow tired of waiting, remind us that You are near. Help us see the small sparks of

hope You place in our path each day. Give us courage to carry that light into the world. Amen

With Grace and Love,
Pastor Amy
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RED
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