Grace Devotion

Week of October 13, 2024 Pastor Fred Young

++++++++ R R
As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked
him, “Good Teacher, what must | do to inherit eternal life?” ®Jesus said to him, “Why
do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. "®You know the
commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not
steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and
mother.” ?°He said to him, “Teacher, | have kept all these since my youth.”
21Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you
own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven;

then come, follow me.” Mark 10:17-21
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Our lives as followers of Christ are about choices. It is true that how we choose to live
out our faith, cannot compare to the challenge Jesus placed in front of the young man from
Mark’s account. But what Christ asked of this seeker is what we often strive for: living a
life that is less about keeping the law and more about living the Gospel. Even though the
man in this story walked away from his Teacher, Jesus loved him. And to love him, he had
to know him, recognizing in him the whole journey of life which had already been his, and
quickly assessing what he might be capable of next. Jesus loves us too. Mother Teresa sums
up such love when she asks:

Are we helping the poor, the lonely, and the oppressed? People want to see Christ in others.
Therefore, we must love Christ with undivided love until it hurts. It must be a total
surrender, a total conviction that nothing separates us from the love of Christ.

We belong to Christ.



There is another part to the rich man’s problem. He is only worried about Ais eternal
life without concern for that of another’s. He is incapable of recognizing that abundance
could be found outside of his own wealth. To him, the value of his life is defined by his stuff
and not by the presence of Christ. If we belong to Christ as Mother Teresa suggests, this man
has missed the mark completely.

Knowing the riches of this young man, Jesus still told him, “You lack one thing!” But
the issue of lack takes on a particular meaning in this story — it is that which prevents us
from a full expression of faith. What keeps you from being the follower, the disciple, the
believer, the witness God wants and needs you to be? This is a terribly hard question to
answer, but I want you to consider it right now. How might you finish the sentence:

“I lack /"

May your awareness of your needs, provide you with the willingness to serve others as Christ

continues to serve you.

PRAYER: God, use me and my gifts that I may have the ability to be of service to you and
to others. Amen.

Blessings!
Pastor Fred

What must I do to inherit eternal life?"

Mark 10:17
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MARK 10:17-31
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