Grace Devotion

Week of January 11, 2026

Here is my servant, whom | uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.
2 He will not cry out or lift up his voice
or make it heard in the street;
3 a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice. (Isaiah 42:1-3 NRSVUE)
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Greetings to each of you, Beloved people of God,

At Jesus’s baptism, something extraordinary happens. God'’s voice breaks through the waters
and the heavens with the words, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom | am well pleased”
(Matthew 3:17) Before Jesus begins to do great works, he is claimed and held in love by God.

This is the same love that claims each one of us and calls each of us God’s beloved. It has
nothing to do with the things we have done; it is because of God’s love for each of us. That love
comes with a gentle call—to live in the world with hope, kindness, and courage. We are called
to live a life of grace that we have received and to share it abundantly with others.

Baptism is our reminder of God'’s love. It calls us into the life of Christ, into service for others,
and to be present with one another. It is that gentle voice telling us that we belong. May we
each feel that connection, that sense of being loved in our hearts. May it shape the way we
speak, act, and see the world. May we also remember the call to love one another as God loves
each of us.

Prayer:

Loving God, Thank You for loving us. Your love is not with strings. Itisn’t conditional. Your love
is complete. Thank You for seeing us, for claiming us, for calling us by name. To be known so
fully and loved by You is a blessing that we hold dear to us. Let us also remember to share that
love with those we meet, so that everyone may feel that same sense of being seen, known, and
valued. Amen

With Grace and Love,

Pastor Amy
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