Grace Devotion

Week of October 19, 2025

When peace like a river, attendeth my way, When sorrows like sea billows roll—Whatever my lot,
thou hast taught me to say It is well, it is well with my soul. “It Is Well with My Soul,” reproduction
of original manuscript, spaffordhymn.com.
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I have so many favorite hymns—ones that fill me with joy, ones that fill me with reverence, ones that I
turn to when I am feeling lost. 7t Is Well with My Soul is the one I turn to for all emotions and
moments. It fills me with peace, with comfort, and with hope.

But do you know the story behind it? Horatio Spafford wrote this hymn during one of the darkest
seasons of his life. He was a successful attorney and investor who lost a fortune in 1871—in the Great
Chicago Fire. At the same time, his four-year-old son died of scarlet fever. The family was
heartbroken so Horatio thought that a vacation would help them all. He sent his wife and four
daughters on a ship to England and he was going to join them after he finished some business. While
crossing the Atlantic Ocean, the ship collided with another ship and sank. All four of his daughters
died (more than 200 total people). His wife survived and sent him a telegram that began, “Saved alone.
What shall I do?” Horatio immediately set sail for England and the captain, knowing what happened,
alerted Horatio that they were crossing over the spot of the shipwreck. As he thought about his
daughters, he was still filled with hope and comfort. He penned the words to our familiar hymn, When
peace like a river, attendeth my way, When sorrows like sea billows roll— Whatever my lot, thou hast
taught me to say It is well, it is well with my soul.

We face many storms in our own lives. Even when Horatio’s life seemed to be swept away by grief,
sorrow, and despair, he was still able to find comfort in his faith. He was able to trust that he was not
alone in the valley and that with God’s loving presence, It is well, it is well with my soul.

Prayer: Loving God, in the valleys of our lives, trapped in the deepest, darkest storms, remind us of
Your presence. We hold onto the promise that we are never alone. Your love steadies us when
everything else is unsteady. Teach us to trust that even in grief, loss, and despair, that Your Spirit
surrounds us with peace that passes understanding. Help to strengthen our faith so that in every season
of our lives, we can say [t is well, it is well with my soul. Amen

With Grace and Love,

Pastor Amy
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