Grace Devotion

Week of October 25, 2026
7 Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your mind.”@ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 3° And the second is like it:
‘Love your neighbor as yourself).— Matthew 22:34-46 NRSVUE

Dear friends,

When Jesus was asked which commandment was the greatest, his answer was pretty clear. Love
God with all your heart, soul, and mind. And love your neighbor as yourself. Two commandments.
Sounds simple enough, right?

But if we're honest, loving our neighbors isn't always easy. It's easy to love the people we get
along with, the people who think like we do, and the people who make us feel comfortable. It's a little
harder when we disagree with someone, when someone gets on our nerves, or when we just don't
understand where they're coming from. Yet, Jesus doesn't give us a list of exceptions. He tells us to love
our neighbors as ourselves.

In 1 Thessalonians, Paul talks about sharing the good news of God with others, but he also talks
about sharing his own life with them. He cared about the people he was serving. They weren't just
people he was trying to teach. They were people who mattered to him.

| think that's an important reminder for us. Sharing God's love isn't just about what we say or
what we believe. It's about how we treat people. It's about showing up and listening. It’s about being
willing to help and sometimes just sitting with someone who needs to know they aren't alone.

We don't have to agree with everyone to treat them with kindness. We don't have to have all the
right words to show someone they matter. We certainly don't have to do something big or
extraordinary to make a difference in someone's life.

| wonder what our churches, our families, and our communities might look like if we spent a
little more time showing one another what God's love looks like. That's not always easy. We're human,
after all. We get frustrated, we make mistakes, and sometimes we fall short of the very things we
believe. But we can keep trying. We can keep choosing love.

As we go through this week, may we remember that loving God and loving our neighbors go
hand in hand. May we look for opportunities every single day to let that love show, not just in what we
say, but in how we live.

Prayer:

Loving God, thank you for reminding us what matters most. Help us to love you with all our hearts and
to show love in the way we treat others. When we're frustrated, help us be patient. When we disagree,
help us be kind. When someone needs a little extra care, help us be willing to show up. May the love
you give us be seen in the ways we live each day. Amen

With Peace and Love,

Pastor Amy
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Testimony
Brother

Timothy
Salute

Election

Work
Idleness

Holy Spirit
Apostasy
Sakabbin
Rapture
Judgment
Encouragement
Perseverance
Comfort
Faithful
Obedience

Thessalonians
Paul

Silvanus
Grace

Gospel

Jesus

Christ

Lord

Pray

Sanctify
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— MATTHEW 22:37 —




