Grace Devotion

Week of October 26, 2025

I3 But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven but was beating his
breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ * I tell you, this man went down to his home
justified rather than the other, for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble
themselves will be exalted.” (Luke 18:13-14 NRSVUE)

P N L e N L e N a

As I reflect on all of the people who have crossed my path in my life, some of the most confident,
successful, and self-assured people stand out. They hold their heads high, they always seem to know
the exact words to say, and they carry themselves like the world is theirs to command. Yet, as I think
back, those people are a blur of faces and names. They stand out in the moment and fade away just as
quickly.

The ones who make a lasting impression are the ones who have humble souls. They are ones who
quietly listen with both ears and an open heart. They are ones who admit their mistakes—the big ones
and more importantly the little ones. They are the ones who show compassion and act in big ways,
without ever seeking attention. They each radiate a different kind of strength.

In today’s scripture, Jesus tells the story of a humbled tax collector who stands apart. His eyes lowered
to the ground, praying simply, “Be merciful to me, a sinner.” He doesn’t celebrate his
accomplishments. He doesn’t compare himself to anyone else. He is painfully aware of his own
imperfections and lays them bare before God. Jesus tells us that his humbled prayer makes him right
with God.

Humility doesn’t mean that you think less of yourself. It doesn’t mean that you don’t value the
uniqueness you bring. It really just means thinking of yourself honestly before God and trusting in His
mercy. No matter our age or season of life, there is freedom in letting go of pride. It means
acknowledging our own need for God’s grace. In our honest, humble moments before God, may we
each discover a peace and strength that lasts far longer than any recognition the world can give.

Prayer: Merciful God, help us be like the tax collector in today’s scripture. Be with us and remind us
to let go of the need to appear perfect to the world. Help us move away from self-importance so that
we may pray with honesty and trust. Help us to find peace, restoration, and joy in Your presence as we
find that gentle humility. Amen

With Grace and Love,

Pastor Amy
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