Grace Devotion

Week of October 4, 2026
Jesus said [to the high priests of the temple], “Yes, and | tell you that [crooks and
outcasts] are going to precede you into God’s kingdom. John came to you
showing you the right road. You turned up your noses at him, but the [crooks and
outcasts] believed him. Even when you saw their changed lives, you didn’t care
enough to change and believe him. — Matthew 21: 23-32

Dear friends,

This Sunday, our Come to the Table worship series comes to an end with The Table of Joy. Thereis
just something about a table. Throughout this series, we have talked about what happens when we make
room at the table—hospitality, love, peace, and now joy.

| think we sometimes misunderstand joy. It is easy to use joy and happiness interchangeably. We
can think that joy just means being happy all the time. Joy is someone who walks around with a perpetual
smile, always seems to have a good day, and that things are just always going right. But, my friends, | don’t
think that is the kind of joy that Jesus is talking about

Paul writes to the Philippians, “If you’ve gotten anything at all out of following Christ, if his love has
made any difference in your life, if being in a community of the Spirit means anything to you, if you have a
heart, ifyoucare — then do me a favor: Agree with each other, love each other, be deep-spirited friends.” —
Philippians 2: 1-13 | love that Paul connects joy with community. Joy isn’t just something that happens
inside of us...it can also happen between us. It happens when we sit around a table and laugh until our
sides hurt. It happens when someone remembers a story that we had forgotten. It happens when we
realize that we don’t have to pretend to have it all together. Sometimes, joy happens when we discover
that we have more in common than we thought. In Matthew, Jesus tells us a rather uncomfortable story to
the religious leaders. He reminds them that the people they dismissed were finding their way into God'’s
kingdom before they were. Ouch!

God’s table has always had a way of surprising us—the people we think don’t belong may already
have a seat, the people we have overlooked may be teaching us something about faith, and the people we
have judged may be experiencing God’s love in ways we haven’t noticed. That’s part of the joy of God’s
table. We don’t get to decide who belongs. There is room for each of us. There is room for the person
sitting beside us. There is room for the person we don’t understand. There is room for the person who
sees the world differently than we do. Somehow, when we stop worrying about who belongs and we
simply make room, we discover the beauty of joy. Joy of knowing that we don’t walk through life alone. Joy
in being loved and of loving one another. Joy of gathering around God's table and discover that there is still
room for more. God'’s table is bigger than we could ever imagine, and there is always room for us.

Prayer:
Loving God, ThankYou for the joy we find around the table. Thank You for the people who make us laugh,

and those who listen. Help us make room for others. May we carry the joy of this table with us into the

world. Amen.
With Joy and Love,

Pastor Amy
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The Lord's Prayer
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