Grace Devotion

Week of December 14, 2025

...and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
® for he has looked with favor on the lowly state of his servant.
Surely from now on all generations will call me blessed,
¥ for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name;
% indeed, his mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
I He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones
and lifted up the lowly;
53 he has filled the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away empty.
3 He has come to the aid of his child Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
3 according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” (Luke 1:47-55 NRSVUE)
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Joy: “A Thrill of Hope”
Greetings of Joy,

There is just something about being around people who are filled with joy—it is contagious.
No matter your own mood, their joy spreads around you and through you. It has a way of
breaking through even when we least expect it or even least welcome it! Mary’s song bursts
forth from her awe and gratitude. She sings because she dares to believe that God is at work,
even in the uncertainty that she lives. This week, joy invites us to lift our eyes beyond what is
right in front of us. Joy calls us to trust in what is being born among us. This joy is not shallow
happiness, forced cheer, or a box to check off. This joy is deep. This joy is a steady assurance
that God’s promises are true. Joy meets us in simple and ordinary ways. Maybe it is a shared
laugh that brings you closer together. It may be in the swirl of snowflakes. Maybe joy is found
in a note from a friend. This joy is the Spirit’s gentle reminder that God is not done yet. The
candle lit on this third week of Advent is a reminder that its glow may rekindle a sense of
wonder and awaken the hope that still sings in us.



Prayer:
God of Joy, When our hearts grow heavy, remind us of Your presence. Let joy rise up in us—

not because life is perfect, but because we do not walk this journey alone. May our spirits, like
Mary’s, find reason to sing with joy and praise Amen

With Grace and Love,

Pastor Amy
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The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad

for them; and the desert shall .and

blossom as the rose.
It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with
joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be
given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and
. they shall see the glory of the LORD,
and the excellency of our God.
Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the
knees.
Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong,
fear not: behold, your God will come with
vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will
and save you.
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the
cars of the deaf be unstopped.
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Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and
the of the dumb sing: for in the
wilderness shall waters break out, and streams
in the desert.
And the parched ground shall become a pool,
and the land springs of water: in
the habitation of dragons, where cach lay,
shall be grass with reeds and rushes.
And an highway shall be there, and a way, and
it shall be called The way of ; the
unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be
for those: the wayfaring men, though fools,
shall not err therein.
No shall be there, nor any
ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not
be found there: but the redeemed shall walk
there:
And the ransomed of the LORD shall return,
and come to Zion with songs and everlasting
Jjoy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and
, and sorrow and sighing shall flec
away.
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