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Week of December 7, 2025
The Peaceful Kingdom

11 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow[a] out of his roots.
2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see
or decide by what his ears hear,
4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor
and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

6 The wolf shall live with the lamb;
the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
the calf and the lion will feed[b] together,
and a little child shall lead them.
7 The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
9 They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain,
Sfor the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.

(Isaiah 11:1-9 NRSVUE)
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Peace: “Rest for the Weary”

Greetings of Peace,

This season always feels so rushed to me. Even if my own life doesn’t feel hurried, the people
around me always seem to be racing off to different events and carrying themselves with a sense
of urgency (images of the white rabbit from Alice in Wonderland always comes to mind during
this time). As our anticipation and plans quicken as we move through the month of December,
it is more important now to find small pauses in our days. Peace slips away when we feel
pulled in so many directions. So, we must intentionally make space for peace in our day. It
could be a deep breath that calms and centers you when times are feeling just a little too much.
Maybe it looks like taking time to intentionally share a meal with someone—forcing time to
slow. Maybe it is a quiet prayer—finding peace in the chaos of the day to draw nearer to God.

I hope each of you can find peace in your day. I hope that it is an intentional practice that
carries over long after Advent. Find a moment in your day, in your routines, and make space for
peace. Make it intentional. Move to a different location. Feel peace wash over you that you.
Remember that you are not alone. Remember that God’s presence is steady and sure.
Remember most, that peace is possible, right here and right now.

Prayer:
God of Peace, In a world that moves too fast, help us slow down to notice You. Quiet our

racing thoughts and steady our anxious hearts. Let Your peace fill the parts of us that are filled
with worry. Remind us that even in the rush of life, You are near. Teach us to carry that peace
everywhere we go so that through us, others can also feel Your calm and steady presence.
Amen

With Grace and Love,

Pastor Amy
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https://bible.art/p/l18cjP6FuwGh2N7aokvrg/isaiah-11:6-the-wolf-also-shall-dwell
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FROM JERUSALEM AND

ALL JUDEA AND THE

WHOLE REGION AROUND
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