Grace Devotion

Week of March 29, 2026

The Triumphal Entry (Matthew 21:1-11)

“When Jesus and his disciples came near
Jerusalem, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two
disciples ahead, saying, ‘Go into the village ahead
of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied,
and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to
me. ... The disciples brought them, put their cloaks
on the animals, and Jesus sat on them. ... The crowds went ahead of him and those following
shouted, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!””

The Passion Narrative (selected from Matthew 26:14—-27:66)

o Betrayal (26:14-16): “Then one of the twelve, Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and
said, ‘What will you give me if | betray him to you?’ ..”

o The Last Supper / The Table (26:26—-28): “While they were eating, Jesus took bread,
blessed it, broke it, and gave it to the disciples, saying, ‘Take, eat; this is my body. ... He
took the cup and said, ‘Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, poured
out for many for the forgiveness of sins.””

o The Garden (26:36-46): “Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane and
said, ‘Sit here while | go over there and pray.” ... He prayed, ‘My Father, if it is possible, let
this cup pass from me; yet not as | will, but as you will.””

o The Cross (27:27-54): “They led him away to crucify him. ... And when Jesus cried out
again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.”
o The Burial / Empty Space (27:57-66): “When it was evening, there came a rich man from

Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was a disciple of Jesus. ... He laid Jesus in his own

new tomb, and rolled a large stone in front of the entrance.”
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Greetings,

This week we enter Palm Sunday, the day when people waved palms, shouted Hosanna!, and
celebrated Jesus as their hoped-for Savior. Yet, just a few days later, many of those same voices
would misunderstand him, turn away, or even call for his death. Palm Sunday reminds us that
following Jesus is rarely simple—and that our vision is often clouded by our hopes, our
expectations, or our fears.



At Grace, we are exploring this story through five stations, each one reflecting a moment when
people misunderstood Jesus. | invite you to join in spirit. Picture each station, imagine the
symbols, and let the questions guide your prayers.

Station 1: Palms — What kind of Savior are you hoping Jesus will be?
Take a moment to name your hopes. Are you hoping for comfort, success, peace, or something
else? How might God’s vision of you and the world be different from your own?

Station 2: The Table — Where do you resist a love that costs something?
Think about the ways God invites you into love that stretches or challenges you. How might you
lean into that love, even when it’s hard or uncomfortable?

Station 3: The Garden — Where do you want God to act—but God is silent?
Picture holding a small stone in your hand, carrying the places where you long for God’s
presence. Bring them gently before God and release them, trusting in God’s timing.

Station 4: The Cross — What do you struggle to understand about the cross?
Sit with the mystery of Jesus’ suffering and love. Let your questions, your doubts, and even your
grief be honest prayers before God.

Station 5: The Empty Space — What does it mean to stay with Jesus, even when we don’t
understand?

Sit quietly. Breathe. Imagine being present with Jesus in every moment, even when the story
doesn’t make sense, even when your heart feels heavy.

Palm Sunday calls us to see clearly: to notice where we misunderstand, to pay attention to what
we long for, and to learn what it truly means to follow Jesus. Even in confusion, even in waiting,
God calls us to stay close, to watch, to pray, and to trust.

Prayer:

God of Love, open our eyes this Palm Sunday to see You more clearly, even when we
misunderstand. Help us notice the people, places, and moments that stretch us to follow. Teach
us to stay with You in love, to sit with our questions, and to trust Your presence in all things. Let
our hearts wave Hosanna, not only in celebration, but in faithful, patient hope. Amen.

With Grace and Love,

Pastor Amy
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Matthew 21
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Adventureg

Read Matthew 26:1-56, Luke 22:1-53, :
and John 13:1-18:24. Find and circle the words below.
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