Grace Devotion

Week of March 22, 2026

32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him,
she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you
had been here, my brother would not have

died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews .
who came with her also weeping, he was greatly Seeing hope where we expect death
disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 3? He said, Lazarus

“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” *° Jesus began to

weep.

(John 11:32-35 NRSVUE)

IO OO T MU T N M O O 0N 0 O\ M 0 N NI N N N O 0 OV N O OV OV 0\ N O\ 1 O\ O O\ N O I O O\ O O VU M O A AU O A U U A M A U O A AU A A A A A A (D A A

Dear Friends,
This week’s Gospel takes us to a familiar and aching place—the story of Lazarus. It is a story
many of us know, yet it still meets us right where we are, especially in seasons of waiting,

loss, or uncertainty.

When Jesus arrives in Bethany, Lazarus has already died. Martha and Mary both say the
same words to him: “Lord, if you had been here...” It’s not an accusation so much as a
confession—of grief, of love, of disappointment, and of hope all tangled together. Jesus
does not correct them. He does not rush past their sorrow. Instead, he listens. He stands
with them. Then, in one of the most human moments in all of Scripture, Jesus weeps.

John tells us plainly: “Jesus began to weep.” Before any miracle, before any command to
come out of the tomb, there are tears. Jesus shares their grief. He honors their pain. He
joins with them in their loss.

For those of us who spend long days waiting—waiting for healing, waiting for strength,
waiting for answers—this matters deeply. It tells us that Jesus is not far from our sorrow.
He does not stand on the other side of our pain offering explanations. He stands with us,
sharing it.

Yet, the story does not end there. From that place of grief, Jesus speaks life. He calls
Lazarus by name and invites him to step into the light. Resurrection does not erase the
tears that came before it—but it grows from them.



This week, we are reminded that God’s promise is not that we will never weep, but that we
will never weep alone. Even when change feels slow, even when hope feels fragile, Jesus is

there—calling life forward in ways we may not yet see.
May you know this week that you are seen, loved, and held. May Christ’s presence bring

you comfort, and may hope meet you gently, right where you are.

Prayer:
God of Life, When our hearts are heavy and our waiting feels like it has gone on forever,

remind us that You are near. Sit with us in our grief, share our tears, and speak hope into
the places that feel closed or lifeless. Call us by name and help us trust that Your love is still

at work, even now. Amen.

With Grace and Love,

Pastor Amy
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e HIGH
¢ PEOPLE
¢ BEING

e TOWN

AFTER
o SLEEP
e« DEATH

e STINKETH
e SAITH

o PLACE

e STAND

¢ HOUSE

e BETHANY

e THAT

THEY
¢ WHEN

HADST

¢ THOU

¢ BEHOLD
e SAID

¢ ONLY
e« FORTH

¢ GROANED

e WHERE

o JESUS

e PLAINLY
¢ UNTO

e SHALL
¢ KNOW
e LIVE

o LAZARUS

¢ FACE
e SEEN

o SISTER

¢ HEARD

o WILDERNESS
e PASSOVER
e COME

¢ WERE

o ALSO
¢ LAIN

¢ BEHOLD
¢ SOME

¢ UPON

¢« BELIEVETH

¢ CHRIST
¢ CALLED
¢ SOON

¢ DISCIPLES
¢ STONE
e SEETH

e THERE

o FURLONGS
o CAME

e THINGS

¢« COUNCIL

¢ ROMANS
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SPRINGTIME

SEEDLING

SUNSHINE

ROBIN
THAW
LB

LEAFBUD

HEST

GARDEN
GRASS

PICHIC

FUDDLE

CHIRPING

DAFFODIL
DUCKLING

BLOSSOM
BUTTERFLY

BREEZE

BIRDECHG




