Grace Devotion
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Week of April 12, 2026

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace
be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands.
Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come
to believe.”

The Purpose of This Book

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this book. 31 But these

are written so that you may continue[b] to believe that Jesus is the Messiah,[c] the Son of God, and that through
believing you may have life in his name.
(John 20:19-31 NRSVUE)
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Easter blessings to you!
We celebrated Easter and Christ’s resurrection last week, seeing Jesus call Mary by name. What a powerful
feeling knowing that Jesus calls each of us by name. No matter our circumstances, we are known and we are

loved.

Just as each of us is seen and known by God, we also recognize all of those who come through the doors of the
church each week. This week, the youth will be leading worship. This next generation faithfully joins us for
worship each week, actively sharing during the Time for the Young at Heart, and most importantly they invite
their friends to join them during worship. My friends, this is how our church is growing. Our youngest members
find joy and meaning in coming to church and they invite their friends to share the good news. In the past, we
often had the children front and center for all to see as they took part during worship. Today, we realize that
there are so many moving parts to making worship and the church run smoothly—with just as many
opportunities behind the scenes as there are at the forefront. This Sunday, the children will be leading worship
as lectors, and offering the words of the sermon about how they see God working in the world today. We also
have kids who will be bringing in their favorite treats so that we can share in fellowship time. Even more, we
have some of our youngsters handling the microphones and the sound board. Each moving part is a way that
God is working through our youth helping them to realize their importance in Grace UCC and in taking God’s
Word out into the world. We are thankful and blessed that our children are once again filling the pews.

Prayer:

God of Love, We are blessed to have each person connected to Grace. Whether
they are here every week, or they participate from home, may each person feel
seen, known, and loved. Be with each of us on our daily journeys, giving us
strength when we are weak and giving us the opportunity to see Your work in the
world around us—in nature, in community, and in our hearts. Amen

With Grace and Love,

Pastor Amy
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e SILVER
e CHRIST

¢ PROPHETS

e TIME

e GALATIA

e SANCTIFICATION

FOUNDATION

e MIGHT
« LOVE

¢ ANGELS

FATHER

* REVELATION
e YOURSELVES
¢ MANNER

e WRITTEN

¢ WORK

RESERVED
e REVEALED

« ABIDETH
« FLOWER

HEAVINESS
TRIED

¢ ENDURETH

FULL
YOUR
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