Grace Devotion

Pastor Fred Young

+++++++++H+H
A word from the wise old man... Jacob the Baker

“Jacob!” a voice demanded through the din of the bakery. “When will
the Messiah come?”

Jacob turned from the dough bench and found the man behind the question.

“You know,” said Jacob, “there is an old story that, if we were to treat
every person we met as if they were the Messiah, then it wouldn’t make any
difference if they weren’t.” And, while Jacob spoke, he began to wander in
his own thoughts:

“If God makes us by filling us with His holy breath, then God has
whispered into each of us. So, each time we exhale, we are releasing God’s
breath, the message of God’s being. That means we are all messengers
from the Source, and maybe, if we treated every person we met as if they
were a messenger, we would get the message!”

These thoughts calmed Jacob, but the man who asked the question had
grown impatient.

“Jacob, do you sincerely think we are capable of treating everyone as
if they were the Messiah?”

“I don’t know,” said Jacob. The questioner seemed to enjoy the idea
of this.

“You don’t know?”

“My friend,” said Jacob, meaning it with his voice, “The furthest a
wise person can travel is to the border of their ignorance. The furthest a
wise one can see is to the beginning of their blindness.”

The man threw up his arms, clearly disgusted with Jacob’s answers. “I was
told you were a holy man, a prophet, a teacher, but, instead, you tell me that
you don’t know, that you are ignorant, and that you are blind.”

Jacob patiently nodded through the negative description.



“Well,” the scoffer continued, “What should I see in you?”
“A man,” said Jacob, speaking slowly, “And, in reflection, you might

find I look a great deal like you.”
Noah BenShea
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We all possess the power to express our uniqueness, our compassion, and
our ability to get life wrong in many ways. But as a child of God, we are also
given the glorious gift of unconditional grace. Our lives are often measured by
how our faith blossoms and bears fruit, keeping in mind that even the prickly pear
has a sweet and juicy center.

Christ’s words remind us that such action requires letting go of our security.
Such justice involves us going beyond our own self-interest for us to promote the
well-being of others. But for this to happen we must ask, where do we need to
die? What do we need to lose to be faithful? What do we in life possess, that
continues to tighten its grip, cutting us off from recognizing we are never alone,
but are loved unconditionally by the Messiah who can be seen all around us?

PRAYER: God of second chances and new beginnings, open our eyes to see you
around us and open our hearts so that we can understand what your presence truly
means to us. Amen.

Blessings!
Pastor Fred
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we will rejoice
and be glad in it.
124

This is the day which
Psalm 118

the LORD hath made;

Psalm 118
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