Grace Devotion

Week of April 26, 2026
The Divine Shepherd your rod and your staff,
A Psalm of David. they comfort me.
1The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want. °>You prepare a table before me
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures; in the presence of my enemies;
he leads me beside still waters;!? you anoint my head with oil;
3 he restores my soul.l) my cup overflows.
He leads me in right paths'¥ 6 Surely!® goodness and mercy! shall follow me
for his name’s sake. all the days of my life,
4 Even though | walk through the darkest valley,d and | shall dwell in the
| fear no evil, house of the Lord
for you are with me; my whole life long.[d
(Psalm 23 NRSVUE)
Beloved,

The image of the shepherd is a comforting one—an image of peace. In the time of the psalmist, shepherds lived
closely with their sheep. They didn’t drive them from behind. They walked before them, leading the way. The
shepherds knew each and every sheep. They watched over them and stayed with them all day and night. When
danger came, the shepherds did not run away. They stayed. This is the image that we are given for God. “The
Lord is my shepherd.” Knowing this about shepherds, God is not distant or absent. God is near and present.

We are invited to picture these green pastures and still waters, but this familiar psalm holds us honestly in the
valleys. The path is not always easy. There are days that are filled with weariness and uncertainties. Let’s be
honest, there are also several days of our lives that are filled with fears. Yet, the promise remains: the Shepherd
is with us. The Lord as our shepherd guides us when we are anxious and restores us when we are worn down.
The Lord as our shepherd stays with us, especially when the nights are long. Even when we cannot see the way
ahead, we are not walking the journey alone. Even when our strength fails us, we are still lead by the One who

calls us by name.

Today, wherever you find yourself, rest in this truth: you are held in the care of the shepherd who does not
leave you.

Prayer:

Loving Shepherd, Thank You for walking with us through every season of our lives. When we are tired, help
restore us. When we are afraid, stay close so that we may feel Your nearness. Help us to hear and trust Your
voice and to follow wherever You lead. Amen

With Grace and Love,

Pastor Amy
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The Shepherd's Voice

When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep
follow him because they know his voice. John 10:4 (NIV)

The puzzle is based on John 10:1-10 (NIV)

Find the hidden words. The words have been placed horizontally, vertically. or diagonally.
When you locate a word, draw a circle around it.

HI1 GKTGVLFTZZTE?Z
FOLLOWREALIMSTFT
VESHEEPAXI JMTLU
RZSAVEDDETFNUHIJ
AYOENHXSDEDETI SR
TCSQA INETD
ALHEM GOFEM
F KEEE PBGNR
PEPLV ‘ NEAHO
F AHMK YCTGB
PWEFVYRQKQSYBETL B
EHRSOUJYJHNBHIXTETE
NDDOTAVAXCRBETVYR
MLVYOICEUJGKNOWI W
MSTRANGERUJEOTFRH
LIFE LEADS NAME PEN VOICE
KNOW STRANGER THIEF LISTEN FOLLOW
SHEEP ROBBER GATE SHEPHERD SAVED
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