Grace Devotion

Week of Apl’il 6, 2025 Pastor Fred Young

For this week, I thought it might be nice for you to receive the devotions we get via email
written by our Penn Central Conference Staff. This particular message is from our
Conference Minister and President, Rev. Dr. Carrie Call.

Blessings! Pastor Fred
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Message to the Conference

Greetings fellow members of Penn Central
Conference,

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human
point of view,

(2 Corinthians 5:16a NRSV)

The lectionary passage for the fourth Sunday in Lent is
written to the fractious church in Corinth where there was
argumentation, tension, and mistrust. As Paul writes to
soothe the distrust of the community toward himself, he
also shares eloquent truths about God and Christ. Paul is aware of how easy it is for us
in the church to get hung up on each other “from a human point of view” (literally
“according to the flesh”). After all, this is how we encounter one another - as human
beings, mortal and fleshly. Yet in this new life in Christ Paul urges us to see one another
in a different way, in a new way, befitting our status as people in Christ. After all, if we
are in Christ, there is a new creation and everything has become new!

Really? I don’t feel new. Not lately. I sense that my life, according to the flesh, is often
weak, tired, in pain, and anxious. So what is Paul talking about when he says that all
things become new? Is it possible that his reference to the new creation within us is the
new spiritual self that lives flying toward God and Christ as its nesting place? Paul’s
words tempt me to think it all happens at once, this new creation. But for me my new
creation in Christ has been an ongoing process, not something I experienced all at once



at Confirmation, singing in youth choir, or graduating from seminary. It is now, here,
still happening, still blooming. And Paul’s reference to reconciliation is the key.

To live into being this new creation I must embrace — daily - that God in Christ has
reconciled the world to himself (v.19) and does not count my trespasses against me.
Instead, as a forgiven soul, I have been entrusted with the message of reconciliation as
an ambassador of Christ. Not only to call others to reconciliation with God, but to allow
my own reconciliation with God to influence my choices, my tone, my words, and my
decisions every day. Which brings us back to the first line of the passage as quoted
above: “From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view.”

We are called to see one another as in Christ and therefore as ones who are also
engaged in becoming a new creation. This is true even with other Christians with whom
we disagree. This is extraordinarily difficult. We do enjoy, after all, judging for
ourselves who is in Christ and who is not, even if we are all calling ourselves Christian.
How did we slip so easily into regarding one another from a human point of view? WE
are called to something higher, something more difficult.

Seeing one another as in Christ means trusting that Christ is at work in their lives in
ways we will never know. That takes practice and diligence. And in these days, what
better time to consider our own reconciliation with God and how it might help us see
one another differently?

Peace,

Carrie

Rev. Dr. Carrie Call
Conference Minister
Penn Central Conference
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FORMER THINGS, NOR
ISAIAH 43:18-19

CONSIDER THE THINGS OF OLD.

L
=
4
4
:
2
1V
14
=
0
2
9
0

IN THE WILDERNESS AN
"RIVERS IN THE DES

BEHOLD, I WIL|
THING., NOW IT ¢
FORTH; SHALL Y
IT2 I WILL EVEN MZ

N N E B D X O H R F

G A E R B R U O ¥ § 1
5% ¥ JF A L E E W R L N H X &

S

N C § E

W

I

H 9 1 p 5 T B L E L E

H

I

H 3T H & X © K D 2 H B %Y

v ¥ P E E G P M H E Z W

I
E M X F B R O U o

B L X
N Y P

S N M

I

W

J R O

D E § P

C E H W 585 T T X N

R F T T H H ©O V

S

b GG O €M B C M 8
S KE F OO P R M U

E ¥ H E E H F E E C %
D E AL T K HTF A O O

I

L. T T P B F 0O O N O H §8 R § X 5 B G G W C

I

W

W L E A R 8§ 1

E ¢ 2 T E T U 8 G N

P L O A R R M S DB O %Y

] B R ]
T N E

I
I

I

P E Y O 5 O A 53 P M

K C E E P

B A O N

E D R B 8 E R H T E T T O L B M X W

A T O

E L
MW Q E M T E R U E M F X J

i}

O W X H

rR V

W
P C O E Q G A §8 E E E A N

¥

v
IJ M § G E M X L B

M £ C E D R C

S

A E H M Z2 Y

X T F
B P 2 T L L B

R

R L Z£ &

R R P V

I

I

&

W

LZ N R Z A B E
O T N DM C A W B V N N P Z K G E

I

J

I

AT

M U P
A P Y

S C W

Q E E H T E G O T £ E

T

I

N ¥Y P O F E L

N C E D W

AT

P

W

g L a0

BLOTTETH
REPRCACHES

TOGETHER

BROUGHT

CANE

PEOPLE

SHEW
THOU

BESIDE
BEFORE
YOUR
CREATOR
WHICH

RISE

THINGS
WILDERNESS

FOEREMED

BURNED
ISEAFEL
GIVE
SOUTH
FORMER
SERMN.

WITH

HAVE

T



z

F

E Va0 S8 AP

AVARR VIR | GRS E ) GRS Al i [ NI ) ST G G IR
E M U G R M A R Y R
A X O O E

F

NN Q¥ B
A & TR © T ) R

R

L

H

J

F

N U O

B 0 A H T R A M P D

B

I

H X MsECW AT 6 G K Q-6
M § U R A Z A

E
B

K H G H L OV S M P C E G D K F ol G0 B
F M- E Z D R 2 a8

F
Z VvV S X Y O N

D

L
J

L

Eraleis ke U Gi. W& 0 H
2 G = 7 - IR PR AR o (Y (R © e - PR L B

S W H E

E

A

E

L
Uu S G

g N MU

L

R w X T A X A S

L
Y H Y N A H T

0 X & | W O
B il X s G e P

L

L
cC M U

Kl ke PEECHS TA

B
F
A TR
C V R N

E

E

E

B MG TR MY e S2 5 005
= 2 U - (B ¥ I 0 (Y 5 N =

U

G S

J

J

e . € . 2Z2 NV 6 U ¥ H ¥ B V¥ W R

LB AR K W KR B
Y MY Z S R N

E C AR G G H N W D W K C

L

w
B™alls YN Y. E

J

S S
O AR M H

S
Vi el

V G E 'V
X
W

TR AR

P O O R

PoB R & O
K D R J U D A S

J
F

J C V
E P Z

N C

M M N P T

L

M 0 M G O € D

E

D & € 8 R-Q R K $§ ReW R QP

F

L

A K

J

P

Z K U zZz R U R D S V U
S A S U T Y A O U Y

N

E
X
D W U

L

I
P O N
H K

X

J
-

BB kK & @ $ D ¥ . T

Vo QN W R

J

B

S R X

T X A H K D T

Yok A R OQUR NG Z20R MG O KRGE

B

L

J
F

L C E M F

L
T W E W Y H T Y

H A M S

F

E. .2 &

F X O VvV H B V G H U Y E Y

C

F

F

Lazarus
Worship

Grace Jerusalem Jesus Judas
Nard

Expensive

Bethany

Poor

Passover

Martha Mary

Love



