Grace Devotion

Week of May 18, 2025

Pastor Fred Young
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We cannot all be one, we cannot
realize the prayer of Jesus unless we
believe that all people matter equally
to God. To do so requires us to shift

our motivation from determining what
is good for a narrowly defined “us”
toward considering all people as part
of the “One.” What if we looked at
one another and saw all people as
valuable, as part of the oneness Jesus
desired for the people around him?

Rev. Martha Spong

Pastor Martha Spong asks us to
consider how life would be different if we
noticed and embraced each other.
Inclusiveness is much easier to talk
about than put into action, but being
followers of Christ is not supposed to be
easy. We are called to be open to the
indwelling and transformative presence
of Christ. We are tasked to awaken our
God-given talents to become a sign of
what it means to be a disciple, part of the
living church. Grace is rooted in and
through Jesus Christ, and we are also a
community of believers bound together,
‘United’ by covenant: a bond that has
been challenged in this past year of
uncertainty, iliness, and isolation.

Our faith stretches back over 2000 years, yet we are a church who truly
believes, God is Still Speaking! That is why we are committed to hearing God’s
ancient story anew in our lives and in the world today. It's why we strive to remain
attentive to God’s creative movement around us. We believe worship should feed us
as we celebrate, nourishing both head and heart. Christ’s prayer for us, “That They
May Be One” is more than just a catchy tag line for our church; it should be the focus
of our movement, ministry, mission, and hospitality. In the Gospel of John, Jesus
makes God known; revealing the divine to humanity so that people might recognize



God and be transformed. | recently acquired a book of quotes from Mr. Rodgers and
found this one to be work well with John’s Gospel:

‘Love isn’t a state of perfect caring. It is an active noun like “struggle.’
To love someone is to strive to accept that person exactly.
the way they are, right here and now.”
Our friendly neighbor reminds us of the constant work of Christianity, how we strive
and struggle to follow the path of Jesus. How is your acceptance?

PRAYER
Dear God, you love us unconditionally, provide us with the compassion needed to
love and accept our neighbors as ourselves. Amen.

Blessings!
Pastor Fred
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Prayer Requests

e Sue Caler

e Sue Little — Nancy Bankert’s Request

o Mike & Linda Gouker — Nancy Bankert’s Request

e Marie Welt — Nancy Bankert’s Request

e Tina Hagarman

e Barbara Hitchen with medical concerns

o Mike Mummert

e Brenda Rummel, Ron and Judy Rummel’s Sister-In-Law

e Silvia, Martha Channel’s friend diagnosed with cancer

e Joanne Smith, Tom Craig’s friend

e Gloria Werner

e Irelyn Sprenkle: 11 yrs. Old, diagnosed with Kidney Cancer
e Ronald Klunk, recent diagnosis of cancer

e Harold Hartlaub

e Mary Jane Furhman

e Nancy Fiscus, Friend of Glendon Ruhlman

o Cherie Haugh, Tom Craigs friend

e Emily Moul

e Darlene Reed, Friend of Nancy Bankert

e Dorothy Smith, Tom Craig’s Sister-In-Law

e Rick Boyer

e Scott Martin — Nancy Bankert’s Request

e Leone Mussleman

e Rodney Swartz, Rick Boyers Friend with health concerns

¢ Brenda Warehime, Tom Craigs Friend with health concerns
o (Co-Worker of Holly Smith, Dawn and Friend Jo both with Cancer
e The Family of Mildred Hershey

e Larry Rhoten, Tom Craig’s friend, dealing with health issues

Please remember to help Pastor Fred & Pastor Amy update prayer requests and keep
him informed when someone is no longer in need of prayer.

New or changed addition

Leave prayer requests on the Prayer Line or Pastor Fred Young at 717-346-1703. You can
also email pastoryoung.tuccgburgl@gmail.com. Requests will be added weekly to the
bulletin, mailings, and easel in The Gathering Place and daily to the phone line.




~ With everything going on in the
world and in our lives, how do we
recoghize the voice of Jesus—and
hot all the other noise?

~ Where in your life right now do
you heed to trust that God is
leading you, even if the way isn’t
clear yet?
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Praise ye the LORD. Praise ye the LORD from the : praise him in the heights.
Praise ye hum, all his : praise ve him, all his hosts.
Praise ye him, sun and moon: praise him, all ye of light.
Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and ye that be above the heavens.
Let praise the name of the LORD: for he commanded, and they were created.
He hath also stablished them for ever and ever: he hath made a decree which shall not
Praise the LORD from the earth_ ye dragons, and all :
Fire, and ; snow, and vapours; stormy wind fulfilling his word:
. and all halls; fruitful trees, and all cedars:
Beasts, and all ; creeping things, and flying fowl:
Kings of the earth, and all people; princes, and all of the earth:
Both men, and maidens; old men, and children:
Let them praise the of the LORD: for his name alone is excellent; his glory is above the earth and heaven.

He also the horn of his people, the praise of all his saints; even of the children of Israel, a people near unto him. Praise ye the LORD.



John 13

P OERS OIJRETAEIRGIJILMYBH

\.'

H

\‘r

N G X Z E
M

1
P D U

LMFEDARVWMTEFETLY

T R OAXYCHDARTILW

c C

I

B G S

K N

U

MRRTTP
M
B GDE S E X TR

Y
Z

R S BDEYDSI KEIZRDIZZBYV

I MDH O U

EY VS Z L WJ L Y DO S E
N

T O B
A Y Y

P W

C EB P D J W

1 T A G

D C

<z

A P OS S GDC

I

K R 1]

1 Q F B J Z

I
O GR S K G AW

Uu o o VvV T

I

M X E NI CRIKT
S EDP S E B A U

W

K K §

I

OY XHZ KWTGRHW

N

I

M

-
N

L AWM

I

N
EP SV OX CKMU

U H E

R R TEHEIK O R Q

S B C Z D O W

S T D

I L XL G P O
HD2Z CTYAGU QB

I

T R F K
N

N

N

ML Z D WH E
HLTTOWETLDYSEUSHVYVZTFIKB S

J H
I W
W R § A

W

HPHREPYYCHA RYUETLZS ZIXKT

B

U A ARETLJ C S F

I U

I

E V H Q

N
T P A TURIRRZCZRBL

F P H

U V

K ED A E Y E

N M

\f

I ¢ X E

\Y
ERYRAMT
OHTUZP S B
D BK S OXT

Z £E F A OF DYDTLV
X CRKDOCE V

U EEHT

I

W

L
D

W

F F

U

N U

U P

I DY Q
X G A J EERTU

S

I R C S V

T P

« SATD
« TABLE
« POOR

« OUGHT

« DONE
« GREATER

« THEM

« WORLD
s SUPPER

B

» GIVE

« IMAEDIATELY
« GLORIFIED

« SHALL

« TOWEL

WATER
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