Grace Devotion Week of May 4, 2025

After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he
showed himself in this way. *Gathered there were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin,
Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. >Simon
Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went
out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. *Just after daybreak, Jesus
stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. *Jesus said to them,
“Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” °He said to them, “Cast
the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they
were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. "That disciple whom Jesus loved

said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” John 21:1-7a
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At dawn on the beach that day, Jesus asked his followers to take up the
shepherd’s crook and continue to nourish and protect those who would follow.
The tasks were simple: seek, save, shelter, sustain! Be the shepherd, because you
overflow with love for me. The beach breakfast asks us to discover what it is
within ourselves and within our church that needs to change for us to pick up the
shepherd’s crook and continue Christ’s mission and ministry? We are
challenged, like Peter to look back into our own pasts to clearly experience our
brand-new future with Christ.

This is beach scene is the final encounter, the last meal with the Savior. He
surprised his followers time and again with his abundant blessings. Here, Jesus
encouraged the fish to swim into his friends’ empty nets, prepared an overflowing
spread for them, and one more time, commissioned them to share it with others.
Christ called Peter by name assuring him, “I believe in you. I know who you are
and I love you.” Jesus asked them, like he continues to ask us today, to use the
nourishment of his love to sustain the people of the world. So let us continue our
work to feed Christ’s community here in Gettysburg and as far reaching as we are
able. May our nets be full, may the table be wide.

Blessings, Pastor Fred

Prayer: God, give us the ability to see your Son and Savior in others. Amen.
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Acts 9
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