Grace Devotion
e

Week of May 10, 2026

The Promise of the Holy Spirit

15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. *® And | will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Advocate, to be with you forever. * This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it neither
sees him nor knows him. You know him because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

18 “ will not leave you orphaned; | am coming to you. *° In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you
will see me; because | live, you also will live. 2° On that day you will know that | am in my Father, and you in me,
and | in you. 2! They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those who love
me will be loved by my Father, and | will love them and reveal myself to them.” (John 14:15-21 NRSVUE)
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Dear friends,

This Sunday, we celebrate Mother’s Day, a day traditionally set aside to lift up our
mothers. This day, though, holds so much more. There are those who grieve the
loss of their mothers, those who grieve not being able to become mothers, those
who grieve the loss of a child. Some play the role of the mother figure in the lives
of those who share that space—as a mentor, a loved one, a neighbor, or a friend
who offered care and presence when it was most needed. For some, this day may
simply pass quietly, marked more by memory than celebration. Wherever you find
yourself in this day, | want you to hear this clearly: you are not alone, and you are
not forgotten.

In the reading from the Gospel of John Jesus speaks words that offer reassurance to his disciples. He knows
they are anxious. He knows they are afraid of what life will look like when he is no longer physically with them.
Into that fear, he speaks a promise: “I will not leave you orphaned.” That word, orphaned, holds a lot of weight.
It feels like abandonment and being left without care. Yet, Jesus refuses that story for them. Instead, he
promises the presence of the Holy Spirit, one who abides with us and within us.

For those days when you feel alone, or forgotten, or unsure of what comes next, this promise is for you too.
God has not stepped away. God has not let go. Christ continues to meet you right where you are. Right here,
and right now.

Prayer:

God of love,

Thank You for this time to pause and offer thanks and praise for those in our lives who have been mother
figures. We lift up those who have shaped us and guided us into the people we are today. While this day may
weigh heavy on our hearts, give us space to hold the joy in memories and the emotions that come with them.
Amen

With Grace and Love,

Pastor Amy gﬁ@?
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John 14
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BIBLE MOTHERS

Delve into the heart of biblical heritoge
with this word search, spotlighting the

ABIGAIL
BATHSHEBA

names of mothers whose faith and
strength echo through generations.

BILHAH
ELIZABETH
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RUTH
SARAH

NAOMI
PENINNAH

TAMAR
ZILPAH
ZIPPORAH

RACHEL
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