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Week of June 28, 2026

40 “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent
me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and
whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the
righteous, 42 and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a
disciple—truly | tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” (Matthew 10:40-42 NRSVUE)

Dear friends,

Jesus speaks these words as he is sending His disciples out into the world. Itisn’t an easy journey. He
has been honest with them about what they may face—uncertainty, rejection, and the challenge of
going without much to rely on. Then, in the midst of this unknown journey, He speaks about something
that is beautifully simple. “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me
welcomes the one who sent me.” | love how often Jesus connects God’s presence to something as
ordinary as welcome. Itis in these quiet acts of opening a door, or making space, or offering hospitality.
It doesn’t have to be grand or dramatic. In God'’s kingdom, welcome isn’t just a social courtesy. Itis
sacred. When we receive another person with kindness, we are entering into something greater than
ourselves. Jesus says that He is there in those moments. Then, He goes even further. Even the
smallest gesture matters: a cup of cold water offered in love doesn’t go unnoticed.

This is a reminder that nothing offered in kindness is ever too small to matter to God. In a world that
often measures worth by success, Jesus lifts up the quiet faithfulness of simple goodness. Most of us
will not perform great acts that are remembered for generations. But, we will have countless
opportunities to offer welcome—to make someone feel seen, to offer refreshments in a weary
moment, and to extend the hospitality of Christ in ordinary ways. Jesus tells us, that is enough, and
that is holy.

Prayer:
Loving and welcoming God, Be with us today. Help us open our hearts and hands in hospitality and
welcome. Whether itis a friend from long ago, or a stranger we haven’t met yet, may we welcome
them with Christ’s love. In the sharing of simple kindness, may
we be open and receptive to the hospitality of others. In all
things, may we reflect Your love and grace. Amen.

With Grace and Love,

Yot

Ty

Pastor Amy
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