Grace Devotion

Week of July 12, 2026

34Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and
drank and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his
birthright. (Genesis 25:34 NRSVUE)

8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. (Matthew 13:8 NRSVUE)

Dear friends,

Most of us have tried to grow something at some point in our
lives. Perhaps it was a garden. Perhaps it was a houseplant sitting on a windowsill. Maybe it was
a relationship, a hobby, or a dream. Whatever it was, we quickly learned a simple truth: things
do not grow on their own.

Seeds need water. Plants need sunlight. Gardens need attention. If we neglect them long
enough, they begin to wither.

Jesus understood this truth when he told the parable of the sower. The same seed was scattered
everywhere, but it did not grow the same way in every place. Some seed landed on hard
ground. Some among rocks. Some among thorns. Only the seed that found good soil flourished.
The parable invites us to look inward. What kind of soil are we offering God?

In Genesis, Esau faces a different kind of question. He comes home hungry and exhausted.
Jacob offers him a bowl of stew, and Esau gives away something precious in exchange for
immediate relief. In that moment, he chooses what feels good right now over what will matter
in the long run.

While most of us have never traded away a birthright, we understand the temptation. We all
face choices about what we value. We can spend our time nurturing gratitude or resentment.
We can feed hope or fear. We can invest in faith or allow distractions to crowd it out.

Little choices, repeated over time, shape who we become.

The good news is that God never stops scattering seeds. God continues to plant grace, love,
hope, and truth in our lives. The question is whether we are making room for those seeds to
grow.



As you reflect this week, consider what you are nurturing. What habits, attitudes, or priorities
are receiving your attention? Are they helping you become the person God is calling you to be?
Growth rarely happens overnight. But when we tend the soil of our hearts, God can bring forth
something beautiful.

What are you planting today?

Prayer:

Loving God,

Thank you for the many ways You plant seeds of faith, hope, and love in our lives. Help us to
recognize what truly matters and to nurture the things that draw us closer to You.

When we are tempted to focus only on what is immediate, remind us of the lasting gifts You
offer. Remove the weeds that crowd our hearts and soften the places that have grown hard.
Help us become good soil for your Word so that Your love may grow within us and bear fruit in

the world around us. Amen.

With Grace and Love,

Wt
()

Pastor Amy
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Jacob's Dream
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dishonest
Genesis
trust

first born
Rebekah

twins

descendants
blessing
prayer
stone

Isaac

trick
faith

Esau

Jacob
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