Grace Devotion

Week of July 6, 2025

13 As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you; you shall be comforted in
Jerusalem.

4You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice; your bodies!® shall flourish like the grass, and
it shall be known that the power of the Lord is with his servants, and his indignation is
against his enemies. Isaiah 66:13-14 (NRSVUE)
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This scripture from Isaiah shows a beautiful picture of God’s care. We see a mother
comforting her child, a city providing safety and peace, and people who are healed and
restored. It is a wonderful reminder that God’s strength is close, providing warmth and
safety for everyone.

This Fourth of July, we often think about what it means to live in a nation that celebrates
freedom and strength. But this scripture gives us a different definition of strength. It is a
definition not focused on military power, but focused on the strength of comfort and caring
for the most vulnerable.

This passage reminds us that God’s comfort is meant not just for each one of us, but for the
us, plural, in community. In times when the world feels fractured, when our nation, our
communities, and even our hearts feel divided, God promises to pull us close and make
each of us whole again.

We crave unity and peace. Isaiah shows us that these are not just the beliefs of a nation,
but spiritual beliefs as well. They are gifts from God for all who draw near.

So as you celebrate this week, may you feel the comfort of God’s strength and presence.
May you carry that comfort into your prayers, and into all of the connections you make
with others.

Prayer: God of peace and comfort, help us be the means of sharing Your grace in a world
full of division. May we seek strength and also healing. When we feel overwhelmed, may
we rest in the comfort You give. Amen.

With Grace and Love,

Pastor Amy
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ABOMINATION
ANGER
BEHIND
CHARIOTS
COME
CONSUMED
EATING
FIRE
FLAMES
FLESH
FURY
GARDENS
LORD
MANY
MIDST
MOUSE
NATIONS
PLEAD
PURIFY
REBUKE
RENDER
SAITH
SANCTIFY
SHALL
SLAIN
SWINES
SWROD
TEHY
THEMSELVES
THOUGHTS
TOGETHER
TONGUES
TREE
WHIRLWIND
WITH
WORKS
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COMPASSION
POURING

GAVE

« BLESSED

SODOM

THINGS

KINGS

CHORAZIN

TOLERABLE

THRUST
« DESPISETH

LABOURERS

FORTH

TEMPTED

AMONG
THOU

D
« WITH

CARRY
THIS

PASS

RIGHT

SUBJECT

« BEHELD
« BEHOLD

« RATHER

SHALL

THEY

ALSO

NEIGHBOUR
CERTAIN
OTHER

CAME

ANSWERED
NEEDFUL

KINGDOM

WAYS

PASSED

JESUS
WILL

THAT



