Grace Devotion
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2450 Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him
until daybreak. (Genesis 32:24 NRSVUE)

14When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd, and he had
compassion for them and cured their sick. *> When it was
evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a
deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds
away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for
themselves.” *® Jesus said to them, “They need not go away;
you give them something to eat.” 1’ They replied, “We have
nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” ¥ And he said,
“Bring them here to me.” ¥ Then he ordered the crowds to
sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and
blessed and broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the
crowds. (Matthew 14:14-19 NRSVUE)

Dear friends,

There comes a point in every journey when we can’t outrun what is ahead of us.
Jacob has reached that point.

After years of conflict and distance, he is heading home. He is going to face Esau, the brother he
deceived, the brother he is not sure he can face again. Jacob sends his family and everything he
owns ahead of him, and he spends the night alone by the river. That is where he wrestles.

The story never fully explains who he is wrestling with. A man. An angel. God. The mystery is
part of it. What is clear is that this is not just a physical struggle. Jacob is also wrestling with his
own life. His choices. His fear. His past catching up with him. He has spent most of his life trying
to secure blessing on his own terms. Now he holds on for something different. He will not let go
until he receives a blessing, and that blessing comes in a new name: Israel. He leaves that night
changed. He is wounded. He is also different. He limps forward, but he is no longer the same
person who went in. What could have broken him becomes the place where God reshapes him.
Sometimes God does not remove the struggle. Sometimes God meets us inside it.

We see something similar in the story of Jesus feeding the crowd. People are gathered in the
wilderness. It is getting late. There is not enough food. Not enough resources. Not enough
anything, really. The disciples see what is missing. Five loaves. Two fish. That is it.



Jesus takes what is there. He gives thanks. He breaks it and gives it to the people. In his hands,
what was not enough becomes more than enough. Everyone eats. There is even food left over.
What looked like scarcity becomes the place where grace shows up.

In both stories, God does not always take the struggle away. God meets people in it. Jacob
wrestles. The crowd is hungry. Nothing is fixed quickly. But something deeper is happening. God
is present. God is shaping. God is working in ways they cannot yet see. Struggle is not the
absence of God. Sometimes it is where God is closest.

This week, pay attention to what you are carrying. The questions that don’t have answers yet.
The situations that feel unfinished. The places where you feel stretched thin. Ask where God
might be meeting you there. Not to rush you through it, but to shape you through it. Like Jacob,
you may find that what leaves you limping also leaves you blessed.

Prayer:

Faithful God,

You are present in every season of our lives—even in the ones that leave us struggling and
uncertain. When we wrestle with fear, doubt, or change, hold us with Your steady love. When
we feel stretched beyond what we can carry, remind us that Your grace is enough. Shape us
through the hard places, not just around them. Give us courage to trust that even in struggle,
You are forming something new within us. Amen.

With Grace and Love,

Yot

(&)

Pastor Amy
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JESUS FEEDS 5,000 MATTHEW 14
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