Grace Devotion

Week of August 23, 2026

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 1 And they said,
“Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or
one of the prophets.” 1> He said to them, “But who do you say that |

am?” 1®Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, @ the Son of the living
God.” Y7 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For %=
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in
heaven. (Matthew 16:13-17 NRSVUE)

Dear friends,
Sometimes we look at a situation and think we know exactly what we are seeing. We see the
challenges we face. We see the things that have changed. We see the things we miss or the things that
are difficult. We see this picture of a man and we immediately understand the situation...or do we? Is
this man yelling into a crowded area or is he merely calling his children for lunch? Scripture reminds us
that God often sees more than we see. In the story of Moses, in this week’s lectionary, Pharaoh saw
the Israelites as a problem. But God saw a beloved people. Moses's mother looked at the tiny baby in
the basket, but God saw someone who would become part of God's plan to lead and save God's
people. When Jesus asked the disciples, “Who do you say | am?” Peter looked again. He saw more
than a teacher. He saw the Messiah, the Son of the living God. Faith invites us to look again. It invites
us to remember that a single moment rarely tells the whole story. God is still present and working in
our lives. God is still holding us in love and grace.

Did you notice the bulletin cover included in this week's mailing? It may look like nothing more than a
page of lines. Try holding it on its edge next to one eye and looking across the page. As you slowly tilt it,
a hidden message will appear. Sometimes we have to change our perspective before we can see what
has been there all along. God's love is often like that—present even when we don't recognize it at first.
May God give us eyes to see God's presence, hearts to trust God's promises, and faith to remember
that we are never alone.

Prayer:

Loving God,

Thank You for the gift of revelation and the courage to name the truth when we see it. Just as Peter
looked at Jesus and said, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God,” help us to see You clearly in
our lives and to speak Your name boldly, even when it’s hard. Lord, we know that faith is not something
we create on our own—it is a gift from You. Open our hearts and minds to receive Your Spirit, that we
may recognize Christ’s presence in the ordinary and the extraordinary, in our joys and in our struggles.
Give us eyes to see, ears to hear, and hearts willing to follow where You lead. Thank You for calling us
into Your church, a community built on Christ as our foundation. Help us to live faithfully, speaking Your
truth with kindness and acting in ways that bring light into the world. May we, like Peter, be bold in our



faith, humble in our service, and always aware that it is Your Spirit guiding us every step of the way. We
ask this in the name of Jesus, Amen.

With Grace and Love,

Yot

()

Pastor Amy
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EXODUS 1
s
The Israelites were fruitful
and increased greatly;
they multiplied and
grew exceedingly strong.

Exodus 1:7




s

A O =1 m

m v o- -0 0

Matthew 15
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Then Jesus called the
crowd to him and said,
“Listen and understand.
What goes into someone’s
mouth does not defile them,
but what comes out of
their mouth, that is what
defiles them.” e

s e

“Woman, you have great
faith! Your request is

granted.” And her
daughter was healed
at that momen

- Matthew 15:
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