Grace Devotion
R

Week of August 3, 2025

16 Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced

abundantly. '” And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to
store my crops?’ ¥ Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build
larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. Y And I will say to my
soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be
merry.’ 2 But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being
demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 2! So it is
with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”
‘Luke 12:16-21 (NRSVUE)
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Hello my friends!

Today’s scripture is an important reminder for each of us. We spend our entire lives
striving to provide for ourselves and our families—holding back savings so that funds are
available later in our years. There is wisdom in being prepared for the future and for
planning ahead, but Jesus reminds us that when we only focus on adding to our own
wealth and possessions, we might be missing something even more important.

The rich man in this week’s parable had a bountiful harvest—so much that he didn’t even
know what to do with it all. His first thought is to tear down his barns and build larger
ones to store up all that he had. Instead of sharing his blessings with those around him,
he focused solely on himself. God called him a fool—not because he had planned and
prepared for himself, but because he stored all of his treasures rather than sharing it with
others.

This parable 1sn’t just about money or treasures that we accumulate, it is about where our
hearts lie. Are we being “rich toward God”? Are we sharing what we have—our time,
our love—with those around us? Are we using our lives to build bigger tables rather than
building bigger barns?

Let this parable sit with you this week. What has God given you in abundance that you
might share with someone who needs it?

Prayer: God of Bounty, hear our prayer today. Help us to recognize the treasures of our
lives that we have stored for later that could be shared today. Open our eyes and our



tables to those who are also in need. Let us be a friend to those who need one and let us
offer our gifts that we have been given, sharing our compassion and caring for others.
Let us be rich to You, O God, in all that we do. Amen

With Grace and Love,

Pastor Amy
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