Grace Devotion

Week of August 9, 2026

28 peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you
on the water” ?° He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started
walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. *° But when he noticed
the strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he
cried out, “Lord, save me!” 3! Jesus immediately reached out his hand
and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you
doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 3 And those
in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
(Matthew 14:28-33 NRSVUE)

Dear friends,

Sometimes in life, we focus on the things that just aren’t important. In the moment though,
they are the things that we cling to—the things that we feel we can control. Peter stepped out
of the boat because he was focused on Jesus. But, as soon as he noticed the wind and the
waves around him, his attention shifted. The storm became bigger than Jesus who called him.
How often do we do the same thing? We begin with faith and courage. We trust that God is
leading us. But then, we notice the challenges, the uncertainty, or the things that are out of our
control. Slowly, often without our realizing it, our focus moves from God’s presence to our
fears. The beautiful part of this story is that when Peter begins to sink, Jesus doesn’t walk away.
Instead, Jesus immediately reaches out his hand to catch him. Even in the moments when our
faith feels small, God is still present. Even when we lose sight of Jesus in midst of our own
battles, Jesus never loses sight of us. May we remember that the storms around us don’t have
the final word. Jesus, who calls us forward, is also the same one who reaches out to hold us.

Prayer:
Faithful God, Thank You for the gift of Your Word— for its challenge, its comfort, and its hope.

Let it not just be something we hear, but something that changes us from the inside out. Help us
to walk from this place with hearts softened, eyes opened, and hands ready to serve.
Amen.

With Grace and Love,

Yot

()

Pastor Amy
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