Grace Devotion

Week of September 13, 2026

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who
loves another has fulfilled the law. ° The commandments, “You shall
not commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you
shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in
this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” 1° Love does no
wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.
(Romans 13:8 NRSVUE)

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

Dear friends,

This Sunday, we continue our Come to the Table worship series with The Table of Love.

Love is one of those words we use so often that it can sometimes lose its meaning. We say we love our
family, our friends, our church, our favorite foods, and even our favorite television shows. But the love Jesus
calls us to is something deeper. It is not simply about how we feel about one another. It is about how we
choose to treat one another. Paul reminds us that the greatest thing we owe one another is love. Jesus
showed us what that kind of love looks like. Jesus did not make acceptance dependent on having all the
right answers or following every rule perfectly. Instead, Jesus looked at people's hearts. He listened. He
talked with people. He sought to understand them. Again and again, Jesus called people back into
relationship.

That can be difficult. It is much easier to love people when we agree with them. It is harder when
someone disappoints us, misunderstands us, or sees the world differently than we do. Yet Jesus reminds us
that love does not mean avoiding difficult conversations. Sometimes love means having the conversation
because the relationship matters. Jesus tells his disciples, “where two or three are gathered in my name, |
am there among them.” | love the image of that promise. Jesus is present when we gather—not because we
always agree, but because we belong to one another. Around God's table, there is room for different
opinions, different experiences, different personalities, and different ways of seeing the world. What holds
us together is not that we are all alike. What holds us together is love.

This week, | invite you to think about the people around your own table. Is there someone who
needs a little more patience? Someone you need to listen to more carefully? Someone with whom you have
a disagreement? Perhaps love is inviting you to take one small step toward greater understanding. We may
not always agree, and we may not always get it right. But we can choose love. We can choose kindness. We
can choose to listen. We can choose to remember that every person who sits at God's table is someone
God loves. When we gather in love, even when we are not all of one mind, Christ is there among us.

Prayer:

Loving God, Thank You for the gift of love that brings us together. Help us to love not only those who are
easy to love, but also those who challenge us. Give us patience when we disagree, humility when we are
wrong, and courage to listen when we would rather walk away. Help us seek understanding instead of
judgment and relationship instead of division. May our words and actions reflect the love You have shown
us. When we gather together, remind us that Christ is present among us. Amen.

With Grace and Love,

Pastor Amy %fﬂ

Ty
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Gathered In His Name

For where two or three come together in my naime, there am | with
them.” Matthew 18:20 [NIV]

The puzzle is based on Matthew 18:15-20

Come Tagether
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