Grace Devotion

Week of September 20, 2026
10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise
your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.l9 1 For it
is written, “As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall
give praise to!9 God.” 2So then, each one of us will be held accountable.l (Romans
14:10-12 NRSVUE)

Dear friends,

This Sunday, we continue our Come to the Table worship series with The Table of Peace. Peace
sounds wonderful, but peace is not always easy. It is especially difficult when we disagree with someone,
when someone has hurt us, or when we believe someone else is simply wrong. It can be tempting to judge,
criticize, or distance ourselves from those who see things differently than we do. Paul reminds us that we
are not called to be the judge of one another. Each of us will stand before God, and God sees what we
cannot always see—the whole story, the struggles, the intentions, and the hearts of others. Then Peter asks
Jesus a question many of us might ask: “How many times should | forgive someone who hurts me?” Peter
thinks seven times sounds generous. Jesus responds with seventy times seven. Jesus is not asking us to
keep a tally of forgiveness. Instead, Jesus is reminding us that forgiveness is not something we offer once
and then stop. Forgiveness is a way of living. It is choosing again and again not to let anger, resentment, or
judgment have the final word.

But forgiveness does not mean that hurt doesn't matter. Peace does not mean pretending that
everything is fine when it isn't. Sometimes peace requires an honest conversation. Sometimes it requires
setting a boundary. Sometimes it means holding someone accountable for the way they have treated us.
Sometimes it means letting go of the need to make someone pay for the hurt they have caused.

There is room for all of these things at God's table. Around God's table, we will not always agree.
We will not always understand one another. But we can choose to sit down together. We can listen. We can
speak honestly. We can offer forgiveness. We can leave room for mercy.

This week, | invite you to think about where you might need a little more peace in your life. Is there a
disagreement that needs your focus? Is there someone you need to forgive—or perhaps someone you
need to ask forgiveness from? Maybe the first step is simply to stop judging and begin listening.

God's table is a place where we are reminded that none of us has the whole story and none of us gets the
final word. We come with our differences, our hurts, and our hopes, and we trust that God's mercy is big
enough to hold us all. May we find our way to that table of peace.

Prayer:
God of peace and mercy, Thank You for meeting us even in the places where we disagree and struggle to

understand one another. Help us to be slow to judge and willing to listen. Give us courage when difficult
conversations are needed, wisdom to know when boundaries are necessary, and generous hearts that are
willing to forgive. Help us remember that we, too, are recipients of Your mercy. May Your peace guide our
words, our relationships, and the way we welcome one another to Your table. Amen.

With Grace and Love,

Pastor Amy %

Ty
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