Grace Devotion
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Week of September 6, 2026

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. ?* For those who want to save
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. %° For
what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or
what will they give in return for their life? (Matthew 16:24-25 NRSVUE)

Dear friends,

This Sunday, we begin a new worship series called Come to the Table.
Over the next five weeks, we will gather around different images of the table and thank about what it
means to be part of God’s family. We begin this week at The Table of Hospitality.

There is something special about being invited to a table. A table is a place where we gather with
others, we share stories, we celebrate, grieve, and laugh together. Itis a place where there is room for
one more. Jesus understood the power of the table. Throughout Jesus’s ministry, he shared meals with
all kinds of people—friends, strangers, those who were welcomed, and those who were often left out.
When he gathered with his disciples for the Last Supper, the people around that table were far from
perfect. There was love and friendship of course, but there was also fear, denial, and betrayal. Still,
Jesus shared the meal. Perhaps that is one of the most beautiful things about God’s table—we don’t
have to earn our place to sit at God’s table. We come as we are. No matter who we are or where we
are on life’s journey, we are welcomed at the table. Paul reminds us in Romans to “rejoice with those
who rejoice” and to “weep with those who weep.” This is part of what it means to be the church. We
don’t walk alone. We carry the joys and sorrows of others and we continue to make room at the table.
Sometimes hospitality means opening the door, or setting another place at the table. Sometimes it
means remembering that there is room for us—no matter the circumstances. As we begin this series, |
invite you to ask yourself, how can you make room at your own table this week? God'’s table is wide
enough for all of us.

Prayer:

Loving God, Thank You for the invitation to Your table, just as we are. When we are joyful, rejoice with
us. When we are grieving, hold us close. When we feel alone, remind us that we are never forgotten.
Open our hearts to one another. Help us make room for those who need a place to belong. May we
remember that there is always room at Your table—and that we are always welcome there. Amen

With Grace and Love,

Yot

T

Pastor Amy
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9-21 The Law of Love

Romans 12
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