Grace Devotion
Lt g

Week of December 21, 2025
The Birth of Jesus the Messiah

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah!” took place in this way. When his mother Mary had
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from
the Holy Spirit. "’ Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to
public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. *° But just when he had resolved to do this, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. * She
will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their
sins.” #? All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:

23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.” ** When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the
Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife *° but had no marital relations with her until
she had given birth to a son,’Y and he named him Jesus.

(Matthew 1:18:25 NRSVUE)
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Love: “The Heart that Waits”

Greetings of Love,

Love often shows itself in quiet faithfulness. In Joseph’s story, we see a love that listens even
when life doesn’t turn out the way you’d expect. Joseph’s plans were interrupted. His
confidence shaken. Yet, when Joseph heard God’s voice in the midst of his confusion, he chose
compassion and love over fear. That kind of love is an active love. It is courageous. It makes
room for God’s presence in a space whose path is not yet clear. Joseph’s “yes” to God becomes
an act of love that changes the course of history—welcoming Jesus, “God with us”. As we
draw near Christmas, may we too, open our hearts with that same love—a love that waits with

hope, that trusts God’s timing, and makes space for the holy to be born in us and through us
once again.



Prayer: God of Love, When our plans change and our hearts are weary with uncertainty, help
us listen for Your voice and trust in Your presence. Let Your love shape our choices, so that in
all that do and all that we say, Christ may be born anew. Amen

With Grace and Love,

Pastor Amy
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- Joy

- Advent
- Candle

- Peace

- Calendar -Love
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- Wreath
- Hope



