Grace Devotion

Week of June 16, 2024 Pastor Fred Young
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He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will
we use for it? *'It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the
smallest of all the seeds on earth; 3?yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the
greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches,

so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

Mark 4:30-32
++++++++ R R

“‘We Plant a Grain of Mustard Seed” is a favorite to sing in worship. Mary Bryan
Mantney and Sally Ann Morris wrote this hymn in 1990 to be used during the
wedding of close friends. How appropriate, for | cannot think of a better analogy for
planting seed than blossoming love. Here are a few of the verses:

We plant a grain of mustard see, and in our faith we find
The proof of God is love, indeed, which blossoms from its kind;
The proof of God is love, indeed, which blossoms from its kind.

So may our new beginnings prove, like living bread and wine,
That through our common human love we taste what is divine;
That through our common human love we taste what is divine.

Our lives will be fulfilled and blessed, if through the seeds we've sown
And by the love that we profess the love of Christ is known;
And by the love that we profess the love of Christ is known.

| love this hymn because it provides an opportunity for us to corporately sing about
living out our faith. Even when faced with challenges, change, doubt, worry, or



celebration, love and hope, our faith in God’s presence, Christ’'s love and the Spirit’s
guidance, provide new beginnings. How will you plant such faith?

PRAYER: Be with me God, even when all hope seems lost. Remind me that even
the smallest things can make the biggest difference. Amen.

Blessings! Pastor Fred
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How to deal with rejection

The Lord will not reject his people; he will not abandon his special
possession.—Psalm 94:14

There were around 150 young preachers who sought entrance to the
Wesleyan ministry in 1888 - and Campbell Morgan was one of them. He
passed intense doctrinal examinations, but then faced the trial sermon,
where he would preach to three ministers who would determine his
fitness for ministry.

Morgan stepped into the pulpit, and the pressure was just too much. He
came up short on his sermon, and was rejected from the ministry that
year. He sent a wire to his father that contained only one word:
“Rejected.”

His father quickly wired back the words, “Rejected on earth. Accepted in heaven. Dad.”

In later years, Morgan said, “God said to me, in the weeks of loneliness and darkness that followed,
‘I want you to cease making plans for yourself, and let Me plan your life.””

Every one of us encounters rejection at some point. Perhaps you were let go from a job. Or
maybe you're estranged from a friend or family member. But even in those dark days,
remember that God will never reject you if you're in Christ. You are precious in His eyes!
Prayer Challenge

Ask God to remind you that no matter what, He'll never reject you if you're in Christ.
Questions for thought

What kinds of feelings do you experience when you’ve been rejected? Why?

How does God’s unconditional acceptance of you in Christ Jesus turn those feelings of rejection
around?

https://www.seniorlivingministries.org/2024/03/how-to-deat-with-rejection-3/
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Name:

Mark 4:26-34 Date:

Kingdom Scatter Seed Sprout
Grow Produces Blade Harvest
Compare Branches Earth Mustard

Created at Quickworksheets.net
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