Grace Devotion

Week of June 23, 2024 Pastor Fred Young
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And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was.
Other boats were with him. 3’A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the
boat, so that the boat was already being swamped. *®But he was in the stern, asleep
on the cushion, and they woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care
that we are perishing?” °He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea,

“Peace! Be stilll”

Mark 4:36-39
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Every time | come across the story of Jesus calming the sea, whether in
Matthew, Luke or as we read today, Mark’s Gospel, | think about the many people |
have met over the years who have had their lives swept away by storms. Mark tells
his story of Jesus with an urgency that surpasses what is found in the other Gospels.

Everything seems to happen very quickly for this writer, just like a raging storm.

Another prominent theme in the Gospel of Mark is the relentlessly negative
portrayal of the disciples. For Mark, the only thing they seem to have done right is to
leave their nets to follow Jesus. The rest of the Gospel they disappoint Jesus at
every turn, mostly by failing to grasp who he is and what he is asking of them. In a

boat, tossed about by the sea, they fall short yet again. In her book, Hallelujah

Anyway, Anne Lamont says:

“Thank God | am in charge of next to nothing. Mostly | take care of the garden
and pets these days. The good news is that God has such low standards and
reaches out to those of us who are often not lovable and offers us a chance to
come back in from the storm of drama and toxic thoughts.



Augustine wrote, “Late have | loved you, o beauty ever ancient. You were
within me, but | was outside.” The storm outside is just so much more
enlivening, and for a writer, much better material. Plus, | can be a hero in my
own storm, which is where | found a sense of value as a kid, playing the EMT
in a damaged family system. Crisis, self-centered fear, and saving people
were home to me. The quiet, tranquil room of just being was boarded up. But
love reaches out and reaches out and reaches out and reaches out. Itis
staggering that LOVE is always giving me another chance, another day, over
and over and over.”

After many chances, Peter does recognize that Jesus is the Messiah, but he
seems to draw the wrong conclusions. The followers of Christ never quite
understand the significance of a suffering messiah. But a deeper concern is their
lack of trust in God and what Jesus can do with his divinity. The disciples miss the
signs and still do not trust in God’s abundant gifts. How do you apricate what God

has done for you?

PRAYER: Calm the storms that surround me God and give me peace. Amen.

Blessings! Pastor Fred
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:1-3, 23-32

Psalm 107
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REDEEMED
ENDURES
TROUBLE

COMMANDED
WONDROUS
BUSINESS
WATERS
LANDS
LORD

STEADFAST
GATHERED
FOREVER
THANKS

COURAGE
WORKS
GOOD

HEAVEN
STORMY

DEEDS

MOUNTED
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