Grace Devotion

‘ o gust

22 Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started
shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented
by a demon.” 22 But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and
urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” * He
answered, “l was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 2> But she
came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” %6 He answered, “It is not ;
fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 2’ She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the
crumbs that fall from their masters’™® table.” 2 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be
done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment. (Matthew 15:22-28 NRSVUE)

Dear friends,

There are moments in life when we find ourselves crying out , “Lord, help me.” Sometimes those words
come from a place of deep pain. Other times they come when we are worried about someone we care
about. Sometimes they come when we simply don’t know where to turn. What makes this story of the
Canaanite woman so powerful is that she refused to give up. She came to Jesus with faith, even when
others saw her as someone who didn’t belong. The disciples saw her as an interruption. They saw
someone who was perceived as a problem and tried to send her away. But, Jesus saw something
different. Jesus saw her faith. This story reminds us that God often sees what we miss. We may look at
a person, a situation, or even ourselves, and we only see what is on the surface. God sees deeper. God
sees the heart. God sees the faith, the courage, and the hope that others may overlook. The Canaanite
woman trusted that even the smallest piece of Jesus’s mercy was enough. Her faith helped to open the
door to healing—not only for her daughter, but also for those around her that needed to see that God'’s
love is bigger than their own expectations. May we pray for eyes that see as God sees. May we
recognize God’s grace in unexpected places and people. May we always remember that when we cry
out, “Lord, help me,” Jesus hears us.

Prayer:
Loving and healing God, There are so many times in our lives when situations cause us to call out,

“Lord, Help me!” We come to You when our hearts are desperate and when they are full of hope. Even
when the answers don’t come quickly, give us faith that doesn’t go away. Remind us that Your mercy is
greater than we can imagine and that Your love is strong enough to bring healing and wholeness. Help
us find courage to keep praying, and to trust that Your grace is enough to restore us and make us whole.
In the name of Jesus Christ, who hears our cries, we pray. Amen

With Grace and Love,

Yot

()

Pastor Amy
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