Grace Devotion

Week of September 27, 2026
16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”®! (Matthew 20:16 NRSVUE)

Dear friends,

This Sunday, we continue our Come to the Table worship series with
The Table of Grace. Grace is one of those words we hear often in church.
We talk about God's grace, receiving grace, and offering grace to others. But
what does grace really look like?

Jesus gives us a parable of the workers in the vineyard. Some workers arrive early in the morning
and work all day. Others arrive much later, some near the end of the day. Yet when it is time to receive their
pay, they all receive the same amount. That doesn't seem fair. The workers who had worked all day
understandably wonder why someone who worked only a short time should receive the same. But Jesus
uses this story to show us something about God's grace: God's generosity is not limited by our ideas of who
deserves what. God gives generously. God gives abundantly. God gives to the person who has been faithful
for years and to the person who is just beginning to find their way. God gives to the person who feels close
to God and to the person who wonders whether there is still a place for them. There is more than enough
grace at God's table.

Sometimes we have trouble receiving that kind of grace for ourselves. We may carry regrets about
things we have done or words we wish we could take back. We may wonder whether we have done
enough, been good enough, or lived faithfully enough. But grace reminds us that God's love is not a reward
we earn. It is a gift. Once we begin to understand how generously God has loved us, we are invited to
become generous with one another. We can offer a little more patience. We can give someone another
chance. We can welcome someone who feels like they don't belong. We can let go of keeping score.

At God's table, we don't have to worry about whether there will be enough. There is enough grace. Enough
love. Enough mercy. Enough room.

This week, | invite you to notice the grace you have received. Perhaps it came through a person who
offered you kindness when you needed it. Perhaps someone gave you another chance. Perhaps you
experienced God's presence in a difficult moment. Then, ask yourself: Where can | offer that same grace to
someone else? God's table is a table of abundance. May we receive God's grace with grateful hearts and
share it as generously as we have received it.

Prayer:

Generous God,

Thank You for the gift of Your grace—a gift we cannot earn and do not have to deserve. When we are
tempted to keep score, remind us of Your abundance. When we are hard on ourselves, help us receive Your
grace. When we are tempted to decide who deserves our kindness, open our hearts to Your generosity.
Help us to offer others the same patience, forgiveness, and love You have so freely given to us. May there

always be room at our tables for grace. Amen.

With Grace and Love,

Pastor Amy %
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