Grace Devotion

Week of January 26, 2025 Pastor Fred Young
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1 Corinthians 12:12-18
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. "*For in the one Spirit we were
all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made
to drink of one Spirit. Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of
many. "°If the foot would say, “Because | am not a hand, | do not belong to the
body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. '®And if the ear would say,
“Because | am not an eye, | do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any
less a part of the body. "If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing
be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? ®But as it
Is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose.

++++++HHHH R
There will always be differences in families of faith: a variety of opinions,
experiences, priorities, needs and each should be recognized. Otherwise, the ear
might get the message that it would be better off if it were an eye, or the foot might
realize that the community values hands more highly. The message of Paul’s letter
is one of Christian identity. Members of church communities across time have

struggled with the question, “How can | be who | am and stay connected to you?”

Hand, foot, ear, eye...each, like us, have essential roles to fulfill in carrying on
Christ’'s work and love. Whether we are pastors, teachers, physicians, law
enforcers, farmers, ballerinas or social workers! Our individual and corporate
ministry need the others to do the work of Christ’'s church. What would change in
our lives and in our churches if we stood in the pews on Sunday morning and

declared to God and to each other, “God gives us no other day than today to bring



good news to the poor, release to the captives, sight to the blind, freedom to the
oppressed, and new beginnings to all who have been lost?"

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.

| leave you with this poem from Ted Loder:
| Thank You for Those Things That Are Yet Possible

Thank you for work which engages me in an internal debate
between right and reward and stretches me toward responsibility
to those who pay for my work, and those who cannot pay
because they have no work;

For justice
which repairs the devastations of poverty;

For liberty
which extends to the captives of violence,

For healing
which binds up the broken hearted;

For bread broken
for all the hungry earth;

For good news
of love which is stronger than death;

And for peace
for all to sit under fig trees and not be afraid;
for my calling... my life!

PRAYER: God of many gifts, remind us that we need each other for our talents to
be used to their fullest potential. Amen.
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1. epiphany 2. hebrews 3. divine 4. incamate 5. lordssupper 6. thorn 7. cypress

B. myrtle  9.isaiah 10.jesus 11.christ 12. messiah  13. embrace  14. charms

15. glorify
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